
Bridgend & Portheawl 


ABOVE: Youth 
Theatre’s latest show 
(See page 8). 
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FRAZER 

METALS 

WANTED: 

All scrap or unused 
electrical cable. 
Scrap vehicles 
(£140 minimum paid). 
Unwanted Vehicles. 
Non Ferrous Metal. 

OPEN 7 DAYS 

Unit 2, Woodham Road 
No. 2 Dock, Barry cr63 4JE 

01446 732222 
07816 205895 


Weekly audited distribution (52 weeks) to 31/12/11 - 42,235 
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‘Your behaviour was 
absolutely terrifying’ - judge 

JAIL FOR 
WOMEN 
AFTER 
SWORD 
AFFRAY 


CROWN COURT REPORT 

byAJSICLUNA 


TWO women who became 
involved in an affray in 
Bridgend, terrified people by 
brandishing a knife and an 
ornamental sword, it was 
stated at Cardiff Crown 
Court. 

Giulianna McLauchlan (28) of 
Bonymaen, Swansea, was jailed for 
two years and Shelley Simmonds 
(30), of no fixed address, was jailed 
for three years. 

Simmonds was said to be in 
breach of a community order for 
another incident of affray and pos¬ 
sessing a weapon. 

Judge Neil Bidder told the pair: 
“Your behaviour was absolutely 
terrifying. You are both drug 
addicts, with very long criminal 
records. 

“You both have to be deterred 
from using weapons. You present a 
significant danger to other people 
and this episode could have resulted 
in very serious injury.” 

Both defendants admitted 
charges of affray and possessing an 
offensive weapon. 

Prosecutor James Wilson said 
that on December 2 last year, Mr 
Michael Wallace was with friends in 
a flat in Tremgarth, Wildmill, 
Bridgend. 

The defendants were present and 
became aggressive towards Mr 
Wallace. Simmonds picked up a 
knife and was described as ‘going 
crazy’, shouting, “I’m going to cut 
you”. 

Said Mr Wilson: “She seemed 
possessed. McLauchlan took hold of 
an ornamental sword and said she 
was going to kill Mr Wallace. 

“He pleaded ‘Don’t hurt me, I’ve 
got kids.’” 

Mr Wilson added: “He thought 
he was going to die and fled from 
the flat, followed by the defen¬ 
dants.” 


He called the police and met 
Teresa Pont and sought refuge. At 
one point, McLauchlan wielded the 
sword, narrowly missing a person. 

She then slammed it on the bon¬ 
net of a car. 

Mr Wilson said that Simmonds 
appeared to be “off her head”, and 
Miss Pont was assaulted by 
McLauchlan, who punched her in 
the face and held the sword towards 
her throat. 

“Needless to say, Ms Pont was 
terrified,” said Mr Wilson. When 
the police arrived, they found Mr 
Wallace shaking and crying. 

The defendants denied commit¬ 
ting any offences. 

Simmonds was said to have con¬ 
victions for 37 offences, including 
arson, causing damage, causing 
actual bodily harm and wounding 
with intent. 

McLauchlan had convictions for 
70 offences including assault, 
obstructing the police, robbery and 
perverting the course of justice. 

Their counsel, Marion Lewis, 
said: “This was clearly a very dis¬ 
turbing incident. The pair are emo¬ 
tionally attached to each other. 
Each suffered as a child and began 
offending at an early age. 

“Simmonds began using heroin 
and cocaine at 14, and what 
occurred was fuelled by alcohol and 
drugs. 

“They are truly sorry and bitter¬ 
ly regret what happened.” 


MAESTEG PUPILS STRIVE 
FOR NATIONAL SUCCESS 



Housing benefit changes putting 
i^oung at risk of losing their homes 


New debt advice 
service launched 
in the borough 


A NEW service has 
been launched in 
Bridgend county 
borough to help 
residents with 
housing problems 
due to financial dif¬ 
ficulties. 

Funded by the 
Welsh Government, 
the Bridgend Debt 
Advice Link is being 
delivered by social 
exclusion charity, Caer 
Las, and the housing 
options team of 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council 
(BCBC). 

Available on 
Mondays, Tuesdays 
and Thursdays at the 
Civic Offices in Angel 
Street, Bridgend, the 
service provides debt 
advisers who work 
with people to help 
them get their finances 
back on track. 

The advisers help 
residents prioritise 
their debts and advise 
on how to budget 
accurately to avoid 


falling back into finan¬ 
cial difficulties. 

Where appropriate, 
advisers also liaise 
with creditors to nego¬ 
tiate affordable pay¬ 
ment plans and pro¬ 
vide advice on eligible 
benefits to ensure that 
people are receiving 
their full entitlement. 

Caroline West- 
Jones, a regional man¬ 
ager at Caer Las, says; 
“The Bridgend Debt 
Advice Link is vitally 
important, providing 
support to people who 
are having money 
problems and are at 
risk of losing their 
homes. 

EVICTIONS 

“The recent changes 
to the housing benefits 
mean that more young 
people than ever 
before will be vulnera¬ 
ble to eviction and will 
need financial advice 
and support.” 

Established more 
than 30 years ago, 

Caer Las is a Swansea- 
based charity dedicat¬ 


ed to improving the 
lives of the socially 
excluded in south 
Wales by providing 
practical advice and 
support on issues 
including housing, 
finances, mental health 
and substance misuse 
to the people who need 
it most. 

For further informa¬ 
tion, visit: WWW. caer 
las.org. 


Popular local charity is 21! 

THE Sandville Self-Help Centre^ one of the borough most popular 
charities^ is celebrating 21 years at its base in Ton Kenfig. 

This week’s GEM contains the first part of a retrospective look at the chari¬ 
ty’s progress since it began with a modest get-together in the Sandville Hotel, 
Porthcawl 

There were celebrations at reaching the 21-year landmark, and for photo¬ 
graphs of the day, turn to page 4. 


ABOVE: Ysgol Cynwyd Sant 
pupils performing on stage. 


fifty pupils from 
Ysgol Cynwyd Sant 
in Maesteg will be 
representing 
Bridgend county 
borough at tbe 
Urdd National 
Eisteddfod in 
Caernarfon this 
summer. 

Hoping to build upon 
the success they 
achieved in the local 
and regional competi¬ 
tions, the youngsters 
will represent the bor¬ 
ough and the Morganwg 
Ganol region in eight 
events; ranging from 
singing and dancing to 
drama and recitals. 

The school is also 
hoping for success on a 
national level in the art 
and craft competition, 
where pupils have nine 
entries in areas such as 
knitting and collage 


work. Mrs Tegwen Ellis, 
headteacher of Ysgol 
Cynwyd Sant, said: 

“The Urdd is an integral 
part of our school and 
the Eisteddfod is espe¬ 
cially important as it 
encapsulates our tradi¬ 
tions and culture. 

“The experience of 
competing at a national 
level is amazing for the 
pupils involved. 

“I am especially 
grateful to all the staff 
who have given hours of 
their own time, includ¬ 
ing at weekends, to train 
and practice with the 
pupils. 

“The parents also 
play a huge part in this 
event; bringing children 
to practices, helping 
with costumes and 
props, and supporting 
the children at the 
Eisteddfod itself.” 
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Sandville First Aid 
training for wannabe 
medical students 


RECENTLY at the 
Sandville Self Help 
Centre in Ton Kenfig, 
Gary Banks, the cen¬ 
tre manager, a quali¬ 
fied paramedic, gave 
a number of Eirst Aid 
training sessions to 
potential medical stu¬ 
dents that meet there 
every week. 

The training 
involved the students 
attending a series of 
lectures and their 
participation in the 
practical application 
of the Eirst Aid train¬ 
ing with a specially 
designed dummy. At 
the end of the train¬ 
ing, participating stu¬ 
dents were each given 
a signed Eirst Aid 
certificate. KEM 



ABOVE: Students learn First Aid from Sandville Self Help Centre 
manager, and trained paramedic, Gary Banks. 


‘Your chance to 
play your part' 


A RECENT BBC 
poll revealed that 
64 per cent were in 
favour of the Welsh 
Government hav¬ 
ing powers to vary 
taxes in Wales. 

A similar poll, which 
our commission ran 
with ICM research, 
showed 66 per cent 
were in favour of the 
Welsh Government 
being able to borrow 
money to spend on 
capital projects such as 
building roads and hos¬ 
pitals. 

These are the areas 
our commission is 
looking at this year and 
we want to hear the 
views of as many peo¬ 
ple across Wales on 
them. 

Do you agree with 
these opinion polls or 
do you have differing 
views? 

We are visiting 
every local authority 
area in Wales to hear 
the thoughts of the 
people on these impor¬ 
tant issues. As part of 


this, on April 17 we 
will be in Bridgend 
and Cowbridge and 
want to hear your 
views. 

We will be holding a 
coffee morning drop in 
session at Cowbridge 
Town Hall at 10am, 
and then in the after¬ 
noon we will be at 
Heronston Hotel in 
Bridgend between 
2.30pm and 3.30pm 
where you can come 
and give formal evi¬ 
dence to us. 

What we recom¬ 
mend this autumn will 
have an impact on 
every community in 
Wales. 

Take the opportunity 
to come along to find 
out more about our 
work and to have your 
say. 

This is your chance 
to play your part in 
ensuring Wales has the 
right powers for the 
future. 

PAUL SILK 
Chair, Commission on 
Devolution in Wales. 


BRIDGEND 
MUM IN A 
WALK FOR 
PEACE 


JANE Harries, a 
local mother of 
three, and a mem¬ 
ber of Bridgend 
Quakers, is walk¬ 
ing the whole of the 
Pembrokeshire 
coastal path to 
raise money and 
awareness for a 
three-month stay in 
Palestine from 
June to September 
this year. 

She will be part of an 
international team, sup¬ 
porting both Israelis 
and Palestinians work¬ 
ing for peace. 

She will be volun¬ 
teering with the 
Ecumenical 
Accompaniment 
Programme in Palestine 
and Israel (EAPPI), an 
initiative of the World 
Council of Churches. 

The programme 
began in 2002 as a 


response to a call for 
help from the Heads of 
Churches in Jerusalem. 

What is she likely to 
be doing? Jane said: 
“The presence of EAs 
at gates in the ‘separa¬ 
tion barrier’ or military 
checkpoints, means that 
Palestinian civilians are 
less likely to suffer 
abuse or harassment. 

“They accompany 
children to school and- 
help people to access 
their work, education 
and medical facilities. 

“In short, EAs enable 
vulnerable people to go 
about their daily lives 
in a way which we, in 
Bridgend, take for 
granted.” 

To sponsor Jane ’5 
walk, go to: WWW. just- 
giving. com/Jane- 
Harries. 


Police 

hunt 

cycle 

thieves 

BRIDGEND police 
are investigating the 
theft of four high spec¬ 
ification bicycles from 
a garage on Pant y 
Celyn in Pencoed 
between Sam on 
Monday April 2 and 
4am on Wednesday 
April 4. 

They were a blue 
Mongoose Rockidile 
mountain bike and 
three specialised 
branded cycles - a red 
Transition Pro, white 
Dolce, and black and 
white Tarmac Comp 
models. 

If anyone has any 
information, contact 
Inspector Paul Tinkler 
at Bridgend Police 
Station on lOI, or 
anonymously via 
Crimestoppers on 0800 
555 III. 


Pencoed club cabin 
is given spruce up! 


Family members of the Pencoed under- 
11s team help spruce up the club cabin. 



ON another bright and sunny day in Pencoed, the parents, 
brothers and sisters and grandad of the successful Pencoed 
under-lls turned up to repaint their club cabin in preparation 
for their forthcoming minis rugby tournament. Paint and sup¬ 
plies were generously donated by John Davey’s Builders 
Merchants. 


“IT MUST BE 
THE NEW 
AFTERSHAVE” 



Read Philip Irwin’s review of Bridgend 
Youth Theatre’s latest show on page 8. 


Who wants to build what and where? 


Branch Walkers - HMP and 
YOI Parc, Heol Hopcyn 
John, Coity - Tree Works. 

Mr I Richardson - 3 St 
Davids Close, Brackla - Cut 
back overhanging stems and 
remove three stems and 
reduce canopy by 30 per cent 
of 2 X sycamore and fell 1 x 
sycamore. 

IS^s Jill Thomas - 18 Llys 
Briallen, Brackla - Reduce 
height of hawthorn hedge to 
4m and cut back overhanging 
limbs. 

Mr Steven Cox - Leithen 
Vale, 16 Briary Way, 
Brackla - Reduce canopy of 
ash tree by 25-30 per cent. 

Mr and Mrs M James - 
Shortlands, Newton Nottage 


Road, Porthcawl - Convert 
existing detached coach house 
into a holiday let cottage with 
two storey rear extension. 

Mr and Mrs Simpson - 12 
Felindre Avenue, Pencoed - 
Hip to gable roof extension 
with rear dormer. 

Mr D Fowler - Land south of 
the Nicholls Arms, 
Coytrahen - Variation of 
Condition 1 of P/09/503/RLX 
to extend time to submit 
details for dwelling and park¬ 
ing. 

Mr Jonathan Powell - 17 
Dale View, Cefn Cribwr - 
Single storey extension and 
first floor extension over 
existing garage. 

Andrew and James 


Partnership Ltd - Red 
Dragon, Litchard Hill, 
Bridgend - Smoking shelter 
to the front right hand side of 
the property. 

Mr Paul Rees - 8 Ffridd Las, 
Broadlands - Erect single 
storey detached garage. 

Mr John Elvins - Land adja¬ 
cent 9 Meadow Street, 
North Cornelly - Outline 
application for detached 
dormer bungalow. 

Mr N G Hegarty - Cae 
Court, Merthyr Mawr Road 
- New chimney pots. 

Mr Chris Gill - 15 Meadow 
Walk, Brackla - Retention of 
wall to front garden. 

Mr David Evans - 12 

Brynteg Avenue, Bridgend - 


Single storey rear extension 
and loft conversion with side 
and rear pitched roof dormer 
windows. 

Miss P Hume - 78 Grove 
Road, Bridgend - Demolish 
existing WC and erect new 
WC and dining area exten¬ 
sion. 

Mr John Lever - Ty Newydd 
Farm, Moira Terrace, 
Ogmore Vale - Retention and 
completion of partially erect¬ 
ed agricultural building previ¬ 
ously approved on 
P/05/1472/FUL. 

Mr M Chalmers - Land 
between Rose Cottage and 
Old Tavern, Llangeinor - 
Erection of three detached 
dwellings and access drive; 


re-sub of P/11/621/OUT. 

Mr Mathew Llewellyn - 42 
Coychurch Road, Bridgend 
- Loft conversion/roof exten¬ 
sion and dining/kitchen exten¬ 
sion. 

Western Power Distribution - 
Overhead line between 
Llangewydd and Nottage, 
Bridgend - Erect/extend an 
overhead line with wood 
poles and stays between 
Llangweydd and Nottage. 
Marine Consents Officer - 
Porthcawl Harbour, 

Porthcawl - Ohs for 
Porthcawl Harbour regenera¬ 
tion. 


Terry Waite tells 
of Emmaus 
charity’s work 


TERRY WAITE, 
president of 

Emmaus UK, which 
gives a home, work 
and hope to previ¬ 
ously homeless peo¬ 
ple, came to 
Bryngarw House 
hotel, near 

Bridgend on March 
29 to speak about 
the charity. 

He spoke to local 
MPs, the deputy mayor 
of the borough of 
Bridgend, councillors, 
representatives of the 
church and armed forces, 
local business leaders 
and third sector man¬ 
agers. 

As well as celebrating 
20 years of being 
released from captivity, 
he talked about his great 
support for Emmaus 
south Wales and plans to 
open the first Emmaus 
Community in Wales in 


the Bridgend area. 

He spoke again in the 
evening to the public, 
joined by the First 
Minister of Wales, as 
well as three companions 
from Emmaus 

Gloucestershire, who 
spoke briefly of their 
experiences. 

Terry Waite is an 
inspiring speaker, skill¬ 
fully mixing humour, 
courage, wisdom and 
hope. 

All who heard him, 
and the companions, 
undoubtedly understood 
how Emmaus can make a 
very real difference to the 
many homeless people 
we have in Bridgend bor¬ 
ough and beyond. 

Ojfers of help of all 
kinds were generously 
made by many of the 
attendees. To find out 
more go to: 

WWW. emmaus. org. uk/sou 
th-wales. GN 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL APRIL 19) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 

DATE 

12 Thur 

13 Fri 

14 Sat 

15 Sun 

16 Mon 

17 Tues 

18 Wed 

19 Thur 

While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should always check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 


Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 

AM 

M 

PM 

M 

11.14 

8.7 

23.41 

8.6 



12.13 

8.2 

00.48 

8.1 

13.29 

7.7 

02.11 

7.8 

14.49 

7.7 

03.26 

7.9 

16.11 

8.1 

04.34 

8.3 

17.07 

8.4 

05.25 

8.7 

17.51 

8.8 

06.09 

9.1 

18.28 

9.1 
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CARDIFF CROWN COURT ROUND-UP by AJ SICLUNA 


Man is jailed after 
intervening in 
couple’s argument 


DURING an argument 
with his partner outside a 
supermarket, a man was 
suddenly attacked by a 
passer-by, Cardiff Crown 
Court was told. 

Adam Evans (31) of Gian 
Fforwg, Bridgend, was jailed for 
two months after pleading guilty 
to assaulting Christopher White. 

Prosecutor Gareth James said 
that Mr White was having an 
argument with his partner out¬ 
side Tesco’s, Brewery Lane, 
Bridgend. 


“The defendant was passing 
by and said to Mr White, ‘What 
are you looking at? What’s your 
problem?’ He said he didn’t have 
a problem, but Evans then stuck 
him twice to his left ear and 
chin.” 

The court heard that Evans 
had previous convictions for 15 
offences, including causing actu¬ 
al bodily harm, possessing drugs 
and assault. 

Claire Wilkes, representing 
Evans, said: “Unfortunately, the 
case took place a long time ago. 
He has stopped drinfing and is 


making efforts to change his life. 

“In the past, he has had mental 
health difficulties. Currently, his 
life is stable, but because of his 
record, he realises he faces cus¬ 
tody.” 

“He said if he went to prison, 
he would lose his present accom¬ 
modation. 

“Clearly,” she added, “the 
assault was totally unjustified.” 

Said Judge David Wyn 
Morgan: “You are not allowed to 
interfere in people’s disputes and 
hit them.” 


Apprentice is 
spared jail 
after throwing 
‘single punch’ 


A MAN bled pro¬ 
fusely after being 
punched in tbe face 
outside a Bridgend 
club. 

Justin Scannell had 
two teeth knocked out 
and a third damaged, 
Cardiff Crown Court 
was told. 

Rhys Evenden (20), 
an apprentice engineer 
with BT of Bradfield 
Avenue, Bridgend, 
admitted a charge of 
causing actual bodily 
harm before Vale magis¬ 
trates and was commit¬ 
ted to the Crown Court 
for sentence. 

He was sent to a 
young offender institu¬ 
tion for six months, sus¬ 
pended for 18 months 
and ordered to carry out 
250 hours of unpaid 
work and to observe a 
7pm to 6am curfew for 
three months and to be 
electronically tagged. 

Support 

group 

meets 

AT the monthly meet¬ 
ing of the Porthcawl 
Parkinson’s Support 
Group (PPSG) the 
Parkinson’s specialist 
nurse, Louise 

Ebenezer, came to talk 
about the drugs avail¬ 
able for people with 
Parkinson’s. 

A similar range of 
drugs are used in other 
countries to treat people 
with the condition. 

A question and answer 
session concluded an 
informative morning. 

The next meeting is on 
Friday, April 30, at 
10.45am in the Unitarian 
Chapel, Nottage; all are 
welcome. 

For further informa¬ 
tion, telephone 01656 
783071. 


He was also ordered 
to pay Mr Scannell 
£2,000 compensation. 

Prosecutor Jonathan 
Bushell said Mr Scannell 
was attacked outside the 
Lava Club, Bridgend. 

Soon afterwards, 
Evenden was detained 
by door staff and arrest¬ 
ed. 

He said he had been 
extremely drunk and had 
little recollection of what 
had happened. 

The incident was cap¬ 
tured on CCTV, said Mr 
Bushell. 

Evenden’s counsel, 
Stephen Thomas, said: 
“He realises he has com¬ 
mitted a serious offence 
to which he made a full 
and frank admission to 
the police. 

“He fully accepts he 
struck the victim once 
and that it was unwar¬ 
ranted. There was no fol¬ 
low-up, no kicking, no 
premeditation. It was 
isolated and there is real 
and genuine remorse. 

“In no way was the 
victim to blame.” 

He said that normally, 
Evenden was balanced 
and was well regarded in 
the community. 

“He faces a very 
bright future and the 
court can draw back 
from immediate custody. 
It was one punch, on the 
spur of the moment. 
Custody would mean he 
could lose his job.” 

Judge Philip Hughes 
said: “What makes the 
offence worse was that 
you were affected by 
drink. It was at night and 
in the street. You deliv¬ 
ered a single, hard blow. 

“You are a young man 
with considerable poten¬ 
tial.” 

He warned him to 
behave himself and said 
that if he committed 
another offence, a sus¬ 
pended sentence could 
be activated. 

It was stated that he 
had no previous convic¬ 
tions. 


Maesteg police 
target fake IDs 


POLICE in Maesteg 
will be cracking down 
on youngsters using 
fake or borrowed ID 
in an attempt to gain 
entry to pubs and 
clubs in the town. 

Officers will be work¬ 
ing with landlords and 
licensees to specifically 
target under-age drinkers 
and young people trying 
to get into licensed 
premises using ID bor¬ 
rowed from friends and 
relatives. 

Anyone found to be 
presenting fake or bor¬ 
rowed identification by 
door staff will have the 
ID confiscated and their 
parents or guardians may 
be contacted to collect 
them. 


Maesteg 

Neighbourhood PCSO 
Maria Pascoe said: 
“While the town centre 
is safe at night, people 
who are underage and 
are intoxicated are at 
risk of getting involved 
in more serious incidents 
which could affect the 
rest of their lives. 

“Working in partner¬ 
ship with our colleagues 
in the licensing trade, we 
will intervene to help 
these youths to identify 
the issues that trying to 
obtain alcohol below the 
legal can cause.” 

The initiative will 
continue on various 
nights in the town centre 
over the coming weeks. 


Audience revel 
in choir concert 


THE Tabernacl Music 
Society recently 
joined with 
Noteworthy, the 
Maesteg mixed choir, 
to present a delightful 
concert. 

A spokesperson reports: 
Tabernacl choir, directed 
as usual by Kevin 
Adams and accompanied 
by Steven Burgess on 
piano and organ, sang a 
variety of lively and 
tranquil songs, including 
pieces by John Rutter 
and Karl Jenkins, as well 
as works by 
Mendelssohn and 
Dvorak. 

Bob Chilcott’s ‘A 
Little Jazz Mass’, which 
the choir performed at 
their last concert, was 
well worth a second air¬ 
ing, particularly with the 
added accompaniment 
of a jazz bass and tim¬ 
pani. 

Many members of 
Noteworthy are perform¬ 
ers in their own right 
and they combined to 
produce an impressively 
unified and smooth 
sound. 

The choir’s founder 
and director, Ryan 
Wood, accompanied the 
soloist, Charlotte Ellett, 
so the deputy director, 
Susan M Heffey, took 
over the baton. 


The accompanist was 
Rhian Jenkins and the 
choir was introduced by 
Tony Mullins. 

Noteworthy’s pro¬ 
gramme contained tradi¬ 
tional hymns such as 
Builth, a new arrange¬ 
ment by Jeffrey Howard, 
and Eric Jones’ ‘Y 
Tangnefeddwyr’ as well 
as lively and modern 
songs such as ‘Don’t sit 
under the Apple Tree’ 
and‘Blow Gabriel Blow’ 
from the musical 
Anything Goes. 

Charlotte Ellett, born 
in Llantwit Major, 
showed how much at 
home she is in opera. 

Her performance includ¬ 
ed soprano arias from 
Carmen and La Boheme, 
as well as the Bach 
Gounod ‘Ave Maria’ and 
‘We’ll Gather Lilacs ‘ by 
Ivor Novello.The 
warmth of the applause 
reflected her heartfelt 
singing. 

The concert ended 
with a spirited perform¬ 
ance of Rutter’s ‘When 
the Saints Go Marching 
In’. The song was sup¬ 
ported by the addition of 
a jazz clarinet piece 
played by Paul Noden of 
Bridgend. 

Everyone in Tabernacl, 
thoroughly enjoyed it. 
We look forward to the 
next concert on June 17. 


Delegates join together 
to fight cyber bullying 



Left to right: Karen Powell (MHM Wales information officer), Janette Kearn (Chief Executive, 
MHM Wales), Neville Evans (conference Chair), Keith Towler (Children s Commissioner for 
Wales) and Stuart Burge-Jones (Siaradwn Ni programme manager). 


KEITH TOWLER, the 
Children’s Commissioner 
for Wales, recently attend¬ 
ed a conference entitled 
‘Life Sucks’ which looked 
at the growing problem of 
cyber bullying. 

Over 100 delegates from 
Bridgend and Neath Port 
Talbot county boroughs attend¬ 
ed the conference in Mar gam’s 
Orangery, and voted unani¬ 
mously that there should be a 
national publicity campaign led 
by the Welsh Assembly 
Government to raise awareness 
and inform people of their 
rights. 

The conference was organ¬ 
ised by Mental Health Matters 
Wales, a partner organisation 
of the Siaradwn Ni - Let’s Talk 
project, a programme funded 


by the Big Lottery, co-ordinated 
by BAVO (Bridgend 
Association of Voluntary 
Organisations) and Neath Port 
Talbot Council for Voluntary 
Service (NPTCVS), which rais¬ 
es the awareness of mental 
health and drives up communi¬ 
ty-based resilience to life chang¬ 
ing circumstances. 

Siaradwn Ni Programme 
Manager, Stuart Burge-Jones, 
said: “The Siaradwn Ni project 
aims to support people who 
may have been affected by any 
behaviours that lead to depres¬ 
sion, anxiety or low self¬ 
esteem.” 

Cyber bullying makes use of 
social networking sites, email or 
text to support deliberate, 
repeated and hostile behaviour 
by an individual or a group 
intended to harm others. Cyber 
bullies may disclose victim’s 


personal data on websites or 
forums, may pose as the identi¬ 
ty of the victim in an effort to 
defame or ridicule them, may 
send threatening and harassing 
emails and instant messages, or 
post untrue rumours or gossip. 

Chaired by Neville Evans, 
author of ‘The UK Bullying and 
Hate Crime Handbook’, speak¬ 
ers ranged from Children’s 
Commissioner Keith Towler, 
South Wales Police, and from 
specialists in cyber bullying tac¬ 
tics and dealing with young peo¬ 
ple. 

Topics included the methods 
and the devastating effects of 
cyber bullying, legalities of such 
actions, why bullies bully and 
how to encourage resilience 
amongst young people. 

For further details, call 
01656 767045 or email: 

info @ mhmwales.org. 


Easter proves a tale of 
sunshine and showers 


THE Easter Bank 
Holiday weekend 
began with a blaze 
of sunshine, but 
concluded on the 
Monday with tor¬ 
rential rain. 

In Porthcawl, the 
streets were busy for 
each of the first three 
days, with cafes doing 
good business and walk¬ 
ers out enjoying the sea 
air along the prome¬ 
nade. 

This year, many more 
were taking advantage 
of the new walkway 
which runs out to Rest 
Bay and beyond. 

As usual, car parking 
spaces in and around the 
town were hard to find. 

However, all that 


PENCOED WI 
recently held their 
final event as hosts 
of the Penta Pen-y- 
Bont link at the 
Buffs Club. 

The evening was enti¬ 
tled ‘The Best of 
British’ and was just 
that: The menu was fish 
(or chicken) and chips 
for England, followed 
by Welsh cakes, Scottish 
shortbread, and Irish 
liqueur chocolates. 

The evening’s enter¬ 
tainment was provided 
by the Plough Singers, 
an 18-strong ‘Boy 
Band’ plus an accompa¬ 
nist. For 45 minutes, 
they sang a wide variety 
of popular songs. 


changed on Easter 
Monday and the only 
people out were 
wrapped in waterproofs 
or struggling with 
umbrellas in the strong 
wind. 

It was a similar story 
in Barry, which has seen 
a ‘Gavin and Stacey’ 
boost in recent years. 
Marco Zeraschi of 
Marco’s Cafe said: “We 
started off on Good 
Friday with sunshine 
and things were encour¬ 
aging. Saturday and 
Sunday were normal 
business days - nothing 
spectacular - but 
Monday was a night¬ 
mare because of the 
rain. 

“It highlighted the 
need for indoor facilities 


During the break, the 
raffle was held and then 
they were back for a 
sing-a- long. From 
‘Rule Britannia’ to 
‘Delilah’, ‘Molly 
Malone’ to ‘Flower of 
Scotland’. For half an 
hour they exercised their 
voices and waved flags. 

The evening ended 
with every one standing 
to sing ‘Jerusalem’ and 
‘Hen Wlad Fy Nhadau’. 
More than 90 ladies 
agreed it had been an 
excellent evening. 

Pencoed had conclud¬ 
ed their link year on a 
high note. A really big 
thank you went to presi¬ 
dent Val, who came up 
with all the ideas for the 
past year’s events. 


when there is bad 
weather. 

“In fairness, we had 
some great weather in 
the lead up to Easter, so 
it is a case of swings and 
roundabouts.” 

Church groups in the 
area were active, and on 
Good Friday the band¬ 
stand in John Street was 
the venue for a ‘real 
meaning of Easter’ 
event, with passers-by 
being asked for their 
thoughts on the holiday 
period. 

A walk of witness 
took place in Barry on 
Good Friday led by the 
Archbishop of Wales, 
Dr Barry Morgan with 
local churches taking 
part. 

Traditional Easter 
services were held 
across the Vale and 
Bridgend on Sunday, 
and some local commu¬ 
nities, such as 
Llanmaes, held Easter 
egg hunts for the chil¬ 
dren. 

Some people chose 
an Easter getaway. 

Cardiff Airport wel¬ 
comed approximately 
15,000 passengers 


through its doors over 
the Easter period from 
April 5-10. 

The most popular 
destination was 

Amsterdam, with trav¬ 
ellers either spending a 
long weekend in the 
Dutch capital, or travel¬ 
ling onwards on con¬ 
necting flights to world¬ 
wide destinations. 

Sun spots such as the 
Canary Islands, Spain, 
Cyprus, Turkey, Egypt 
and Tunisia also attract¬ 
ed Welsh holidaymakers 
keen to enjoy some sun 
over the school holi¬ 
days. 

Spencer Birns of 
Cardiff Airport com¬ 
mented: “Easter signi¬ 
fies the start of the sum¬ 
mer season for us, 
which is especially 
exciting this year as 
we’ve welcomed a new 
airline, Vueling to the 
airport, who will be 
operating flights to 
Barcelona, Alicante and 
Pahna, as well as a new 
tour operator to Cardiff, 
Cosmos, who will be 
operating weekly serv¬ 
ices to Orlando from the 
end of May.” 



Would you like an honest, reliable, 
affordable, police checked 

CLEANER for your horn" 
Typically £10.50 per hour inc. , 

• Daily, weekly, etc. 

• Insurance provided. 

• All domestic cleaning undertaken. 

TIME FOR YOU 

DOMESTIC CLEANING 
01656 349296 bridgend@timeforyou.co.uk 
01443 625019 Miskin, Nr Cowbridge 


www.timeforyou.co.uk 


Best of British at 
Penta Pen-y-Bont 
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A 21st BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION AS 
SANDVILLE COURT COMES OF AGE! 




ABOVE: The end of a perfect day: 

‘DouE the singing plumber and 
Gwyneth lead those present with a 
rendering of ‘happy 21st birthday 
Sandville Court’. 


Madeleine Moon MP being welcomed to 
Sandville Court by Sister Gwyneth Poacher. 


LEFT: The Mayor ofPorthcawl, 
Coun Barbara Stubbs, and consort 
Bill Stubbs, with Gwyneth, Gary 
and volunteers. 


ON Good Friday, 
Sandville Court cel¬ 
ebrated its 21st 
Birthday. 

Yes, it has been 21 
years since the Sandville 
Self-Help Foundation 
moved into what was a 
very dilapidated Pen-y- 
Mynydd House near 
Pyle and Kenfig Golf 
Club. 

The Sandville Self- 
Help Centre was found¬ 
ed on February 3, 1983, 
but did not have a per¬ 
manent home until Pen- 
y-Mynydd House was 
purchased. 

The centre formally 
took over and moved 
into this premises on 
April 6, 1991 and it was 
‘sort of officially’ 
opened during a visit by 
the Duchess of Kent on 
June 25, 1993. 

The Duchess arrived 
in a helicopter, which 
landed on the Pyle and 
Kenfig Golf Course. She 
was received by the Lord 
Lieutenant of Mid 
Glamorgan, Murray 
McLaggan, before being 
presented to various dig¬ 
nitaries and guests. 

Sister Gwyneth 

Poacher was the last to 
be introduced, wearing 
her ever faithful yellow 
T shirt. The Duchess 
made quite an issue of 
the T shirt, which natu¬ 
rally made Gwyneth’s 
day as so many people 
wouldn’t believe that she 
was not going to dress 
up for the occasion. 

Before unveiling a 
plaque to commemorate 
her visit, the Duchess 
was given a guided tour 
of the complex, where 
she was introduced to 
Mike Poacher and the 
catering team, as well as 
John and his crew of 
builders, who were still 
doing construction work 
on the site. 

While the Duchess 
was being entertained at 
Sandville Court, the 
local kids, by all 
accounts, had a field day, 
with the police ferrying 
them back and fore in 
their cars to the Royal 
helicopter, which they 
were allowed to sit in 
and have a Royal sweet. 

In June of the same 
year. Sister Gwyneth 


RIGHT: 

Madeleine Moon MP 
entering into the spirit 
of the occasion by 
helping to serve drinks 
and Birthday Cake for 
the 21st birthday 
celebrations. 

Poacher was awarded 
the MBE in the Queen’s 
Birthday Honours, 
which she duly received 
from Her Majesty the 
Queen at Cardiff Castle 
on October 15, 1993. An 
added honour as this was 
the first ever Welsh 
Investiture. 

Many 21st birthday 
cards were received 
from well wishers and 
Sandville Court’s 21st 
anniversary celebrations 
went off with a bang. 
Many bangs, actually, as 
the balloons hung up for 
the occasion seemed 
very unstable and decid¬ 
ed to burst without any 
warning, making every¬ 
one sit up and take 
notice. 

However, this did not 
distract from a visit by 
Madeleine Moon MP, 
who spent some time in 
the centre chatting to and 
serving the many 
patients and guests who 
were there. 

Madeleine was fol¬ 
lowed by a visit from the 
Mayor and Consort of 
Porthcawl, Coun 

Barbara and Mr Bob 
Stubbs. To bring the day 
to a perfect close, a 
birthday cake was cut up 
and distributed and 
‘Dout’, the singing 
plumber, was on hand to 
join with Gwyneth and 
all those present in wish¬ 
ing Sandville Court a 
very happy 21st birthday 
with the singing of the 
traditional song. 


BELOW: 

Pen-y-Mynydd House in the 
late 1970s. 


ABOVE LEFT: 
The Church of St 
Michael. 


ABOVE RIGHT: 
The all important 
swimming therapy 
pool. 


ABOVE: The Duchess unveiling 
the plaque to commemorate her 
visit to Sandville Court. 


FLASHBACK: The Duchess of Kent is introduced to Sister Gwyneth 
Poacher by Lord Lieutenant of Mid Glamorgan, Murray McLaggan. 


LEFT and RIGHT: 
Sandville Court today, 
showing the extension 
to the property, the 
conservatory and log 
cabin. 


REPORT AND 
PHOTOGRAPHS BY 

KEITH E MORGAN 
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‘Fine the dog 
poo owners!’ 

call by campaigners 





Campaigner Ian Spiller and Conn Ken Watts 
are suggesting BCBC use outside contractors to 
tackle the problem of dog fouling in the area. 


A CAMPAIGN is 
being launched to 
persuade Bridgend 
County Borough 
Council (BCBC) to 
employ private dog 
fouling and litter 
enforcers. 

Campaigner Ian 
Spiller, who lives on the 
Broadlands estate, 
Bridgend, is one of those 
calling for better 
enforcement of the dog 
fouling by-laws. 

Mr Spiller has put in 
Freedom of Information 
requests to BCBC which 
revealed that only one 
person has been fined 
for allowing their dog to 
foul in the last year, 
despite the fact that the 
council employs four 
wardens with powers to 
issue fixed penalty 
notices. 

Mr Spiller said that 
Broadlands was covered 
in dog faeces: “There is 
dog poo along most of 
the paths on the estate. 
The council will come 
and cleanse it if we com¬ 
plain, but they never 
send the enforcement 
officers out here. 

“The only way to get 


CADET Corporal 
Jordan Aston was 
nominated by his 
form teacher, Mrs 
White, to receive 
the Pyle 

Community 
Council Trophy for 
his activities in both 
school and the ATC. 

The award is for the 
student who has shown 
the most determination, 
courage or initiative in 
the care and service of 
others in the Kenfig Hill 
community. 

Cdt Cpl Aston was 
“very pleased” to receive 
the award and Fit Lt 
Barry C Thomas, Officer 
Commanding, said: “I 
am pleased that Cdt Cpl 


on top of the problem is 
to deter dog owners 
from allowing their pets 
to foul. If a few owners 
were given spot fines, it 
would go a long way to 
reducing the problem.” 

Mr Spiller is being 
backed by Coun Ken 
Watts, who has put a 
number of questions into 
the council about dog 
fouling enforcement. 

“I was told that the 
council is now giving 
out cautions to people 


Aston’s ATC service has 
played a part in his 
achieving this award. 

“The Squadron has 
always been an impor¬ 
tant part of the commu¬ 
nity and many young 
people benefit by being a 
part of the organisation.” 

If you are at least 13 
years old, why not join 
2117 (Kenfig Hill) 
Squadron ATC? 

We are also looking 
for adult staff members 
and civilian committee 
members. 

We parade on 
Tuesdays and Fridays 
from 7pm to 9.30pm. For 
more information call 
01656 670125 on parade 
nights. 

Lindsay Thomas 


who are caught allowing 
their dogs to foul. But 
when I asked how many 
people had been cau¬ 
tioned, I was told that no 
records had been kept. 

“How on earth would 
the council know if 
someone had already 
been cautioned if there 
are no records? It was 
ludicrous. I have been 
told that they are now 
keeping a record of peo¬ 
ple who have been 
warned so that they can 
be fined if they commit a 
second office. 

“Between April 2007 
and March 2008, the 
council issued over 500 
fixed penalties for litter¬ 
ing and dog fouling, I 
am querying why they 
decided to issue cautions 
instead, especially with 
no record keeping 
involved.” 

Mr Spiller is calling 
on BCBC to follow 
Blaenau Gwent Council 
and employ an outside 
firm to enforce dog foul¬ 
ing laws. 

“This firm takes 60 
per cent of the fines 
which they use to cover 
their costs. It does not 
cost the council a penny 
and, in fact, they get 40 
per cent of the revenue 
from fines for doing 
nothing. 

“In the past six 
months alone, they have 
issued 1,000 fixed penal¬ 
ties at £75 a time for dog 
fouling and littering. 
This is a huge contrast to 
Bridgend, who have 
issued one fine for dog 
fouling and employ four 
people, although they 
also do litter and fly tip¬ 
ping enforcement. 

“If they took on out¬ 
side contractors, the four 
employees could con¬ 
centrate on the other 
aspects of their job.” 

Ken Watts said that he 
would be asking the 
council to investigate the 
possibility of taking on 
outside contractors. 

“I gather that the Vale 
Council is also consider¬ 
ing this so it seems that 
this may well be the way 
to go if we are to deter 
irresponsible dog own¬ 
ers from allowing their 
pets to foul and create a 
health hazard for other 
residents, especially 
children.” 


Community 
award for 
local cadet 



Cdt Cpl Jordan Aston with his award. 


YOUR CHANCE TO SHARE 
THE COMMUNITY NEWS 


Musical 

competitions 

A CHILDREN’S 
musical eisteddfod 
is being held in 
Treorchy Primary 
School on June 30, 
with the closing 
date for entries on 
April 30. 

There are various 
classes for both vocal 
and musical instru¬ 
ments. 

The adjudicators are 
Phillip Evans, instru¬ 
mental, piano and 
vocal; Ros Evans from 
Swansea (WNO) vocal; 
Norman Harris; instru¬ 
mental and piano and 
Andrew Jones; brass. 

For further informa¬ 
tion, phone Rhiannon 
on 07791 375519 or 
email: rhiannon- 
williamshale@ yahoo, co 
.uk. 

School 
concerts 
COR Meibion 
Cwm Garw (Garw 
Valley male voice 
choir) has recently 
taken part in two 
local primary 
school concerts. 

The first was at 
Ffaldau, where the guest 
was Janice Gregory, 

AM for Ogmore. 

Introductions to the 
various acts were by the 
pupils themselves, one 
of whom was Auttaya, 
the granddaughter of 
Ray Tippett, cor 
meibion’s bass singer. 

The concert began 
with Ffaldau school 
choir giving excellent 
renditions of ‘This 
Day’, ‘Galon Lan’ and 
‘Sunshine, Showers and 
Rainbows’. 

This was followed by 
traditional Welsh folk 
dancing by pupils from 
year-3 and Cor Meibion 
then performed three 
Welsh airs. Year-6 acted 
out a Welsh sketch and 
the school choir then 
returned with its ver¬ 
sions of ‘Pwy Wnaeth’ 
(who made), ‘Sospan 
Fach’ and ‘Believe’. 

Year-5 then put on a 
sketch titled ‘Gwyliau’ 
(holidays) with all being 
dressed for a sunny hol¬ 
iday except one young 
lad wearing winter 
clothing. 

This was followed by 
an interval, with the 
school choir starting the 
second half with a rock¬ 
’n’roll 60s style, includ¬ 
ing a hand jive of 
‘Monster Mash’, then 
Katy Perry’s ‘Firework’ 
and ‘Wherever you are’, 
the major hit by the mil¬ 
itary wives choir. 

Cor Meibion sang 
three more songs, fol¬ 
lowed by the school 
choir with its foot tap¬ 
ping rendition of 
‘Rocking All Over The 
World” and Jessie J’s 
‘Price Tag’. 

The choristers of Cor 
Meibion also travelled 
up to Manchester to 
participate in the thou¬ 
sand voice concert at 
the MEN arena, held to 


celebrate the Golden 
Jubilee of the Festival 
on March 24. 

There were 32 differ¬ 
ent choirs taking part, 
most from Wales, some 
from England and one 
from the southern hemi¬ 
sphere - the Australian 
Welsh Male Choir. 

The concert was con¬ 
ducted by the renowned 
Dr Alwyn Humphries, 
MBE; accompanist on 
the piano was Caradog 
Williams and on the 
organ the celebrated 
Tregelles Williams 
QBE. 

Guest artists included 
the talented 13-year-old 
violinist Charlie Lovell- 
Jones of Ysgol Glantaf, 
Cardiff; 13-year-old 
soprano Rhys Meilor of 
Llangefni; Kate 
Harwood, a sixth form 
student from Morriston, 
Swansea; and 21-year- 
old tenor from Neath, 
Joshua Mills, a student 
at the Guildhall School 
of Music and Drama. 

Joshua had had a 
busy weekend, on the 
Friday evening he had 
taken part in the annual 
concert of the Maesteg 
Gleemen male voice 
choir in Maesteg Town 
Hall. 

One unlucky young¬ 
ster was the Urdd Welsh 
National Youth 
Eisteddfod winner was 
Rhydian Jenkins, a 
pupil at Ysgol Gyfan 
Gymraeg Llangynwyd, 
whose soprano voice 
had recently broken. 

Charitable 

ladies 

THE Glades, a 
group of ladies who 
help local charities, 
meet in Aberkenfig 
Conservative Club 
on Tuesday 
evenings between 
8pm and 10pm. 

On April 17 at 
7.30pm the group will 
be donating £4,500 to 
seven different worth¬ 
while causes. Well 
done, ladies! 

Auditions 

MAESTEG 
Amateur Operatic 
Society will pro¬ 
duce a pantomime 
in November at 
Maesteg Town 
Hall, based on the 
story of Cinderella, 
and is looking for 
young persons 
aged 16 and over to 
act as the principal 
characters. 

Auditions will be 
held in St Michaels and 
All Angels church in 
Maesteg on Saturday 
April 14 from 12 noon 
onwards. 

If any readers are 
interested, contact 
Sarah Thomas on 07922 
218462. 

Carers’ 
centre 
BRIDGEND 
Carers’ Centre at 
87 Park Street, 
Bridgend (tel 
01656 658479), has 


NORTH BRIDGEND NEWS 

A message for all readers in the north of Bridgend who would 
like to have items included in the community news columns 
of The GEM: 

If you wish to submit reports on any social activity in this 
region, please contact me. 

I am very approachable and will endeavour to include 
every newsworthy subject. 

Contact details: CLIVE MITCHELL 
1 Tyn-Y-Coed Close, Sarn, Bridgend CF32 9NQ 
TEL: 01656 725399 
email: tynycoedl @yahoo. co. uk 



a series of events 
planned: 

Tuesday April 17: the 
REVIVE group, discuss 
with carers any difficul¬ 
ties they may be 
encountering with men¬ 
tal health or substance 
misuse. 

On April 19 the out¬ 
reach group will have 
the Citizen’s Advice 
Bureau in attendance at 
Maesteg council offices 
between 10am and 1pm. 

Also on April 19 
there is the ‘Body Blitz’ 
exercise class between 
1.30pm and 2.30pm 
with a fully qualified 
instructor Darija. 
Contact Davina at the 
centre. 

Aberkenfig 

WI 

meetings 

ABERKENFIG 
and District WIs’ 
spring council 
meeting will be 
held in Barry on 
May 18. The 
speaker will be 
Lowri Morgan, 

S4C presenter. 

There will be an 
evening with Ingrid 
Seward in Swansea on 
June 13. She is editor- 
in-chief of Majesty 
magazine and will be 
talking about the 60 
years of the Queen’s 
reign. 

A treasure trail walk 
round Cardiff Bay is on 
June 20, and on June 25 
a ‘day school’ will be 
held at WI Federation 


Quiz 

League 

posers 

HERE are your 
four specials: 

1) Where in the 
human body is the tem¬ 
poral bone situated? 

2) Which gulf to the 
north of Estonia is the 
easternmost arm of the 
Baltic Sea? 

3) Who, in 1990, in 
Tokyo, was the first 
boxer to beat Mike 
Tyson in a pro contest? 

4) In which town or 
city, better known for 
its football team, is the 
company headquarters 
of the car manufacturer 
Volkswagen? 

A RUDGE 
(for Quiz League) 
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House in Port Talbot on 
textile jewellery. 

The Glamorgan show 
at the North Cornelly 
community centre and 
public hall will be held 
on July 28. 

On August 8, 
Aberkenfig WI will be 
taking to the road for 
their annual trip, desti¬ 
nation to be confirmed. 

The next meeting of 
Aberkenfig and District 
WI will be on April 11 
when the speaker will 
be Steve Gorwill, 
whose subject is ‘A 
Traffic Policeman’s 


Lot’. The competition 
will be for an item 
beginning with the letter 
‘C’ and there will be a 
cake stall. 

New members and 
visitors are welcome at 
the meetings of 
Aberkenfig WI on the 
second Wednesday of 
each month at 2pm in 
the Welfare Hall, Heol 
Persondy, Aberkenfig. 

For further details 
please contact secretary 
Pat Lewis on 01656 
721933 or visit: 

WWW. cobwebs, co. uk 
under the letter ‘A’. 


BRIDGE IN 
BRIDGEND 


THE latest results 
from Bridgend 
Bridge Club are as 
follows: 

Wednesday, April 4, - 
first, Linda Pinnock and 
Bill Turner, second, Di 
Jones and Wendy 
Williams, third, Graham 
Jones and Irene Thomas. 

In addition to the reg¬ 
ular club nights on 
Wednesday and Friday at 
7pm in Nolton Church 


Hall, there are lessons 
for beginners on Fridays 
(with Graham Jones at 
7.30pm) and for 
improvers (Wednesdays 
at 2.30 with John Beard). 
All are welcome. 

To register an interest 
contact one of: John 
Beard 01446 771445, 
Graham Jones 01446 
771445, Steve Burgoyne 
01656 661958 or David 
Newman 01656 641938. 



New Bicycles 
for Adults 
and Children 

Skateboards, 
Scooters and 
all accessories 
Bicycle Servicing and Repairs 


Stockists 
of MADD 
Scooters, 
inc. 

She Devil 
and End c 
plus accei 

Also, new for 2012 The VX2 

Renner, 
Crayon 
&Hi Fi 
Skateboards 
& accessories 

NOW OPEN SUNDAYS 
Monday - Friday 9.15am - 5.30pm 
Saturday 10am-4pm; Sunday 11 am-3pm 

Unit IO9 Palmerston Workshops 
(opposite Waitrose), BARRY 

Tel: 01 446 733880 
www.beespokecycles.co.uk 
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Christmas card campaign success 



United Graphic Systems of Bridgend ran a Christmas card scheme last year when 
specially-designed cards by children at YBont were sold to local businesses, with all 
proceeds going to the charity. A total of £340.85 was raised for Y Bont. 

The above photograph shows staff and children at the charity receiving their cheque. 

As the economic squeeze tightens on families... \ 


Bridgend Foodbank 
feeds 2,845 people 
in county borough 


THE statistics for what has 
been the second full finan¬ 
cial year for Bridgend 
Foodbank show what we 
already knew; that we are 
continuing to get busier 
and busier, a spokesperson 
reports. 

During the 2010/2011 year, we 
fed 1,076 people (676 adults and 
400 children). In the last year, this 
rose to 2,845 people (2,010 adults 
and 835 children), almost three 
times as many, a spokesman 
reports. 

The top reason for clients to 
receive a voucher was a delay in 
benefits (33 per cent). The second 
reason, unsurprising in the current 
economic situation, was low 
income (21 per cent). 

The third reason is perhaps 
more so, homelessness (13 per 
cent). Other reasons include 
changes to benefits, debt, domes¬ 
tic violence, unemployment, the 
refusal of a crisis loan, sickness. 


delayed wages and children’s 
meals during school holidays. 

Since last April, we have 
opened distribution centres in 
Pontycymmer and Maesteg, and 
are now open in Porthcawl on a 
Tuesday as well as a Friday. 

We continue to be open in 
Nolton Street, Bridgend on 
Mondays, Tuesdays and Fridays, 
in Bettws on Wednesdays and in 
North Cornelly on Thursdays. 

We have also enjoyed a great 
deal of support from the local 
community and businesses. Last 
summer, we became Sainsbury’s 
Bridgend’s Local Charity of the 
Year. 

The team there have been very 
supportive and customers have 
donated an enormous 2.55 tonnes 
of food via our food collection 
boxes in store (this is enough to 
feed roughly 100 families for 
three days). 

More collection boxes are 
springing up throughout the bor¬ 
ough (you may already have seen 


them in the Co-ops in Pyle and 
Porthcawl or at the Principality 
Building Society in Bridgend and 
Porthcawl). Churches and schools 
rallied at harvest time to provide 
us with 7.6 tonnes of food, which 
gave a much-needed boost to our 
stocks (Easter eggs for all clients 
were also donated by Pen-y-Fai 
Church in Wales Primary School). 

Our unsafe front window in 
Bridgend was replaced by GRM 
Windows Ltd of Pontyclun. It was 
a real answer to our prayers, and 
has given us a more welcoming 
frontage. 

We would like to conclude by 
thanking everyone who has con¬ 
tributed in any way at all to our 
work during the course of the 
year. 

It can be sad to realise the 
hardships that are still around in 
this day and age. However, it’s a 
privilege to work with so many in 
our community who are commit¬ 
ted to helping others who find 
themselves in need. 


The blessing of Easter 

at St Theodore’s Church 



THE Rev Jonathan Durley, of the Parish of Kenfig 
Hill, with Palm Parade and Blessing of Palms on 
Palm Sunday; and handing out Easter egg cakes 
with a choir boy on Easter Sunday at St Theodore’s 
Church, Kenfig Hill. Pictures by Keith E Morgan 

Did you know you can read 
your GEM online? 

bridgend-today. co. uk 



‘Apologies for my 
absence, due to 
my indisposition’ 


F irst of all, may I 
send my sincere 
apologies to all the 
readers of The GEM, as 
well as The GEM’s staff 
for sending in my month¬ 
ly report a little late. 

Once again, my injuries, 
caused by the crash in 
December, have taken their toll. 
I had broken vertebrae in the 
neck, which had not been 
detected in Kingsmill Hospital, 
Marshfield, where I was admit¬ 
ted after the accident. 

It took a scan, fortunately 
arranged for me by Mr Stuart 
Jances, a specialist surgeon in 
Llandough Hospital, to detect it, 
and I was operated on in the 
University Hospital of Wales a 
fortnight ago. This obviously 
saved my life. 

I am now on the mend at last 
and I am looking forward to 
taking up my mayoral duties 
and getting back out to serve 
the community once more. 

Before the operation, I was 
able to attend the wonderful cel¬ 
ebration of the 103rd birthday 
of Mrs Ann Jones, who is a res¬ 
ident at the Breaksea Hotel. She 
is an amazing lady who does 
not look her age, and has all the 
faculties functioning naturally, 
an inspiration to all of us! 

I was able to attend the open 
day coffee morning held at The 
Rest to celebrate their 150th 
anniversary. It was wonderful to 
see so many people attending 
and my husband and I very 
much enjoyed listening to the 
presentation, which gave a 
detailed picture of the history of 
The Rest Home and its future 
plans. 

I wish them every success 
and hope their dreams come 
true. They deserve it! 

I was able to visit the 
Fairtrade coffee morning held at 
the bandstand in Porthcawl. 

It was held to remind us all 
of Porthcawl’s Fairtrade 
Partnership and despite the hor¬ 
rendous weather, it was 
extremely well attended. There 
*^ere crowds of people there. 


I was able to attend the 
‘Grace’s Gift’ charity evening in 
the Hi-Tide, which raised hun¬ 
dreds of pounds - a very suc¬ 
cessful evening. My husband 
and I also attended the Charter 
Night of the Porthcawl Lions 
Club in the Atlantic Hotel, a 
wonderful evening. 

The Porthcawl Lions Club’s 
members do so much for the 
town organisations and chosen 
charities. They deserve our 
thanks for all their hard work, 
all on a voluntary basis. 

The Eisteddfod highlights 
concert held at St John’s School 
once again showed the fantastic 
skills and talents our young 
people of Porthcawl have. 

As a member of the Grand 
Pavilion Advisory Group, the 
meeting I attended reminded me 
how hard the staff and manage¬ 
ment work and how well the 
Grand Pavilion is doing. 

I was unable to attend the 
KRUE silent auction held in the 
Prince of Wales Bowls’ Club, 
but I understand it was a huge 
success, as was their Walk for 
Life which began in the 
Seagulls’ Pub, West Park Drive, 
to raise funds for Kidney 
Eoundation of Wales. 

Chaired by Mrs Jean 
Schofield, they deserve as much 
support as possible. 

I was able to attend the fish 
and chip luncheon at the Hi- 
Tide, held by the Cancer 
Research UK committee of 
Porthcawl. They were formed in 
1965 and, since then, have 
worked so hard and have man¬ 
aged to raise an enormous 
amount of money. I hope their 
hard work continues to reap 
them the rewards they deserve. 

I sincerely apologise for all 
the functions I was not able to 
attend this month because of my 
admittance to hospital to under¬ 
go my operation. 

The RAP presentation in 
Bridgend College, the gala din¬ 
ner for the Mayor of Bridgend 
county borough’s charities, the 
50th anniversary tea of the 
Porthcawl Library, the Cor Bro 
Ogwr concert at All Saints 
Church, the Palm Sunday 


Remembrance Service at 
Margam Crematorium, the 60th 
diamond wedding celebration of 
Mr and Mrs Jones of Merlin 
Close - all of these functions I 
am afraid I was unable to 
attend. I wish to thank the 
Deputy Mayor and past Mayors 
for attending the functions I 
have been unable to. 

I was also unable to attend 
the quiz organised by the Civic 
Pund Committee at The Prince, 
in order to raise funds for my 
mayoral charities - Bamardo’s, 
Tenovus and RNLI. 

I understand it went extreme¬ 
ly well. My many thanks go out 
to all of the Civic Pund 
Committee members who 
worked so hard to organise this 
event. 

I was asked to call into the 
Atlantic Hotel to attend the cof¬ 
fee morning, again organised by 
the Civic Pund Committee 
members for my mayoral chari¬ 
ties. 

Many thanks go out to those 
residents of Porthcawl who used 
their time to visit - including 
our MP, Madeleine Moon. 

I have to admit it was, sadly, 
not attended as well as the com¬ 
mittee had hoped. Lets hope 
things will pick up this month. 

The committee is holding, in 
aid of my mayoral charities, a 
gala dinner at the Grand 
Pavilion on Priday April 20. 
Tickets are £25 each and 
include a Bucks Pizz reception, 
a three-course meal, coffee/tea 
and mints, guest speaker, enter¬ 
tainment and dancing until mid¬ 
night. There will be a raffle and 
an auction on the night. 

I do hope as many of you as 
possible can come. Tickets are 
available from the Civic Pund 
Committee. 

I am very much looking for¬ 
ward to the month ahead and 
my return to service the com¬ 
munity of Porthcawl. I have 
missed you all so much. I can¬ 
not stress this enough. 

Take care. I shall write to 
you at the end of the month. 

COUN BARBARA 
STUBBS, 

Mayor ofPorthcaw^ 


Wishing BYT cast good luck! 



Among those wishing the cast of ‘Billy - The Musical’ luck were Coun Colin Teesdale, 
Coun Barbara Stubbs (The Mayor of Porthcawl) and Bridgend MP Madeleine Moon. 
Photograph by KEITH E MORGAN. 

(SEE PAGE 8 EOR A REVIEW AND PHOTOGRAPHS). 
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BRIDGEND LEARNERS TEAM 
UP TO WIN MONEY FOR LIFE 

CHALLENGE {and fly the flag for Wales!) 


A TEAM of young 
learners from 
Bridgend will carry 
the Welsh flag 
proudly in the UK 
Grand Final of the 
Money for Life 
Challenge after 
winning the Wales 
final at Cardiff City 
Stadium last week. 

The rising cost of 
food that leaves many 
people with little money 
at the end of the week to 
spend on other house¬ 
hold essentials inspired 
the ‘Don’t Buy Posh - 
Save Your Dosh’ team 
from ACT Training 
Bridgend to come up 
with money-saving 
advice for young people. 

The team will now 
present their money 
management project to a 
panel of high profile 
judges at the UK Grand 
Final in London on May 
23, where they will have 
a chance to win £2,500 
for a charity of their 
choice, £100 of Bonus 
Bonds for each member 
and a Lloyds Banking 
Group mentor for a year. 

The team - Paige 
Sparrow, Ryan 

Gardener, Alex Mayhew 
and Shannon Mears - 
provide an insight into 
buying own-brand foods 
that needn’t cost the 



The winning ‘Don’t Buy Posh - Save Your Dosh’ team from ACT 
Training Bridgend with Sarah Porretta from Lloyds Banking Group. 


earth. They targeted 
other young people at 
their training centre 
aged between 16-18 
years who were often 
spending large amounts 
on their weekly shop 
without realising the 
savings they could 
make. 

They also set up their 
own Value Cafe, within 
the common room at 
ACT Training with a 
menu using value foods. 

The team also cooked 
a meal for a local com¬ 
munity group Mental 
Health Matters with 
taste sessions hosted to 
demonstrate how own 
brands were just as good 


as other well known 
food brands. 

“It’s shocking and 
amazing to win and to 
represent our country in 
London,” said Paige. 

“We plan to have 
dragons printed on our 
pinnies for the UK 
Grand Final. The project 
has boosted our confi¬ 
dence and the teamwork 
has been brilliant.” 

The competition is 
designed to find the 
most successful and 
innovative ways to 
improve the money 
management skills of 
learners, their friends, 
families and communi¬ 
ties. The teams applied 


for small grants to run 
various money manage¬ 
ment activities. 

Money for Life 
Challenge is part of the 
Money for Life pro¬ 
gramme, a unique part¬ 
nership between Lloyds 
Banking Group and fur¬ 
ther education sector 
partners in the four 
nations of the UK. 

Sarah Porretta, head 
of the Money for Life 
Programme at Lloyds 
Banking Group, said: 

“I am so impressed 
with the originality, cre¬ 
ativity and enthusiasm 
shown by the teams, 
which is really inspiring. 

“The Challenge 


focuses on equipping a 
new generation with the 
skills they need to best 
manage their money, 
helping them to realise 
their everyday needs and 
lifetime goals and allow¬ 
ing them to develop 
these skills and put them 
into practice. 

“We look forward to 
welcoming the winning 
team to the UK Grand 
Final to be held on May 
23.1 only wish we could 
take all the Welsh final¬ 
ists.” 

The other Welsh 
finalists were Debtly 
Matters from St David’s 
Catholic College, 
Cardiff Drive Well 
Spend Less from ACT 
Training in Cardiff, 
Every Penny Counts 
from Port Talbot A4e 
Centre and Budget 
Brainstormers from 
Carmarthen Youth 
Project. 

The teams came up 
with innovative ideas, 
including money saving 
websites, advice on how 
to save on fuel and car 
costs, using drama and a 
workshop to spread 
money management 
skills to young people 
and buying own-brand 
foods to cut shopping 
bills. 

DUNCAN 

FOULKES 


Musical touch 
of Wild West 


AFTER a winter of 
rehearsing, CAOS 
are bringing a 
touch of the Wild 
West to the Vale 
this spring. 

Their 2012 produc¬ 
tion is Calamity Jane, 
which re-creates the 
famous 1953 film star¬ 
ring Doris Day and 
Howard Keel. 

It features songs such 
as The Deadwood 
Stage, Windy City and 
Secret Love, along with 
many others, . 

Under the direction 
of Mary Jeffreys and 
the baton of John 


Murray, local talent 
such as Joanne Lee 
Mallett and Nick James 
as Calamity and Wild 
Bill, with a full support¬ 
ing cast and orchestra, 
the story is brought to 
life. 

The show runs from 
April 18-21 at 7.30pm 
at Llantwit Major 
Comprehensive School 

Tickets are now 
available from society 
members, Chris 
Williams Optometrist 
Llantwit Major, Davies 
Newsagents Cowbridge, 
and from 01446 
773169. 


Plaid unveils 
candidates 


PLAID CYMRU 
has announced its 
local council elec¬ 
tion candidates for 
the Bridgend and 
Ogmore constituen¬ 
cies. 

Malcolm James will 
defend his Llangynwyd 
seat, joined by Danny 
Clark (Ynysawdre) and 
Nicola Thomas 

(Aberkenfig). Kyle 
Duggan and Gareth Huw 
Ifan will contest 
Maesteg East, while 
Wayne Howells and Dai 
Berry are set for 
Maesteg West. 

In the Bridgend con¬ 
stituency, former Plaid 
Assembly candidate Tim 


Thomas, and Sara 
Thomas contest the two 
Morfa ward seats. 

Also in the Bridgend 
constituency. Plaid have 
selected former 

Westminster candidate, 
Nick Thomas, along 
with David Thomas for 
the Brackla ward; David 
Bolton (Oldcastle), 
Nigel Howe (Pendre) 
and Alan Roberts, 
Porthcawl East Central. 
Sian Davies will also 
contest the Newton 
ward. 

Plaid also unveiled a 
number of town council 
candidates including a 
strong presence in the 
Plaid-controlled 
Llangynwyd 
Community Council. 


Amelia 
(5) in 
her 
Easter 
hat! 





THE picture shows 
Amelia Powell (5) 
ready for the Wick 
and Marcross 
Church in Wales 
Primary School 
Easter hat parade! 


WERE 

ONLINE! 

Did you 
know you 
can read your 
GEM online? 
bridgend- 
today.co.uk 


itted Bedroom & Home Office Specialists Super Sale!!! 



Town & Country Bedrooms are a South 
Wales based family fitted furniture 
company. We design and install genuine 
made to measure fitted bedrooms and 
home office to your exact requirements. 
There are hundreds of variations in colours 
and finishes to 
make that 
dream bedroom 
a reality!! So 
call us today 
and book your 
FREE HOME 
CONSULTATION! 


Town & Country Bedrooms 

Call Now!! 01656 657526 



Bespoke Solutions for that perfect fit 


111 if 
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Made to Measure Sliding doors ■ Home Office 


Town & Country Dedrooms 

www.townandcountrybedrooms.co.uk 


Ten Good Reasons to choose Town & Country Bedrooms 

Over 30 Years experience in fitted furniture 
10 Year Guarantee on all fitted units 
Genuine made to measure units 
Over 1000 variations in door style & colour 
Expert fitting by professional tradesmen 
The latest 3D computer aided design software 
Relaxed no pressure sales approach 
Full carcase construction on most units** 

FREE home measure & consultation 
View our work online at townandcountrybedrooms.co.uk 

Unit 1 North Point 
Western Avenue 
Bridgend Undustrial Estate 
Bridgend CF31 3RX 
Tel: 01656 657526 

DESIGN MANUFACTURE INSTALL 
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BRIDGEND YOUTH THEATRE BRING 
TOST ENGLISH MUSICAL TO LIFE 





REVIEW by PHILIP IRWIN 


I T is never easy to predict which shows 
the Bridgend Youth Theatre (BYT) 
will take on. 

Last year it was a crowd pleaser - The King and I 
- while the year before it was the dark and challeng¬ 
ing Sweeney Todd. 

This year, BYT director Roger Burnell went for a 
‘lost’ English classic in Billy - The Musical, which 
comes with a very good pedigree. 

After all, a show based on Keith Waterhouse’s 
novel, Billy Liar, music by John Barry and lyrics by 
Don Black, and with Clement and La Frenais pro¬ 
viding the dialogue, ought to be a fixture in the West 
End. Instead, it is pretty much forgotten. 

Maybe there is a law that states that you can’t 
have two hit shows with ‘Billy’ in the title. 

The story revolves around young Billy Fisher, 
played superbly by Joe Wiltshire-Smith. Billy’s 
problem is an over-active imagination and a tenden¬ 
cy to retreat into a dream world rather then deal with 
day to day life. 

Waterhouse’s novel asks whether he can take that 
step out into the real world, rather than staying 
‘safe’ in his imagination. 

Billy’s tall tales and lies mean that he has three 
girls in his life - and is engaged to two of them. 

There is Rita (Dana Jeynes) who is attractive but 
common as muck. Then there is Barbara (played by 
Harmony Miller on the night I saw) who is a dull, 
prudish home-maker. 

Finally, there is Liz (Mel Stevens) who is sexy 
and his true soulmate. 

Tough choice eh? 

Unfortunately, for Billy it is a tough choice, 
because being with Liz will mean taking a leap in 
the dark and heading off to London to seek their 
fame and fortune. 

Apart from demonstrating the company’s singing 
and dancing skills, Billy gives the young cast a 
chance to try out their regional accents. 

Waterhouse came from Yorkshire and we are very 
much in Last of the Summer Wine and Geoffrey 
Boycott territory. 

The scenes in Billy’s home give Jack Hughes- 
Davies and Lowri Izzard, as his mum and dad, 
together with Hannah Dando as his grandmother, a 
chance to go wildly over the top with their Yorkshire 
accents - and they got plenty of laughs in the 
process. 

Corey Bridgemen, as Billy’s best friend Arthur, is 
another BYT member whom makes the most of 
every line, and he is an accomplished dancer as 
well. 

There was strong support from Dave Gamer (as 
Coun Duxbury) and from leuan Briers as Shadrack, 
Billy’s boss. 

However, the focus of the show is inevitably 
Billy, together with the three girls in his life. 

Joe Wiltshire-Smith played the title role and, as 
he seems to have been a fixture in the BYT for 
years, there is a tendency to take him for granted 
these days. 

If he messed up it might be noteworthy, but Joe 
always seems so assured on stage that he makes it 
all look very easy. To go from Jean Valjean for 
Porthcawl Comprehensive to a comedy role such as 
Billy shows just how versatile he is. 

The songs in Billy are all well within his range, 
so he had no chance to really show off his voice, but 
this role stretched him in other ways. 

He has to get across that Billy, despite his come¬ 
dy talents, is too scared 
to follow his dreams, and 
yet still make him sym¬ 
pathetic. 

Harmony Miller, as 
Barbara, has to play a 
character that is a figure 
of fun and does a fine 
job. Vocally, she has 
really made great strides 
in recent years, and has a 
really strong and warm 
voice. 

Dayna Jeynes made 
Rita a brassy, loud and 
pushy girl, and she also 
has a strong stage pres¬ 
ence. 

Mel Stevens, as Liz, is 
another BYT regular 
from whom you routine¬ 
ly expect excellence, and 
she did not disappoint. Mel 


PHOTOGRAPHS 
by RANDELL JOHN 

w ww.r andellj ohnphotography.com 

01656 662324 


will be starting at the Royal Welsh College of Music 
and Drama, and is another one to watch in the 
future. 

The orchestra, under the direction of Mike 
Plowman, were once again excellent, as was the 
choreography from Lizzie Davies Macmillan. 

Roger Burnell’s direction, as usual, makes sure 
the young cast are all contributing to telling the 
story. 

I have described Billy as a comedy, and that is 
true of the first half. The second half is quite sad, 
and the show has a real downbeat ending, when 
Billy chickens out of joining Liz on her adventure. 

Perhaps that explains why the show is not per¬ 
formed that often, despite its many virtues. Billy 
Elliot has a real feel good ending, while Billy Liar is 
the opposite. 

Sad endings can work if they are dramatic and 
uplifting, just look at West Side Story or Carousel, 
but Billy’s downbeat conclusion is not in that 
league. 

That said, this show was yet another high quality 
effort from the BYT, warmly appreciated by the 
audience, and this young company is a credit to the 
borough. 

(See next week for the cast list and more photo¬ 
graphs). 


ABOVE: Well, Corey Bridgeman did say he’d give 
his right arm for a lead role! 


ABOVE: Billy (Joe Wiltshire-Smith) 
with a passionate fan club in one 
of his dream sequences. 
BELOW: 

Billy back home with his father, 
played by Jack Hughes-Davies. 


ABOVE: 

Billy with Liz (played by Mel Stevens). 


ABOVE: Harmony Miller as Barbara, 
makes plans for her future with Billy. 


ABOVE: 

Dave Garner as Coun Duxbury. 
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YOUR CHANCE TO SHARE COMMUNITY NEWS 


Pisgah Ladies 
Fellowship 

COFFEE evening - 
It is very refresh¬ 
ing when, in this 
day and age, an 
organisation can 
put the need of 
others above theirs. 

It happened recently 
when the Ladies 
Fellowship from Pisgah 
Chapel, who are in dire 
need of funds to pay for 
the restoration of their 
chapel organ, held a 
coffee evening to help 
the local community 
centre. 

It was an extremely 
successful evening, dur¬ 
ing which they were 
entertained with a 
demonstration of gift 
wrapping and a game of 
bingo. 

Following this, they 
sold home-made cakes 
and marmalade, and 
hand crafts, raising a 
superb £270, which 
they donated to a small 
local charity, the Talbot 
Community Centre. 

Wellbeing 

Centre 

ACTIVITIES being 


held by the Mental 
Health Matters, 
Wales at the Talbot 
Community Centre, 
Prince Road, 

Kenfig Hill on 
Wednesday April 18 
include: reading 
group from 1.30pm 
to 2.30pm and an 
education pro¬ 
gramme for patients 
talk from 2.30pm to 
3.30pm. There will 
also be a social 
afternoon from 1pm 
to 5pm. 

Neighbourhood 

Watch 

Mobile phones - 

A local man was in 
court last week 
after being caught 
using his mobile 
phone while driv¬ 
ing in the Pyle 
area. 

He pleaded guilty 
and received a fine 
of£360. 

Pyle NPT are hoping 
that this sends out a 
strong and positive mes¬ 
sage to those whom are 
likely to commit road 



COMMUNITY 

NEWS 

TREOES, LLANGAN 
& ST MARY HILL 
Your local correspondent is 
Nancy Davidge, “Tynewydd”, 
Llangan. (01656) 860303 


L 1 a n g a n 
Community 
Council 

A meeting took place 
on April 2, when the 
following matters 
were discussed: 

Speeding traffic: 
Speed monitoring is con¬ 
tinuing near Llangan 
Primary School, and 240 
vehicles have been 
checked, with 47 drivers 
found speeding. Some 
were fined and penalty 
points imposed. 

Speed checks through 
the village of Treoes 
have taken place more 
than one once, but I can¬ 
not recall any driver 
being prosecuted. 

Treoes Hall: It has 
been reported that urgent 
repairs are needed on the 
wall of the community 
hall; the rendering on 
the right hand side of the 
entrance is breaking 
away and the gutters 
need clearing. 

The council secretary 
will bring these prob¬ 
lems to Creative Rural 
Communities and has 
applied for funding for 
the work to be carried 
out. 

Llangan Hall: 

Council clerk is to meet 
contractors for the instal¬ 
lation of a compound for 
gas tank, as required by 
Health and Safety; and 
also for electricity work 
within the hall. 

This work should 
have been carried out 
many years ago. 

A request has been 
made for the replace¬ 
ment of a rubbish bin at 
Fferm Goch. Dog poo 
bins have been delivered 


to Fferm Goch, but oth¬ 
ers are needed in 
Llangan. 

Council elections: 

James Mordecai and 
Loraine West will not 
seek re-election for 
Treoes and Llangan 
Community Council. 

Young 
at Heart 

ON April 5, club mem¬ 
bers enjoyed a coach 
trip to the St Mellons 
Garden Centre - and 
what an enjoyable visit 
it turned out to be, with 
plants of every kind, 
clothing and footwear 
at greatly-reduced 
prices. 

We then commenced 
our journey to 
Caerphilly and arrived 
outside the town for 
lunch. 

We then continued 
through the less congest¬ 
ed main roads, eventual¬ 
ly back to Treoes. 

Once again, a big 
thank you to Anne Ellis, 
Barbara Grig and Marje 
Adams for their help 
with the less able club 
members. 

Vestry 

THE next event in the 
St Canna’s vestry will 
take place on April 18 at 
7.30pm - the theme 
being ‘introduction to 
family history’. 

Reminder 

GO along to the Treoes 
Community Hall on 
Tuesday, April 24 and 
be entertained by the 
vocal ensemble ‘Bella 
Donna’. 

The concert will begin 
at 7.30pm and will cost 
£5 per ticket. Telephone 
Mary Crandon on 01656 
861933. 


COMMUNITY 
NEWS from 
KENFIG HILL 
AND PYLE 
by Richard Sims 

Telephone: 01656 746840 
Mobile: 07802 439679 

E-Mail: richardsims@talktalk.net 
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traffic offences. 

PACT update - In 
response to parking 
problems highlighted at 
the last PACT meeting, 
at least 15 fixed penalty 
notices have been 
issued in the High 
Street, Waunbant Road, 
Croft Goch, Bridge 
Street and Pisgah Street, 
all areas of Kenfig Hill. 

Grand 

Slam 

IT was much 
appreciated when 
Alan Phillips, 
Kenfig Hill RFC 
president and 
Welsh team man¬ 
ager, brought the 
Six Nations trophy 
along for members 
to view and have 
their photographs 
taken with. 

This is the sec¬ 
ond time that 
members have had 
the opportunity to 
see a major trophy 
at the club after 
Alan recently 
brought the Triple 
Crown along. 

This really excit¬ 
ed the junior play¬ 
ers, who are hop¬ 
ing to play for both 
one day. 

Charity 
golf event 
GOLFERS wanted 
- KPC Youth, the 
charity for young 
people, will be 
holding their chari¬ 
ty golf day at the 
Grove Golf Club, 
near Porthcawl, on 
June 22. 

This is your chance 
to enjoy a day’s golf 
with friends or col¬ 
leagues and support a 
local charity at the same 
time. A team of four 
costs £160, or £140 if 
booked before April 30. 
The cost will include 
coffee on arrival, golf 
fees and a buffet lunch 
following the round of 
golf. 


KPC are seeking 
sponsorship for a raffle 
and auction prizes, or 
£50 to sponsor a hole. 

For entry forms and 
further details contact 
Alison Mawby at KPC 
Youth, located next to 
Pil Primary School, off 
Pyle Inn Way, Pyle, 
Bridgend, CF33 6AB, 
or ring 01656 
749219/745399. 

Talbot 
Community 
Centre 
THE Talbot 
Community 
Centre, Prince 
Road, Kenfig Hill, 
formerly known as 
the Talbot 
Institute, is a small 
charity, currently 
thriving because of 
the hard work put 
in by volunteers 
and those 

employed on a part 
paid, part volun¬ 
tary basis, and sup¬ 
port from local 
people. 

However, in the pres¬ 
ent economic climate it 
is very difficult for 
them to get funding, 
donations and other 
types of income. 

They very much 
appreciate the donations 
received such as raffle 
prizes, books and jig¬ 
saws. 

They would also like 
to thank Bethel 
Community Church, 
Pisgah Ladies 
Fellowship and the Pyle 
Community Council for 
the money donated by 
them over the past year. 


GLAZE 
MUSIC afternoon 
- The charity 
afternoon of music 
hosted by ex Welsh 
rugby international 
Ray Giles in aid of 
GLAZE Prostate 
Cancer at the 
Princess of Wales 
Hospital was most 
entertaining. 

It was also held at an 
appropriate time, as it 
coincided with the 65th 
birthday of Howard 
Phillips, Chairman of 
Kenfig Hill RFC. 

What a success it 
turned out to be with a 
magnificent £500 being 
raised for GLAZE. 

Accolade for 
a legend! 

IT is only on very 
special occasions 
that both the home 
and visiting players 
line up to applaud 
a fellow player tak¬ 
ing the field; how¬ 
ever, this was the 
case recently when 
Kenfig Hill AFC 
entertained promo¬ 
tion challengers 
Treforest FC in the 
First Division of 
the South Wales 
Amateur League. 

On this occasion, the 
plaudits were for Kenfig 
Hill legend Stuart 
Davies, who was play¬ 
ing in his 510th amateur 
league match for the 
club. 

Stuart broke the 
existing record of 509 
games, held by life 
member Peter James, 
who retired from the 


MONKS WOOD 
ON THE MEND 



VILLAGERS in Wick have 
taken the first steps to putting 
their community woodland - 
Monks Wood - back to its best. 

Trees on the site, which is owned 
and managed as a community wood¬ 
land by the Woodland Trust, were 
damaged by horses that were dumped 
on the site earlier this year. 

The horses, which soon became 
desperate for food, stripped the bark 


from many trees. Damage was also 
done to gates leading to the woodland. 

So, on Good Friday, some of the vil¬ 
lagers were busy planting ‘withies’ - 
willow saplings to the uninitiated. 

George Jeffrey, on behalf of the 
Monks Wood team, told The GEM: 
“The Easter Monday rain did have a 
silver lining, because it helped our 
newly-planted withies settle in!” 



Stuart Davies receives his accolades for breaking the Kenfig Hill AFC 
record appearance with 510 games for the club. 



Members of Kenfig Hill RFC got their hands 
on a second major rugby trophy in two months 
as Wales Grand Slam trophy visited the club¬ 
house. 


Colwinston CC hunt 
for new players 


game in 2001. 

These two are the 
only players to have 
broken the 500-game 
milestone for the first 
team during the 56 
years that Kenfig Hill 
has played in the South 
Wales Amateur League. 

Treforest showed 
their genuine respect for 
Stuart’s remarkable 
achievement by present¬ 
ing him with a bottle of 
bubbly before the kick¬ 
off. 

Stuart has been an 
outstanding player and 
ambassador since mak¬ 
ing his debut for the 
club against local rivals 
Porthcawl Town on the 
September 1, 1993. 

On March 12, 1994 
he scored his first goal 
for the club before 
going on to break Dai 
Williams’ 27-year-old 
record of 279 goals in 
February 2007. 

Since then, Stuart has 
scored a further 57, 
making it 337 goals in 
510 games, a truly 
remarkable record that 
will take some beating. 

Among other club 
records held by Stuart is 
the highest number of 
hat-tricks, which 
presently stands at 23. 

He has also scored 
four goals in a match on 
six occasions and five 
on two occasions. 

It remains to be seen 
whether he can emulate 
David Williams’ feat of 
scoring six goals in one 
match, which was 
achieved during an 8-1 
win over Cwm Welfare 
in 1966. 

However, this cannot 
be ruled out should he 
remain free of injury as 
he has proved time and 
time again that he is a 
club’s striking dream. 

LOYALTY 
TO CLUB 

Over the years, Stuart 
has received many 
offers to play at a high¬ 
er level, but has always 
remained committed 
and loyal to his local 
club, and for this 
Kenfig Hill will always 
be mighty thankful. 

Now in the twilight 
of his playing career, 
Stuart has become club 
secretary and is at pres¬ 
ent organising a ‘gentle¬ 
man’s evening’ to be 
held at Blanco’s on 
April 20, when Neil 
‘Razor’ Ruddock will 
be the guest. 

Everyone at the club 
hopes that Stuart will 
continue to enjoy play¬ 
ing for as long as possi¬ 
ble, and they also wish 
him success in his new 
role in administration. 


COLWINSTON 
Cricket Club wel¬ 
comes anyone who 
enjoys social crick¬ 
et. 

All our games are 
friendlies and played in 
good spirit. So if you are 
a teenager who wants to 
develop a bit or are 
somewhat older and 
enjoy a game and good 
company, then CCC is 
for you. 

Home games take 
place at The Village 
Field Colwinston. The 
mid wicket/cover bound¬ 
ary is famous for being 


short and players are dis¬ 
couraged from hitting 
the ball too often into the 
adjoining fields. 

The ethos of the club 
is simple. All members 
are welcome, regardless 
of ability. 

We have a youth poli¬ 
cy so that usually means 
the team includes 
teenagers as well as 
more experienced play¬ 
ers. 

For more details, con¬ 
tact Ian Foxall on 07734 
863529, or email 
ian. foxall @ hotmail. com 

MB 















































10 - THE GEM 


www.facebook.com/semnews • www,twitter,com/sem news 


Thursday, April 12th, 2012 


St Athan offers ‘bright new prospects’ 

Enterprise zone 
confirmed in Vale 


THE new enterprise 
zone in the Vale, 
covering St Athan 
and Cardiff 

Airport, was con¬ 
firmed recently at a 
launch meeting. 

The announcement 
was made by the 
Business and Enterprise 
Minister, Edwina Hart 
AM, at the British 
Airways Maintenance 


Centre (BAMC), where 
Vale AM Jane Hutt wel¬ 
comed the Minister and 
the chair of the 
Enterprise Zone Planning 
Group, Professor Garel 
Rhys, for the launch of 
the St Athan and Airport 
Enterprise Zone. 

It was pointed out that 
BAMC had taken on 
apprentices and also 160 
new staff over the past 
year. Many of these, it 


was stated, were local 
skilled aerospace engi¬ 
neers who had worked at 
St Athan. 

Jane Hutt said: “The 
launch of the St Athan 
and Airport Enterprise 
Zone marks a significant 
commitment by the 
Welsh Government, with 
bright new prospects for 
the local economy and 
the wider aerospace sec¬ 
tor in south-east Wales. 

“We also heard the 
excellent news that 
BAMC will be undertak¬ 
ing the maintenance of 
the new 787 aircraft 
engines at the Rhoose 
site providing new 
opportunities for a 
skilled workforce. 

“Professor Garel Rhys 
will lead the enterprise 
zone over the next few 
months to ensure we 
have the best start to this 
exciting new develop¬ 
ment for our local econo¬ 
my.” 

However, the Vale MP, 
Alun Cairns, has 
expressed his anger and 
frustration that Barry has 
been left in the cold.. 

Mr Cairns said: 
“Naturally, I am pleased 
that we are making 
progress at St Athan but 
am vety sorry that Barry 
has missed out. It wasn’t 
an either or - St Athan 
and Barry should have 
been included. 

“I am also concerned 


that Wales is behind the 
game in the roll-out and 
delivery of these zones, 
with many zones in 
England already up and 
running. 

“We now need to capi¬ 
talise on the skills of the 
staff who have worked at 
the site and make sure 
that we retain these skills 
and expert knowledge 
base within our commu¬ 
nity. 

“The Welsh 

Government need to act 
quickly to make their 
aerospace park become a 
reality as part of their 
enterprise zone scheme. 
I’m in touch with the 
MoD regarding the plans 
for the superhanger, and 
am optimistic about the 
outcome.” 

He returned to the sub¬ 
ject of Barry: “I will con¬ 
tinue to press the Welsh 
Government to extend 
the area to include Barry 
- to help regenerate the 
area and attract new 
employers. The case for 
Barry as an enterprise 
zone is convincing, with 
strong support from resi¬ 
dents and businesses 
alike. 

“Barry is Wales’ 
biggest town and I do 
hope that the Welsh 
Government will heed 
our calls and help us rein¬ 
vigorate and diversify 
employment for Barry.” 

PHILIP IRWIN 


PM on election 
trail in Vale 



Andrew RT Davies, David Cameron and Cheryl 
Gillan are pictured in Barry. 

Prime Minister David Cameron, with Andrew R 
T Davies AM, Leader of the Welsh Conservatives 
in the National Assembly, and Welsh Secretary 
Cheryl Gillan MP, were in the Vale last week to 
launch Welsh Tories’ local election campaign. 

Andrew R T Davies said: ‘‘It was a great priv¬ 
ilege for the Prime Minister to join us on the 
campaign trail to back small businesses in 
Barry. ” 



CSBoxallLtd 


C.S. Boxall is a family business 
established since 1990 


Over 30 years experience in the plumbing and heating industry. 

Currently, we are undergoing a 
big expansion in our showroom 

_ _ stores, enabling us to have 

I more stock on display and held in 
M W fo'' O'-"' customers to purchase. 

|| . CS Boxall can supply a same day service. 

' * ^ ^ Whatever you require, give us a call. 

% 15 U PLUMBING & HEATING MATERIALS 

^ CALOR GAS BOTTLES 


TOOL & PLANT HIRE 


VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 


For all your renewable energy 
requirements. Come and take a look 
at our working renewable energy 
centre and learn more about how to 
source energy for your home. 


I Up to 7 years warranty on 
Worcester boilers, parts and labour 


Air to air heat pump 
Solar ground source 
heat pump 

Solar water heating panels 
Wood burners ... 
multi-fuel, bio mass, wood. 
Gasification systems. 


Stockists of Draper 
Tools and Plant Hire. 


Serving both the commercial and domestic market. 
All work guaranteed - Finance Available. 


BOILERS 


Office 01446 772444 
Shop 01446 772292 
www.csboxall.co.uk 


OPEN: 
8.00am 
rtil S.OOpml 


Gas Safe Installers B 


FREE LOCAL CALOR GAS DELIVERY & FREE SAFETY CHECK 
39F Vale Business Park, Llandow, Nr Cowbridge, CF71 7PF 


Art for Autism competition 
launched at Westminster 



ABOVE: Alun Cairns MP (second on left) with fellow judges at the launch of the 
Create! Art for Autism 2012 competition. 


BEECHWOOD College 
launched the national art 
competition. Create! Art 
for Autism 2012, at a par¬ 
liamentary reception in 
London, hosted by Alun 
Cairns, MP for the Vale. 

In its second year, the compe¬ 
tition has attracted high profile 
judges, including TV presenters 
Jane Asher and Gaby Roslin, and 


Mark Lever, chief executive of 
the National Autistic Society. 

The judging panel also includes 
Mr Cairns MP, Hugh Morgan, 
chief executive of Autism Cymru 
and Brendan Burns, twice winner 
of the National Eisteddfod Gold 
Medal in fine art and lecturer at 
the University of Glamorgan. 

It is open to all young people 
aged 11-25 years with an Autistic 
Spectrum Condition (ASC) 
including Asperger’s Syndrome. 


They are invited to enter the 
four main categories: 2D art, 3D 
art, digital art and poetry. 

The finalists’ artwork will 
form a national art tour involving 
Cardiff, Bristol, Birmingham and 
London. 

Closing date for the competi¬ 
tion is May 18. Finalists will 
then be announced on June 12 
and the awards ceremony will 
take place on July 6. 


Supernatural visitors on 
Barry Island ghost train 


THE famous seaside resort of 
Barry Island (known in Welsh 
as Ynys y Barri) gets its name 
from St Baruc from the 6th 
Century. 

It looks out across the Bristol 
Channel, and remained as an iso¬ 
lated island until the 1880s.Barry 
Island was first documented in 
1087, when the Vikings invaded 
the waters around the area. 

Evidence of Stone Age settle¬ 
ments have also been found by 
archaeologists, who unearthed 
Mesolithic flint tools at Eriars 
Point, as well as Bronze Age bur¬ 
ial mounds or cairns. 

Immigrants are thought to have 
flocked to the area, where indica¬ 
tions of both Bronze Age and Iron 
Age Celtic cultures inhabited the 
island. A Celtic tribe, the Silures 
also left their mark, and even the 
Romans are thought to have occu¬ 
pied the islet. 

It was during the Roman era 
that St Baruc, who was a disciple 
of St. Cadoc, visited the island, 
and on being sent back to Plat 
Holm to retrieve notes to read to 
the people from St Cadoc, 
drowned in the treacherous waters 
of the Channel. 

His body was buried in a chapel 
dedicated to him in Eriars Road, 
where its ruins are still visible. 

The island would probably 
have been overshadowed by 
woodland during ancient times, so 


it would only be possible to reach 
it by boat or on foot across the 
sands at low tide. But over time, 
the trees were felled to cultivate 
the land for farming. 

The leisure park was founded 
by Vernon Studt from Bavaria, 
who began his life on the island 
dealing horses, before opening the 
first showground on Barry Island 
beach in the late 1800s. 

During the 1880s, Barry Island 
(or peninsula as it is also known) 
became connected to the mainland 
when Barry town began to 
expand. Barry Docks was estab¬ 
lished by David Davies, and 
opened by the Barry Railway 
Company in 1896 when the line 
was completed to carry steam 
trains. 

Butlins, on the hill at Nell’s 
Point, was the smallest camp built 
in UK, opening for business in 
1966. Over 800 chalets were built 
to accommodate people and 
Butlins sold the business in 1986 
to Majestic Holidays. The camp 
eventually closed in 1996 with the 
land cleared by 2005. 

Wales is known for its tales of 
myths and legends, and Barry 
Island seems to hold its own 
account of folklore and ghostly 
tales. 

The hazy image of a lady 
dressed in old-fashioned clothing 
is understood to walk the hills 
around Whitmore Bay. It is not 


known who she was, but why 
would this lady want to revisit a 
place that would be unrecognis¬ 
able to her today, in a modem 
world beyond her understanding? 

On clear, moonlit nights in the 
depths of the Bristol Channel, a 
mysterious ghost ship is said to 
trawl the seas around the island, 
only to vanish into thin air. Could 
this distinct image be a ship from 
a bygone era, or just an illusion of 
the mind? 

Within the grounds of the 
Pleasure Park, the ghost train is 
thought to attract visitors of the 
supernatural kind. Tmcks inside 
this fearful attraction have been 
said to run along the tracks on 
their own accord for no apparent 
reason. 

One account describes an 
unrecognisable passenger travel¬ 
ling in one of the tmcks, only to 
disappear in an instant. Who 
could this mysterious person be, 
and could they have had links with 
funfairs from a departed era? 

The legend of aliens circling the 
skies around the island is a mod¬ 
ern mythical tale. They are said to 
descend on the area in search of 
fish and other modern foodstuffs. 

But is this a story of fantasy, or 
just a tale of make-believe? Fact 
or fiction ? Only you can decide ... 

HAYLEY WILLIAMS 

hay ley.will iams550@ yahoo, com 



i(0, 


nONWK 

The Power of Dreams 


.MACHINERY LTD 



Terms & Conditions apply. Available only In-store at particl- I 
Honda Authorised Dealers until 02 June 2012. £75 | 

lack offer applies to selected HRG models. £100 ■ 

Cashback offer applies to selected HRX, HRH, HRD and HRS ! 
models. Subject to availability. Visit www.honda.co.uk/smile for I 
full details.*? year warranty applies to domestic use of Core^ 
range models, subject to following the service schedule. ^ 


T: 01446 771660 M: 07854 125404 

Unit 10a, Vale Business Park, (Between Cowbridge & Uantwit Major) www.richardcouzens.co.uk 
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‘Wales the only part of the UK not 
to be electrified in any way...’ 

Warning that 
Vale railway 
line could be 
left in the cold 


INDEPENDENT SPECIALISTS: 

The best dealer alternative 


INDEPENDENT Euro 
specialist garage 
Permoveo offers in- depth 
diagnostics, servicing and 
general maintenance for 
all European manufac¬ 
turers and specialises 
particularly in BMW, 
Mercedes, Jaguar and 
Porsche. 

Our objective is to provide a 
high quality alternative to the 
franchised dealers. Being com¬ 


mitted to the highest possible 
standards means that while 
we’re more expensive than 
your bargain basement back 
street garage, we offer really 
good value when compared to 
the local dealers. 

Our staff are committed to 
putting you, the customer, first. 
We promise that you’ll be treat¬ 
ed with respect by our helpful, 
approachable staff. 

Our workshop is fully 
equipped and we use our gen¬ 


uine BMW diagnostics equip¬ 
ment and specialised tools, the 
same as any franchised BMW 
dealership. All our technicians 
have a wealth of experience, 
including electronic diagnos¬ 
tics, engine management and 
on board electronics. 

We also have a huge range 
of after-market diagnostic 
equipment like Autologic and 
Bosch FSA/KTS putting us at 
the forefront of diagnostic 
capability. 


ADVERTISEMENT 

FEATURE 


One of the key differences 
between us and most independ¬ 
ent garages is our attention to 
detail. When you use us to per¬ 
form your inspection servicing, 
you can rest assured that we 
will thoroughly inspect the car 
just as the manufacturer intend¬ 
ed. 

Pop in and see us at Unit 5, 
Woodham Road, Barry or call 
01446 732272. Full contact 
details are also in our advert 
on page 34. 


A TRANSPORT 
charity is claiming 
that the Vale rail¬ 
way system could 
miss out on invest¬ 
ment, leaving it as 
an old, ‘dirty’ sys¬ 
tem that would 
hamper local devel¬ 
opment. 

Lee Waters, the direc¬ 
tor of the sustainable 
transport charity, 

Sustrans, says that there 
is a real danger that the 
electrification of the val¬ 
leys lines will exclude 
the Vale of Glamorgan 
line. 

He told The GEM: “If 
the rest of the valleys 
network are upgraded 
and the line through 
Barry is not, we will face 
the prospect of old fash¬ 
ioned ‘dirty’ trains run¬ 
ning slowly from the 
Vale into Cardiff, where 
passengers will have to 
change onto modern 
electric-powered trains 
for onward journeys. 

“At a time when the 
passenger demand at 
Barry will be increasing, 
this sends all the wrong 
messages.” 

Mr Waters is calling 
for local politicians to 
put aside party interests 
to come together to cam¬ 
paign for the Vale line to 
be included in the elec¬ 
trification programme - 
a programme that is like¬ 
ly to be given the go- 
ahead over the next cou¬ 
ple of months. 

He said: “I think an 
alliance of all parties. 
Pride in Barry, the Vale 
Council and local busi¬ 
nesses could be crucial 
in persuading the UK 
Department for 

Transport (DfT) to elec¬ 
trify the whole valleys 
network and not just the 
‘core’ valleys - which is 
as I understand it the 


by PHILIP 
IRWIN 

current position.” 

Mr Waters said that he 
had been part of a cross¬ 
party delegation with 
businesses and charities 
to Westminster recently 
to lobby for the electrifi¬ 
cation of the whole of 
the valleys lines, and the 
mainline to Swansea. 

He said that such 
infrastructure invest¬ 
ment was not devolved, 
and would be assessed 
by the UK Government. 
As such, Wales would 
have to compete with a 
number of English 
schemes, including the 
Northern Hub (rail 
schemes in and around 
Manchester) and 

Midland Mainline 
Electrification. 

Mr Waters said that he 
understood that, as 
things stand, the DfT is 
more likely to back the 
midlands than the Vale 
investment. 

He added: “We need 
to make an united case 
for the wider benefits to 
the whole south Wales 
economy. 

“A fully electrified 
network provides for the 
most efficient fleet and 
lowest cost operations, 
as well as providing a 
comprehensive founda¬ 
tion for a region wide 
economic regeneration.” 

Vale MP Alun Cairns 
said: “Having met the 
Secretary of State for 
Transport to discuss the 
issue just two weeks 
ago, I am delighted that 
the Prime Minister gave 
positive noises during 
his visit to Barry last 
Thursday. 

“ I ensured that when 
they talk about the 
Valleys line, that it also 
incorporates the Vale of 
Glamorgan line, too! 

“There are a few 


issues that the Welsh 
Government and 

Department for 

Transport need to co¬ 
operate on but am I pos¬ 
itive for a good outcome. 

“It is hard to believe 
that Wales is the only 
part of the UK not to be 
electrified in any way. 

“ Those who are com¬ 
plaining loudest need to 
be aware of the record 
over the last 15 years, 
when we were left out of 
electrification.” 

Vale AM Jane Hutt 
said: “The Welsh 

Government has submit¬ 
ted a business case to the 
UK Department of 
Transport for the electri¬ 
fication of the entire 
Valleys Rail network- 
including the Vale. 

“It is vital that the 
Vale of Glamorgan line 
is included in the electri¬ 
fication of the Valleys 
Lines, to support the 
regeneration of Barry 
and the successful 
implementation of the St 
Athan Enterprise Zone 
launched last week. 

“I have raised this 
with the Transport 
Minister, Carl Sargeant 
AM and he has respond¬ 
ed, saying, ‘The UK 
Government will be 
deciding its rail invest¬ 
ment priorities for 
England and Wales., 
between now and July. 

“I am in continuing 
dialogue with the 
Secretary of State for 
Transport, pressing the 
case for this investment 
in the strongest terms.” 

Paul Haley, of Pride 
in Barry, said that he 
supported any moderni¬ 
sation of the Vale rail¬ 
way line. 

However, he felt that 
electrification was not 
the only answer. 

He said: “There needs 
to be more joined-up 
thinking about the rail 
network. 

“I travel to London on 
business and frequently 
face long waits on the 
platform, because con¬ 
necting routes from the 
Vale and Valley lines are 
poorly synchronised 
with the trains to 
London.” 


DYFFRYN TALK 

THE next meeting of The Vale of Glamorgan 
Association of National Trust members will be 
held on April 18 at 7.30pm in the Duke of 
Wellington Hotel, Cowbridge. 

Geraldine Donovan, project manager and site 
curator at Dyffryn Gardens willspeak on ‘Dyffryn 
House - The Restoration Story’. 


Andrew RT Davies AM 

Conservative AM for South Wales Central 

If yoM hafww lh«i ftm «rniJd 

Mk« to raise ¥^lth your local 

MtmlMr pWmtf AntStwm 

02920 mS2] 

Or 
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Facebook.com/AndrewRTDaviesAM 

www.AndrewRTDavies.com 






what kind of dog will choose you? 



We've got small ones, tall ones, cheeky ones and squeaky ones. 



sporty ones, haughty ones, fluffy ones and scruffy ones. 



If youVs looking for a lovely dog coma to Dogs Trust Bridgend. 
^ ^Vc^vo Qot Iocs of happy^ healtfr^ do9s 
^ been neiitered and n^crochpped 

^ They're voconoied end qiuen a compteie heanli-<heck 
^ qrye yojr doq four free cm^ance 

^ you'll gel odvtce throkigHout jwr dog^ Irfe 
16 SM all our ck^s, vlsii our website. dogstrustjorg.LA 


You can trust a dog from 
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The GEM is proud to be an official partner of the 2012 National Eisteddfod in the Vale of Glamorgan 

Mae’r GEM yn falch ojod yn un o bartneriaid swyddogol Eisteddfod Genedlaethol Bro Morgannwg, 2012 

Gorsedd ceremony promises to be memorable 


Gorsedd 

ceremonies 

THE Gorsedd cere¬ 
monies are some of the 
most memorable 

moments at any 
National Eisteddfod - 
the Pavilion lights are 
dimmed and an expec¬ 
tant hush descends 
upon the capacity audi¬ 
ence, as they await the 
fanfare of horns. 

Lights sweep across a 
sea of faces until one, 
and only one person 
rises. 

On stage, the 
Archdruid stands in his 
golden regalia while 
behind him, the green, 
blue and white robed 
rows of Gorsedd mem¬ 
bers make for a striking 
backcloth. 

For the writers them¬ 
selves, the drama will 
have started months 
before as they rush to get 
their entries in on time, 
using pseudonyms 


instead of their real 
names. The winner’s 
identity will be kept a 
very close secret known 
to only a few. The rest of 
the ceremony is just 
thrilling - it is one of the 
great spectacles of Welsh 
culture. 

The Gorsedd of the 
Bards is a society of 
poets, writers, musicians, 
artists and individuals 
who have made a notable 
contribution to the 
nation, its language and 
culture. 

It is the Gorsedd 
which is responsible for 
the pageantry of the 
National Eisteddfod of 
Wales and it organizes 
and presents the colour¬ 
ful and dramatic cere¬ 
monies which are held 
during the Eisteddfod. 

The Gorsedd, as you 
may have read recently 
in The GEM, was the 
creative invention of lolo 
Morganwg, one of 


Underfloor Heating? 

Contact the Experts at 

Heating & Plumbing Warehouse 

Best Prices Guaranteed 

Tel: 02920 461 964 or 
07702 748 730 

www.hpwarehouse.co.uk 


Wales’ most famous and 
eccentric scholars, who 
felt that it should be 
made known that the 
Welsh were the direct 
descendants of Celtic 
culture and heritage. 

lolo Morgannwg - or 
Edward Williams to give 
him his real name - was 
born at Pen-onn, near 
Llancarfan, and was 
raised in the village of 
Flemingston in the Vale 
of Glamorgan. 

The Gorsedd of Bards 
first came together in 
1792, not in Wales as you 
might expect, but on 
Primrose Hill in London. 

It made its first 
appearance at the 
Eisteddfod in 

Carmarthen in 1819, and 
from the time that the 
National was born in 
1860-1861. Its close 
association with the festi¬ 
val has remained. 
Nowdays, an Eisteddfod 
without the Gorsedd of 
Bards is unthinkable. 

The head of the 
Gorsedd of Bards is the 
Archdruid, who is elect¬ 
ed for a term of three 
years, and is responsible 
for conducting the 
Gorsedd ceremonies dur¬ 
ing the Proclamation and 
Eisteddfod week. The 
current Archdruid is T 
James Jones or Jim Parc 
Nest to give his bardic 
name. 


The ceremony in 
which the winning poet 
is chaired for composing 
a collection of poems, an 
ode or other poem - all in 
strict metre on a specific 
subject - is one of high¬ 
lights of the Gorsedd of 
the Bards’ pageantry at 
every National 

Eisteddfod. It is held on 
the Friday afternoon of 
the Eisteddfod week. 

It is a very old cere¬ 
mony. The custom of 
competing for a chair in 
the King’s court was 
already well-established 
in Hywel Dda’s time in 
the tenth century and 
when the Lord Rhys held 
his Eisteddfod. In 
Cardigan in 1176, the 
prize for the chief poet 
and chief musician was a 
chair each. 

Having re-established 
the eisteddfodic move¬ 
ment in Bala in 1789, 
winning the chair 
became the ambition of 
every poet, although 
there was no Gorsedd 
ceremony associated 
with it yet. 

It was at the first 
provincial Eisteddfod in 
Dyfed/Dinefwr in 

Carmarthen in 1819 that 
lolo succeeded in linking 
the rites of the Gorsedd 
of the Bards with the cer¬ 
emony of Chairing the 
winning Bard. 

In 1867, it was decid¬ 



ed to assign the chair for 
an ode in strict metre and 
to award a crown for the 
best pryddest in free 
metre. 

The chairing ceremo¬ 
ny at 1917 Birkenhead 
Eisteddfod was both 
memorable and harrow¬ 
ing. Hedd Wyn was the 
bardic name of Ellis 
Humphrey Evans, a 
Trawsfynydd shepherd 
and gifted poet. 

Following success in 
local competitions and a 
second place for the chair 
in the National 
Eisteddfod at 

Aberystwyth, Ellis set his 
sights on the chair at the 
Birkenhead Eisteddfod 
of 1917. 

Ellis joined the thou¬ 
sands of soldiers serving 
on the Western Front dur¬ 
ing World War I and 
drew upon his wartime 
experiences to write the 
poem Yr Arwr (The 
Hero), which describes 
the realities of war for 
both the soldiers and 
their families back home. 

Back in Birkenhead, 
as the judges called out 
the name of the victori¬ 
ous bard, there was 
silence in the auditorium. 
Hedd Wyn had been 


killed six weeks earlier 
on July 31, 1917, during 
the battle for Pilckem 
Ridge, Ypres. 

After the war, a peti¬ 
tion was submitted to the 
Commonwealth War 
Graves Commission, and 
it was granted that his 
grave in Belgium did not 
read simply E H Ellis, 
but Y Prifardd Hedd Wyn 
(The Principal Bard, 
Hedd Wyn). 

The crowning ceremo¬ 
ny, which is held on the 
Monday of the 
Eisteddfod week, is an 
equally impressive cere¬ 
mony. 

During this ceremony 
for the first time during 
the Eisteddfod week the 
‘Flower Dance’ will be 
performed. The Flower 
Dance is a colourful part 
of the Gorsedd cere¬ 
monies. 

Local girls are chosen 
to perform the dance, 
which is based on a pat¬ 
tern of flower gathering 
from the fields. 

Girls aged nine to 11 
from all over the Vale of 
Glamorgan were invited 
to an open audition last 
year to select the Flower 
Dancers; 34 were suc¬ 
cessful and performed 
the dance for the first 
time at the Proclamation 
Ceremony in Barry 
which was held in June. 

The dance portrays the 


gathering of meadow 
flowers and the girls 
dress in green tunics 
adorned with wild flow¬ 
ers. However, it is a com¬ 
paratively recent rite. It 
was performed for the 
first time at the 
Machynlleth 
Proclamation ceremony 
in 1936 and it was 
devised by Cynan, the 
Gorsedd Recorder, and 
junior school teachers 
from the area. 

One of the most 
prominent roles played 
during these ceremonies 
will be that by ex- 
Scarlets and Wales rugby 
player Robin McBryde 
as the Grand Sword 
Bearer. It will be Robin 
who carries the Great 
Gorsedd sword during 
the Gorsedd processions 
and during the 
Ceremonies themselves 
holding it aloft to the 
Archdruids’ call for 
peace. 

Carrying a sword was 
one of the rituals in lolo 
Morganwg's first 

Gorsedd held in 
Primrose Hill. lolo, a 
pacifist, wanted to 
emphasise that the Bards 
met in peace and when a 
naked sword was placed 
on the Logan Stone (the 
main stone in the middle 
of the Gorsedd Circle 
where the Archdruid 
stands) they proceeded to 


sheath it as a symbol of 
peace in Gorsedd. 

In 1888, Phillip Yorke 
of Erddig Hall presented 
a ceremonial sword to 
the Gorsedd which was 
used until the turn of the 
century. Then, in 1899, 
Professor Hubert 

Herkomer designed a 
Grand Sword for the 
Gorsedd. On the scab¬ 
bard the following mot¬ 
toes were inscribed: 

“F Gwir yn erbyn y 
Byd’ (The Truth against 
the World, motto of the 
Gorsedd of the Isle of 
Britain); 'Duw a phob 
DaionV (God and all 
Goodness, the Chair of 
Glamorgan and Gwent); 
'Colon wrth Galon" 
(Heart to Heart, the Chair 
of Dyfed); ‘A Laddo a 
Leddir'"( He who Kills 
shall be Killed, the Chair 
of Powys); 'lesu na ad 
gamwaith’ (Jesus, let 
there be no injustice, the 
Chair of Gwynedd). 

This is the Grand 
Sword still in use today. 

The Gorsedd 

Ceremonies at the Vale of 
Glamorgan Eisteddfod 
will be held on Monday, 
August 6 (crowning cer¬ 
emony), Wednesday, 
August 8 (Literary 
medal) and Friday, 
August 10 (Chairing cer¬ 
emony). 

(CONTINUED 

ON PAGE 13) 


J ^^Yny byd hwn, dim ond dau beth y gallwch chi fod 1 
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Mae'r Comisiwn ar Ddatgaooli yng Nghymru yn ystyhed a ddyiai 
Llywodraeth Cymru gael pwerau i fenthyg arian ac i amrywio trethi. 

Mae'r Comisiwn yn ymweld Bont-faen a Phen-y-bont ar Ogwr 
ac am gtywed e»ch barn. ^ 

y BiHJAiimfllAmimfAMOUSliOHCiiAID L 

^ In this world nothing can be said to 1 

be certain, except death and taxes W ^ 

The Commission on Devolution in Wales is looking at whether the 
Welsh Government should have tax varying and borrowing powers. 

The Commission Is coming to Cowbridge and Bridgend and wants 
to hear your views. 

SESIWN GALW HEIBIO MEWN BORE COFFI 

COFFEE MORNING DROP IN SESSION @ 

Neuadd y Oref, y Bont-faen 

Cowbridge Town Hall, Cowbridge 

1 17 EBRILL 2012 

17 APRIL 2012 

10-1 lam 

10-1 lam 1 

OfiViich 1 kiarad iV Cornttlynwyr a loislo'ch barn nwnvn awyrg^h anffurhol. 

Coni9 and spoak to Cofnmi&^lonm and giva your wiows m an mformal wttir^. 

SESIWN CASGLU TYSTIOLAETH 

PUBLIC EVIDENCE SESSION @ 

yn yr Ystafell Fwrdd, Gwesty'r Meronston, 

The Boardroom, Heronston Hotel, 

Pen-y-bont ar Ogwr 

Bridgend 

17 EBRILL 2012 

17 APRIL 2012 

2.30-3.30pm 

2.30'3.30pm 

Dewch gynwyrx) tyuiotacth ffurhol gcfbron y Comisiwn. 

Come and grw« formal rvidcncr to the Commission. 

Dyma'ch cyfle i leisio'ch barn am drethi 

This is your chance to have 

1 yng Nghymru 

your say about taxes in Wales 


wvinw.coinmissionondevolutioninwales.independent.gov.uk 

www.comisiwnarddatganoitvninghymni.independent.gov.uk 


Connikiioa on Devolution in Wake 
Comisiwn ir Ddatsanoli yns Ngtiymni 
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IMPORTANT CEREMONY 


(CONTINUED 

FROM PAGE 12) 

Tickets for the cere¬ 
monies which include 
field admission for that 
day are now on sale and 
available to buy from the 
Eisteddfod website : 
www.eisteddfod.org.uk 
or by phoning the ticket 
hotline on 0845 4090 
800. 

Welsh phrase of the 
weekAi"madrodd yr 
wythnos: 

Dwi wedi bwyta gor- 
mod o wyau pasg (Dwee 
wade-ee booita gore- 
mod oh oo-aye passg) 
which means ‘I’ve eaten 
too many Easter eggs ’. 

Seremoniau 
yr Orsedd 

Y SEREMONIAU yw 
rhai o ddigwyddiadau 
mwyaf cofiadwy 

unrhyw Eisteddfod. 
Mae golau’r Pafiliwn 
yn cael ei bylu ac mae 
ton o dawelwch yn disg- 
yn dros y gynulleidfa 
wrth iddynt aros am 
alwad y Cyrn Gwlad. 

Y sgubir golau ar 
draws y pafiliwn cyn 
cyrraedd un man lie sefir 
y bardd buddugol ar ei 
d/thraed. Saif yr 
Archdderwydd ar y 
llwyfan yn ei regalia aur 
gyda’r Orsedd tu cefn 
iddo yn barod i gyfarch y 
bardd ar y llwyfan. 

I’r beirdd ei hunain 
dyma benllanw misoedd 
o aros ers postio’r gwaith 
erbyn y dyddiad cau gan 
ddefnyddio ffug enw yn 
hytrach nag enwau bob 
dydd. Cedwir enw’r 
bardd neu’r lienor bud¬ 
dugol yn gudd, gyda dim 
ond ychydig yn gwybod 
y gyfrinach. Mae’r sere¬ 
moniau yma yn wefreid- 
diol - un o uchafbwynti- 
au celfyddyd Cymraeg. 

Cymdeithas o feirdd, 
llenorion, cerddorion, 
artistiaid ac unigolion 
sydd wedi gwneud cyfra- 
niad nodedig i Gymru, ei 
hiaith a’i diwylliant yw 
Gorsedd Beirdd Ynys 
Prydain. Gorsedd y 
Beirdd sy’n gyfrifol am 
basiantri Eisteddfod 
Genedlaethol Cymru a hi 
sy’n trefnu a chynnal ser¬ 
emoniau lliwgar a dra- 
matig y Cyhoeddi, defo- 
dau Cylch yr Orsedd, a 
seremoniau’r Coroni, y 
Eedal Ryddiaith a’r 
Cadeirio ar Iwyfan y 
Brifwyl. 

Efallai eich bod wedi 
darlen yn Y GEM yn ddi- 
weddar ffrwyth 

dychymyg lolo 

Morgannwg oedd yr 
Orsedd. Ganwyd lolo, 
neu Edward Williams, i 
rhoi iddo ei enw enedigol 
ym Mhenn-Onn ger 
Llancarfan a magwyd ef 
ym mhentref Trefflemin 
ym Mro Morgannwg. 


Cynhaliwd yr Orsedd 
gyntaf yn 1792 ym Mryn 
y Briallu, Llundain ac 
ymddangosodd am y tro 
cyntaf yn yr Eisteddfod 
yn ystod Eisteddfod 
Caerfyrddin 1819 ac ers 
creu sefydliad yr 
Eisteddfod Genedlaethol 
yn 1860/1 mae ei gysyll- 
tiad agos gyda’r 
Eisteddfod wedi parhau. 
Erbyn hyn mae’n anodd 
dychmygu Eisteddfod 
heb Gorsedd y Beirdd. 

Pennaeth yr Orsedd 
yw’r Archdderwydd ac 
fe’i etholir am dymor o 
dair blynedd ac ef sydd 
yn gyfrifol am 
Seremoniau yr Orsedd 
yn ystod yr Eisteddfod ac 
hefyd yn ystod Seremoni 
y Cyhoeddi. Yr 
Archdderwydd presennol 
yw T James Jones. 

Mae Seremoni y 
Cadierio am gyfansoddi 
cerdd mewn cynghanedd 
yn un o uchafbwyntiau 
unrhyw Eisteddfod. 

Cynhelir y Seremoni 
yma ar brynhawn dydd 
Gwener yr Eisteddfod. 

Mae’n seremoni 
hynafol iawn. Yr oedd yr 
arfer o gystadlu am 
gadair yn llys y Brenin 
eisoes yn hen yng 
nghyfnod Hywel Dda yn 
y ddegfed ganrif a phan 
gynhaliodd yr Arglwydd 
l^ys ei Eisteddfod yn 
Aberteifi yn 1176, cadair 
yr un oedd gwobrau'r prif 
fardd a’r prif gerddor. 
Yna, tua 1451, yn 
eisteddfod Caerfyrddin 
cadeiriau arian a enill- 
wyd a thrachefn yn 
eisteddfodau Caerwys yn 
1523 a 1567. 

Wedi ail-sefydlu’r 
mudiad eisteddfodol yn y 
Bala yn 1789 ennill y 
Gadair oedd uchelgais 
pob bardd ond nid oedd 
seremoni orseddol 
ynghlwm wrth hyn eto. 
Yn Eisteddfod Daleithiol 
Dyfed/Dinefwr yng 
Nghaerfyrddin yn 1819 
llwyddodd lolo 

Morganwg i gysylltu’r 
mudiad eisteddfodol a 
defod Gorsedd y Beirdd 
ac a chadeirio’r bardd 
buddugol. 

Yn 1867 y penderfyn- 
wyd neilltuo’r Gadair ar 
gyfer awdl yn y mesurau 
caeth a chael Coron am 
bryddest yn y mesur 
rhydd. 

Mae Seremoni 

Cadeirio Eisteddfod 
Penbedw 1917 ymhlith 
un o’r rhai mwyaf cofi¬ 
adwy a thrist. Hedd Wyn 
oedd enw barddol Ellis 
Humphrey Evans, bugail 
a bardd dawnus o 
Drawsfynydd. 

Yn dilyn llwyddiant 
mewn cystadlaethau lleol 
ac ail yng nghys- 
tadleuaeth y gadair yn 
Eisteddfod Genedlaethol 
Aberystwyth fe drodd 


sylw Ellis at Eisteddfod 
Penbedw 1917. Pel 
miloedd o fechgyn ifanc 
arall o Gymru fe ymun- 
odd efo’r fyddin ac ysby- 
dolwyd gan ei brofiadau i 
ysgrifennu’r gerdd ar y 
testun ‘Yr Arwr.’ 

Lie disgrifiodd gwiri- 
onedd rhyfel i’r milwyr 
a’u teuluoedd adref. 

Ym Mhenbedw, wrth 
i’r beirniad alw allan 
enw’r bardd buddugol mi 
oedd tawelwch yn y 
Pafiliwn oherwydd mar- 
wolaeth Hedd Wyn 
chwech wythnos yn gynt 
ar Orffennaf 31, 1917 yn 
ystod brwydr Pilckem 
Ridge yn Ypres. 

Mae Seremoni y 
Coroni a gynhalwyd ar 
brynhawn Llun yr 
Eisteddfod yn seremoni 
yr un mor lliwgar. Yn 
ystod y Seremoni yma y 
perfformir y ddawns flo- 
dau am y tro cyntaf yn 
ystod yr Eisteddfod. 
Heb os dyma un o ddefo- 
dau mwyaf poblogaidd 
seremoniau Gorsedd y 
Beirdd. 

Yn dilyn clyweliadau 
llynedd dewisiwyd 34 o 
ferched o ysgolion cyr- 
nadd ar draws y fro i 
gymryd rhan; gwisgant 
wisgoedd gwyrddion a 
blodau’r maes yn eu had- 
durno, a blodau yn 
goronau yn eu gwalltiau 
a chariant duswau o flo- 
dau. 

Dawns i gyfleu casglu 
blodau’r maes yw hi a 
chyfunir Cyflwyno’r 
Plodeuged a hi trwy i 
ddwy o’r dawnswyr ych- 
wanegu'u tuswau hwy at 
y Plodeuged ei hun. 

Eto, defod gymharol 
ddiweddar yw hi. Yng 
Ngorsedd Gyhoeddi 
Machynlleth, 1936 y 
gwelwyd hi gyntaf a gel- 
lir ei phriodoli i ddy- 
chymyg y Cofiadur, 
Cynan ac athrawesau 
ysgolion cynradd y fro. 
Nid ymddangosodd y 
dawnswyr ar Iwyfan y 
Brifwyl tan ddefod y 
Cadeirio yn Eisteddfod 
Ystradgynlais, 1954. 

Chwaraeir rhan flaen- 
llaw yn ystod 
Seremoniau yr Orsedd 
gan gyn - chwaraewr 
rygbi’r Scarlets a 
Chymru, Robin Me 
Bryde gan taw ef fydd yn 
cario cleddyf yr Orsedd. 

Yr oedd cario cleddyf 
yn rhan o ddefodaeth 
Gorsedd gyntaf lolo 
Morgannwg yn 1792. Pel 
heddychwr pwysleisiai 
lolo mai mewn heddwch 
yr ymgynullai beirdd 
Gorsedd Ynys Prydain a 
phan osodwyd cleddyf 
noeth ar Paen yr Orsedd 
cynorthwyodd y beirdd 
oedd yn bresennol i wis- 
go'r wain amdano fel 
arwydd o Heddwch. 

Defod ar wahan oedd 


yr un lie gelwid allan am 
‘Heddwch’ ar y dechrau 
ond yn raddol daethpwyd 
i'w chysylltu a defod y 
cleddyf. 

Yn Eisteddfod 

Wreesam, 1888, 

cyflwynodd Phillip 
Yorke o Bias Erddig 
gleddyf seremoniol a 
ddefnyddiwyd tan droad 
y ganrif. 

Yna, yng Nghaerdydd, 
1899, cynlluniodd yr 
Athro Hubert Herkomer 
Gleddyf Mawr ar gyfer 
Gorsedd y Beirdd. 
Eglurodd symbolaeth y 
cynllun: crisial naturiol y 
earn yn cynrychioli 
cyfriniaeth; y tair llinell 
sanctaidd yn cynrychi¬ 
oli’r ymdrech gyntaf i 
ysgrifennu ‘lehofa’; y 
ddraig - i’w gwarchod. 
Ar y wain roedd y 
cyswyneiriau: ‘Y gwir 


yn erbyn y byd’ 
(cyswynair Gorsedd 
Beirdd Ynys Prydain); 
Duw a phob Daioni' 
(Cadair Morgannwg a 
Gwent); Calon wrth 
Galon’ (Cadair Dyfed); 
A Laddo a Leddir 
(Cadair Powys); ‘lesu na 
ad gamwaith’ (Cadair 
Gwynedd); Dyma’r 
Cleddyf Mawr a ddefny- 
ddir heddiw. 

Cynhelir Seremoniau 
yr Orsedd yn ystod 
Eisteddfod Bro 

Morgannwg ar Ddydd 
Llun, Mercher a Gwener. 
Mae tocynnau ar gyfer y 
Sermoniau eisioes ar 
werth ac ar gael o wefan 
yr Eisteddfod 

www.eisteddfod.org.uk 
neu drwy ffonio’r linell 
docynnau ar 0845 4090 
800. 

SIGNED EDWARDS 


SOUTH WALES’ 
LEADING INDUSTRIAL DOOR 
MANUFACTURERS 

actiondoors.com 

GARAGE DOOR 
SPECIALISTS 


CAR.(kB?5R 


01656 659274 
01446 439214 




Did you know you can find The GEM 
on Twitter? Follow us @geni_news 


MEADOWVALE NURSERY J 

Llantwit Major Road, Llantwit Major CF61 2YS jp 
■THE PLACE FOR PLANTS” > : 

We stock a large selection of ^ ' 

Perennials, Shrubs, Summer Bedding, ^ 
Hanging Baskets, Vegetable Plants f ^ 
and Herbs 

l/l/e now stock general garden sundries. ^ * \ 

Open to the Public i ^ v 

^0144 f 

79490^^- A # a; 


half price 
bed sale 
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20% off 
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£100 off 
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I NEWS FROM YSGOL GYFUN BRO MORGANNWG | 

Three-day road trip made students 
feel proud of their Welsh heritage 

THE year-10 Welsh 
class at Ysgol Bro 
Morgannwg came to 
school far more 
excited than usual 
this St David’s Day, 
knowing that this 
year’s festival would 
be something spe¬ 
cial, year-10 pupil 
ROBIN TAIT 
reports. 

We were setting off 
on a three-day trip 
around Wales, organ¬ 
ised by the Welsh 
department. 

The aim was for us 
to gain a better under¬ 
standing of the subjects 
we study during the 
course, but we also 
learnt a great deal about 
our heritage, and came 
back having had a fan¬ 
tastic time and feeling 
proud to be Welsh. 

After a long bus 
journey through the 
mist, we arrived at our 
fist stop - the coastal 
town of Aberaeron - for 
a little shopping, lunch 
and some rare sunshine. 

Luckily for us the 
weather stayed warm 
throughout the rest of 


ABOVE: Eun and games with the Stwnsh team. 


our trip! Next up was 
the National Library in 
Aberystwyth were we 
enjoyed a ‘behind the 
scenes’ tour of the 
library and its vast stor¬ 
age areas. 

We were privileged 
to view a few of the 
nation’s historical treas¬ 
ures, including one of 
the first Welsh Bibles 
ever published, and the 
first map of Wales as a 
‘principality’. 

Then, it was off to 
the Urdd resort, Glan- 
llyn for a touching pres¬ 
entation on the drowned 
village - Capel Celyn - 
bingo, a film and sup- 


Coffee morning 

ON Saturday, April 14, a coffee morning 
will be held at Crossway Methodist Church, 
Barry, in aid of missions, from 10am. 


per before bed. 

There was even more 
to come the next day, 
which began at the 
Llanberis National Slate 
Museum. 

First, we learned all 
about slate quarrying 
years ago, before being 
given a hands on 
demonstration on how 
to cleave and shape the 
slate. 

It turned out that our 
teacher. Miss Jones, had 
quite a talent for this! 

After a visit to the 
gift shop and lunch by a 
beautiful lake, we 
moved on to the Kate 
Roberts Heritage 
Centre, learning all 
about the way of life 
back in the author’s 
time, as well as her per¬ 
sonal history.Next was 
Gelert’s Grave - the 


memorial to a faithful 
dog from the Mabinogi 
tales, who came to a 
tragic end. 

Finally we visited 
Llyn Celyn - the reser¬ 
voir built upon Capel 
Celyn - and the memo¬ 
rial chapel where graves 
from the village chapel 
where moved before the 
drowning. 

To finish off the 
night with a flourish, 
we attended the local 
eisteddfod - and even 
ended up winning first 
place with our group 
effort for the voice 
ensemble! 

We said goodbye 
sadly to Glan-llyn, our 
home for two nights, 
and were off to Bala for 
a spot of shopping. 

The last two destina¬ 
tions - Llywelyn, the 



The Erench Spelling Bee experts. 
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last Prince of Wales’ 
memorial in Cilmeri 
and the Aberfan 
Children’s memorial - 
were moving and quite 
emotional, and certainly 
a memorable end to our 
trip. 

We would like to say 
a huge thank you to our 
teachers - Mr Davies 
and Miss Jones - for 
giving us such an amaz¬ 
ing three days, and to 
Aled, the bus driver, for 
taking us everywhere 
and putting up with our 
terrible singing! 

I think it’s safe to say 
that you don’t always 
have to go to the ends 
of the earth to have a 
good time.... 

French 
Spelling Bee 

Congratulations go to 
Brennig Davies, Elin 
Alexander, Manon 


Wiliam and Beth 
Humphreys of Year 7 
who won the year-7 
French Spelling Bee 
competition. 

The pupils went on 
to represent the school 
in the regional round, 
competing against 
schools from across 
South Wales. 

Stwnsh conies 
to play 

Last week, two pre¬ 
senters from the S4C 
program Stwnsh came 
to visit year-7 and 8 
pupils. 

Screams of laughter 
were heard through the 
corridors, as pupils 
enjoyed a morning of 
fun and games in the 
school hall. 


ADVERTISING 

FEATURE 


HowelFs 
School has 
a lot to offer 



The newly appointed head students for 2012-13. 

HOWELL’S School 
is renowned for 
excellent academic 
standards, superb 
facilities, strong sys¬ 
tems of pastoral 
care and a wide 
range of extracur¬ 
ricular activities in a 
friendly and pur¬ 
poseful atmosphere. 

It also actively pro¬ 
motes the development 
of self-confidence and 
independence of thought. 

The infant and junior 
schools provide a range 
of opportunities for 
exploration and creativi¬ 
ty. 

These are combined 
with a solid grounding 
in the basic skills and 
knowledge, and stan¬ 


dards reached are high. 

Howell’s accepts stu¬ 
dents of average and 
above-average ability, 
and provides exceptional 
“value added”. 

Last summer, at 
GCSE, half the entries 
were awarded and 96 
per centA*-B. At A 
Level, two-thirds of all 
grades were A"^ and A. 

Class sizes are much 
smaller than the average 
and a highly experienced 
staff prepares students 
for university entrance, 
offering individual guid¬ 
ance. 

The co-educational 
sixth form college pro¬ 
vides excellent facilities 
for boys as well as girls, 
with strong and success¬ 
ful boys ’ sports teams. 



‘Good Things’ 

ON April 19, 20, 21 the 
Dinas Powys players 
present ‘Good Things’ 
by Liz Lochhead at the 
Parish Hall, Britway 
Road, Dinas Powys at 
7.30pni. For tickets, 
telephone 02920 
512868. 

Spring book 
sale 

COWBRIDGE Library 
is holding a spring 
book sale on Saturday, 
April 21 from 10am - 
4pm. 

Spring fayre 

AGE Concern held a 
successful spring fayre 
at the Senior Health 
Shop, Holton Road, 
Barry, to raise funds 
for the refurbishment 
of the shop. 

Jane Hutt AM, 
opened the fayre and 
congratulated Age 
Concern on their dedi¬ 
cated and hard work. 

A raffle was drawn 
by Alun Cairns MP. 

Contact 01446 
732385for further 
information. 



More than an education... 
Come along and see for yourself 

» Whole School Open Afternoon - 
Thursday May 3rd, 1.30pm > 3pm 



029 2026 1832 
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THE STORE 
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Enjoy your 
Easter with a trip 
into the heart of the Vale of 
Glamorgan with FREE Parking 
and No queues! 




rrWi/iiri iirini'iuini. 

TO POWER FREE ON LA-Z-BOY 
AND LEATHER EDITIONS - 
A Natuzzi Group Company 

AND ALWAYS 


ITtig.B^tKinoice* Biggest* Brand si 




Don’t Miss It! 


wi/h con^tJencefrom a 6u5ine^s with over 40t^ears experience 

Huge stocks of Beds, Bedroom Furniture, Sofas and Chairs, Leather and Soft Cover... 

Unit I, Retail Area. 

LlarKtow Ind. Est, 

Nr Cowbridge. CF7I 7PA 

Tel: (01446)772927/772928 

SATNAVCF 71 7 PA 


NIOWW. OPENNG H0U«: 

MOM TVfS VyifD A fW WSaCjm OPB^ 

THURSDAY 9ain-6p(TLSAT lOanvSiQpmSiJN I lam-Spm 


Visit our website at 
wwsKthepiacefortiomesltdcaLk 
friqutries: email saiesQlheplacefoit>omesJtci.co.uk 
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Who wants to build what, and where in the Vale? 


The Occupier - 20 White House, The Knap, 
Barry - Remove semi-mature pine tree. 

Mr Shires - 16 Maes Glas, Barry - Crown raise 
to 4.5m removing secondary and pendulous 
branches only to form more compact upright 
crown to twin stemmed ash tree located in rear 
garden. 



BRICK & STONEWORK SPECIALIST 


NO VAT ON LABOUR COSTS 

vwvw.briknit.co.uk 



• Public liability insurance • Fully qualified bricklayer 

• Over 15 years local authority experience 

Extensive Portfolio 

• Porches • Garages • Conservatories 

Excellent rates on stonework 
Coll Chris for advice on 


V 01446 722645/07817 885271 J 


Mr J Shewring - 1 Elm Grove Lane, Dinas 
Powys - Reduce eight field maple and crown lift 
sorbus. 

M Sibert - 1 Church Avenue, Penarth - Reduce 
entire crown by up to 4.5m, crown thin and reduce 
end-loading. 

VJ Thomas and Son - Pancross Farm, 
Llancarfan - Siting of four mobile homes to 
accommodate agricultural workers. 

Mr Brendan Boylan - Woodland Rise, St 
Andrews Road, Dinas Powys - One storey exten¬ 
sion with attic bedroom (Amendment to full plan¬ 
ning permission 20120/00194/FUL). 

Mrs Michelle Proctor - 1 Old Barry Road, 
Penarth - Erection of acoustic perimeter fence. 

Mr Gethin Walters - 15 Mountjoy Avenue, 
Penarth - Single storey extension and dormer 
windows on rear and side elevations. 

Mr C Williams - 15 Glyn y Gog, Rhoose - Single 
storey extension and conservatory. 

Mr Ian Shumack - 3 Whittan Close, Rhoose - 
Replacement garage with workshop related to 
house at 3 Whittan Close. Change from flat to 
pitched room (2011/01099/FUL). 

Mr Mark Painter - Ambleside, 2 St Athan Road, 
Cowbridge - To make single storey extension into 
a two storey extension at rear of house. 

Mr Michael Long - Maendy Chapel, Maendy - 
Amendments to planning application 
2008/00335/FUL for conversion of Maendy 
Chapel to a single dwelling. 

Mr and Mrs B and S Edwards - 7A Boverton 
Road (first Floor Offices), Llantwit Major - 
Change of use of existing office accommodation 
into two self contained flats at first floor level. 

Mr Peter Wilkinson - 142-144 Holton Road, 
Barry - Removal of existing signage and installa¬ 
tion of replacement, converting the current royal 
Bank of Scotland to Santander. 

Mr Ray Thomas - Sutton Newydd Farm, Sutton 
Road, Llandow - construction of portal frame 
agricultural cattle building 36.59m (120ft) x 


30.49m, (100ft) x 4.39m (12ft) to eaves). 

Mr and Mrs Gadd - 14 Greenfield Avenue, Dinas 
Powys - Proposed second storey rear extension 
and dormer. 

Mr leuan Morris - Highbank, Llanmihangel 
Road, Llanblethian - Single storey extension 
incorporating kitchen and sitting area. 

Vale of Glamorgan Council - Old Hall, 
Community Centre, High Street, Cowbridge - 
The proposal is to install an external radio antenna 
of the rear of the Old Hall to provide IT network 
connectivity. 

Dr Simon Davies - 32 Tair Onen, Cowbridge - 
Two storey side extension with habitable loft space 
and a single storey rear extension. 

The Occupier - 34 Britway Road, Dinas Powys - 
Fell small sycamore in group, pollard other 
sycamores, prune back heavily end loaded limbs in 
Cypress trees. 

Enterprise Inns Pic - Three Bells Inn, Coldbrook 
Road West, Cadoxton - Ash trees to be felled. 

Mr Alun Williams - Church Farm Barns, 

Church Farm, Clemenstone - Renewal of previ¬ 
ously granted consent. 

Mr Arwyn Prichard - Vianshill Farm, St Nicholas 
- Variation of Condition 2 of approved application 
2008/01297/FUL to extend period of develop¬ 
ment/works. 

Lloyds Banking Group - 1 Windsor Road, 
Penarth - Repair and replace perished bathstone 
with new to the following areas: ballusters, high 
level cornice, curved cornice, due to falling mason¬ 
ry. 

Gareth Shaw - 12 Lord Street, Penarth - Loft 
conversion with roof dormers to front and rear ele¬ 
vations. 

Mr Graham Cartwright - The Croft, Llanmaes - 
Alterations and extension to existing house. 

Mr Steve Giblin - 4 Rhos Ddu, Penarth - Two 
front apex dormers and one rear apex dormer. 

Mr Ken Broad - Adjacent 44 Pyke Street, Barry - 
Construction of two linked dwellings at garage lock 


up. 

Mr Russell Evans - Marlborough Farm Lodge, 
Crossways, Cowbridge - One and two storey 
extensions, porches. 

Mr John Mudford - Alexandra Gardens 
Community Centre, Alexandra Crescent, Barry 

- Installation of new building to replace condemned 
existing building. 

Vale of Glamorgan Council - The Pavilion, Cwrt y 
Felin, Wick - New ramped access and disabled toi¬ 
let facility. 

Mrs Ruth Quinn - Town Hall, Church Street, 
Llantwit Major - Remove and replace existing 
flagpole. Install two new architectural flagpoles 
with internal halyard. 

Mr Phillips - 72 Eastgate, Cowbridge - Retention 
of one-bedroom self contained flat plus a steel bal¬ 
cony. 

Ms R Waterhouse - 163 Stanwell Road, Penarth - 
Proposed rear dormer extension to existing attic 
conversion. 

OCA UK Ltd - 21 Victoria Road, Penarth - Fell 
one elder, one wisteria and three Lawson cypress 
trees. 



Timberaway 

Garden and Tree Services 

(NPTC) 

Qualified Tree Surgeon 
Fully Insured 
All types of garden and 
tree work undertaken. 

Competitive prices 
which include 
Waste removal 

Martin Robson awaits your call! 

2*01446 402848 
# 07739 389578 


REPLACEMENT DOOR & WORKTOP SPECIALISTS 


FREE 

FITTING 

limited offer 



A family business with vast experience in the replacement 
door and worktop market. Everything you require from the 
doors, to worktops and new appliances and sinks 


DOOR li 
DOCTOR* 

[ess r^ess (ess cost 


01446 688018 • 01656 360027 

www.door-doctor.co.uk 
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Encouraging our young 
people to get gardening! 


A HOST of events are planned for 
the first Royal Horticultural 
Society (RHS) National Gardening 
Week, an initiative to encourage people 
to get growing. 

Between April 16 and 22, community plant and 
seed swaps, gardening advice clinics, workshops 


Complete 

Carpentry 

Seivices 



Qualified Carpenter 
with 25 years experience 

Decking • Kitchens 
Fencing • Bedrooms 
Doors/Locks • Shelving 
Garage Conversions 
Laminate Flooring 


Call Bryn Now 

Bryn Carpentry 

bryn-ruston@hotmail.co.uk 


iTOTnaclli 



by HANNAH STEPHENSON 


and garden parties are planned, along with input 
from gardening clubs, community groups and 
libraries. 

There’s also a big push for schools to become 
involved, with the RHS Show Cardiff (April 20-22) 
being the launch pad for the first Young School 
Gardener of the Year competition - a nationwide 
search to find the best young grower in the land. 

‘Get Kids Growing Day’, an annual competition 
aimed at gardeners up to the age of 16, will be 
launched on April 20 and is a key initiative for the 
campaign week. 

Divided into four age groups and aimed at the 
RHS campaign for school gardening, a teacher 
nominates a child by completing an online form by 
May 18. 

The RHS then chooses the four best entrants 
from each age group, who receive digital cameras 
to make videos demonstrating why they're such 
exemplary gardeners. They must submit the video 
by July 5. 

A winner of each age group will receive garden¬ 
ing tools and £500 in garden gift vouchers for their 
schools. 

The overall winner, crowned ‘Young School 
Gardener of the Year 2012’, will in addition spend 
a day at a RHS garden of their choice, working 
with a RHS gardener and receive family tickets to 
either RHS Tatton Park Flower Show or RHS 
Hampton Court Palace Flower Show 2013. 

Jacky Chave, RHS strategic schools manager, 
says: “Gardening in schools is a fantastic way of 
engaging young people in learning. Thanks to our 
campaign more than half of all primary school 
pupils in the country are gardening. 

“If through this competition we discover the next 
Monty Don, Alan Titchmarsh or Chris Collins, who 
in turn will inspire their friends and classmates to 
get into gardening, then how fantastic.” 


have you 

JEGISTERED 
SEPTIC 

/ TANK/CESSPIT 


Web. 




WITH THE 
ENVIRONMENT AGENCY? 


Can help: 

Does your system meet 
Government standards ? 

Do you have concerns ? 

We provide: 

• A complete health check of your system. 

• Confidential advice on any problems. 

• Competitive rates on repairs. 

• Servicing of the system. 

• Emptying. 

• Registration on your behalf. 


Original deadline for registration has now 
been extended to the 30th June 2012 

DO NOT IGNORE IT 


* Package sewage treatment systems need 
yearly inspections/maintenance. 

* Any tank (e.g. septic tank) will need regular 
emptying to meet on-going EA requirements. 

Whether you need confirmation that your 
waste system is working, or if you need to 
empty, improve or renew your system, Floyds 
Environmental provide a confidential and 
professional service to meet your needs. 

07970 809096 
01656 722665 

Email: floyds@homecall.co.uk 


Future 

futurewindow@btconnect.( 
www.futurewindowsolutions.co.uk 




ALOUR 
PRODUCTS 
COME WITH 
AlOYEAR 
INSURANCE 
BACKED 
GUARANTEE 


Window 

Solutions^ 

The Vertex PVC-u tile 
effect roof connes in 
different combinations 
and can combine glass as 
well as tile effect for those 
who would also prefer to 
add more light. 

There are many benefits 
to our Tile effect roof: 


Crafted from Vertex roof system 
Better U-value than traditional glass or 
polycarbonate 

Available In any colour, Inside and out 
Eliminates the need for roof blinds-for 
true all season use 
Choice of colour finishes and any Ral 
colour matches 

At Future we only offer the best from customer 
service through to your finishing project. 

We are a family company you can rely on. 

For more information of our 
services and products also 
provided please visit our website 
or contact one of our friendly 
team free on 0800 032 0921. 


FENSA 


Monday-Friday 
Open soon on 
Saturdays 

Tel. 0800 032 0921 

Find US on Facebook & follow us on twitter 


> Brabantia • Stellar • Norwood • Judge Vista • Meyer • Circulon • Anolon < 




caxwiiiiE cehthe 


PREMIUM QUALITY 
BRANDS AT THE LOWEST 
POSSIBLE PRICES 

Two floors with a comprehensive 
display of appliances and accessories. 

Factory refurhished and brand new 
appliances In stock. 


WASHING 

MACHINES 

From £199 


r. 


Built-in ovens, hobs, dishwashers, washing 
machines, fridge freezers, range cookers-gas, 
electric, LPG and dual fuel in stainless steel 
and farmhouse styles! 

Quality Products at Competitive Prices! 

r noisCOUNTS FOPfHE'o^ eoT “ 

^ on Tuesdays and Thursdays (Please ask In-store for details) I 

Experienced 
sales staff on 
hand to advise 
you with your 
purchases. 


3a TYNEWYDD ROAD, 
KING SQUARE, BARRY 

(opposite new library) 

Also large warehouse & snowroom 
at 252 HOLTON RD, BARRY 

(Bassett End) 


Prices constantly checked to make sure 
WE ARE THE CHEAPEST 
All In Stock! - Ready to Go! 
Same/Next Day DeUvery Service! 

Full Repair Service and up to 5 years manufacturers warranty 

(Telephone: 01446 730884 

WWW.1 stchoicetrade.co.uk 


OPEN: 

Monday - Saturday \ 
9am-5.30pm 

Appliance used for 
illustration purposes only. 


• TEG Design • James Martin • Jamie Oliver • Franke • Astracast • LG • LEG « 


Siemens • Smeg • Hotpoint • Canon • Electrolux • Zanussi •AEG* Liebherr • Miele • Caple 
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Snow White story is 
the fairest of them all! 


I N this slightly 
more cynical 
and weary age 
we live, it seems 
that the fairytales 
that nursed us 
through our child¬ 
hood need to be 
updated for modern 
audiences. 

The likes of Red 
Riding Hood and Hansel 
and Gretel have, or will 
be, toughened up by 
Hollywood, while the 
tale of Snow White will 
be pulling double duty, 
with the Kristen Stewart¬ 
starring Snow White and 
The Huntsman due out 
later in the year, while 
Mirror Mirror hits cine¬ 
mas now. 

Starring Lily Collins 
as Snow, it follows her 
story as she is banished 
from the kingdom by her 
wicked stepmother (Julia 
Roberts), only to meet 
up with a band of seven 
dwarves who, along with 
the charming Prince 
Alcott (Armie Hammer), 
may be able to help her 
free her townspeople, 
and herself, from the 
clutches of the queen... 

When thinking of 
fairytales you think of 
grand castles, gorgeous 
costumes, beautiful 
princesses and handsome 
princes; and certainly 


Mirror Mirror doesn't 
scrimp on any of those 
elements. 

But rather than simply 
place a pantomime on 
the big screen director 
Tarsem Singh unleashes 
a volley of colour and 
visual inventiveness that 
makes Mirror Mirror a 
pleasing, if unsubstan¬ 
tial, distraction that 
makes for a entertaining 
piece of work. 

Storytelling has never 
been Singh’s forte, the 
arch visuals of the likes 
of Immortals, The Cell 
and The Fall looking 
gorgeous yet having 
very little in terms of 
storytelling drive. 

Given the source 
material he’s working 
from here, cleverly 
tweaked for an audience 
made all the more know¬ 
ing by the likes of the 
Shrek franchis, he just 
about keeps the story 
flowing - but given that 
it is basic in the extreme 
then that is hardly the 
most glowing of refer¬ 
ences. 

Instead the weight 
falls on the magical 
world he has created, a 
snowy wonderland that 
strikes the right balance 
of beauty and grittiness, 
throwing the characters 
into a hyper-stylised uni¬ 
verse that, by Singh's 
standards, could be 


SCREEN 

TALK 



by 

GARETH 

JAMIESON 

Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

@GEMScreen Talk 

described as low-key. 

While the film looks 
gorgeous, Singh occa¬ 
sionally adds some beau¬ 
tifully stylised moments, 
a magical puppet attack 
on the dwarves hideout 
cleverly realised both in 
concept and execution, 
while the film has a 
glossy sheen that will 
certainly capture the eye. 


Story-wise, Jason 
Keller and Melisa 
Wallack adapt the origi¬ 
nal story and add just the 
right level of nodding 
and winking, thankfully 
not reducing the film to 
pop culture references 
but instead playing on 
the conventions of the 
story. 

The dialogue is 
sparky and witty, and if 
some characters are left 
a little too shapeless, it's 
more down to the neces¬ 
sity of the story rather 
than any shortcomings 
on the script. 

The performances are 
solidly entertaining, Lily 
Collins’ turn a little too 
bland, but she does man¬ 
age a sparkle in the eye 
that, sadly, lays underde¬ 
veloped; while Armie 
Hammer's prince is 
given extra-depth by the 
actor’s likeably game 
performance, skewering 
the dashing hero and 
happily playing the fool 
with great comedic 
effect. 

Nathan Lane, as 
always, delivers a pleas¬ 
ing support turn, all 
witty asides and quips, 
while the dwarves man¬ 
age to distinguish them¬ 
selves individually while 
sharing a good chem¬ 
istry. 

The biggest pull of 
the film is watching 
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oriummn inAJOtt tel . < 0144 * 79411 .) 
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Open hours: till 6'OOpivi 
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Julia Roberts sink her 
teeth into the villainous 
role of the evil queen, 
and the actress delivers a 
strong turn, mixing 
malevolence with 
humour. 

Her queen is an out 
and out villain but not 
one you’re too willing to 
boo and hiss at, given 
how good her turn is. If 
Roberts is relaxing her 
output, as it appears she 
is, then the promise of 
more turns as playful as 
this one is more than 
welcome. 

As entertaining a film 
as Mirror Mirror is, 
there is little weight or 
substance to the film; 
instead it simply plays as 
a fairytale writ large, and 
while innocence seems a 
virtue long forgotten in 
the cinema, it’s for that 
very reason that Mirror 
Mirror is the fairest of 
them all! 

VERDICT A satis 
fyingly lightweight 
fairytale. Mirror Mirror 
is a beautifully shot film 
that uses Tarsem Singh’s 
visual ability while get¬ 
ting strong performances 
from Armie Hammer 
and Julia Roberts. 

Shorn of too much 
cynicism. Mirror Mirror 
is pleasing and, though 
insubstantial, more than 
watchable. Enjoyable. 

SEE THIS IE YOU 
LIKED: Shrek (2001), 
The Brothers Grimm 
(2005) 


Exploring eBay 

at Barry Computer Club 


MOST people have 
thrown something 
away with the 
thought at the back 
of their mind that 
someone, some¬ 
where, might like to 
have it - but it would 
be impossible to find 
that person - and 
Kevin S gave us a 
talk on how such 
thoughts led to the 
rise of internet auc¬ 
tion house eBay. 

In 1985 a computer 
programmer in 

California offered a bro¬ 
ken laser pointer for sale 
as part of an auction he 
wanted to try out on his 
own website. He called 
it Auction Web. 

To his surprise, some¬ 
one wanted to buy it. He 
contacted the buyer to be 
sure that he knew it was 
broken and the buyer 
said yes and that he 
wanted it anyway. The 
internet has made it pos¬ 
sible to find the person 
who wants what you do 
not. 

It resulted in the 
launch of eBay in 1997, 
as transactions were run¬ 
ning at 200,000 a month, 
having grown from 
250,000 for the whole of 
1996. It went interna¬ 
tional in 1999 and con¬ 
tinued to grow. 

In 2010, it sold $62 
billion (more than 
$2,000 a second). This 
includes a passenger 
vehicle every two min¬ 
utes; a motorcycle every 
six minutes and (once) a 
Gulfstream Jet for $4.9 


Playgroup fayre 
and an Easter 
bonnet parade! 



Easter bonnet winners, Jack and Holly. 

KIDDIEWINKLES 
Playgroup were 
kept very busy 
before the Easter 
holidays, raising 
funds for new stor¬ 
age equipment at 
the Easter fayre on 
Tuesday, March 27. 

The fayre was a huge 
success under Karen 
Jones (acting playgroup 
leader) and her team of 
helpers. 

“We had plenty of 
games, face painting, 
toys and tombola along 
with a cake stall for 
everyone to enjoy. We 
raised a fabulous £277 
and would like to say a 
very public thank you to 


all the children, parents, 
church members and 
staff who always sup¬ 
port our fundraising 
efforts!” a spokesperson 
said. 

“In the lead-up to the 
end of term, we also 
asked the children and 
their parents to make an 
Easter bonnet as part of 
our topic. All the bon¬ 
nets were brilliant and 
we would like to con¬ 
gratulate everyone on 
their efforts. 

“We held a little 
Easter parade at the end 
of playgroup on March 
28 to show off our cre¬ 
ations. We had two 
winners. Jack Pitcher 
aged four, and Holly 
Hunter, aged three.” 


Million in 2001. In 2011, 
it had more than 97 mil¬ 
lion members world¬ 
wide. There are other 
auction sites, but eBay is 
the biggest and best 
known. 

Kevin then introduced 
the site proper and 
explained how to buy 
and sell effectively. 

He displayed the 
opening page of the 
eBay site and showed 
how to register as a 
member, but explained 
that if you don’t want to 
become a member 
immediately, it is quite 
okay to look around as a 
guest to get the feel of 
how it all works. 

If you want to bid on 
an item, or to put an item 
on watch to keep track of 
it, then you would have 
to sign up. This requires 
your name, address and 
email address, after 
which you choose a 
username and your pass¬ 
word. So far, there is 
nothing to pay. 

Once registered, you 
are invited to start sell¬ 
ing or browsing the auc¬ 
tion categories. Selling 
involves a charge for the 
eBay service, depending 


on the values involved 
and how much informa¬ 
tion you want to include, 
such as additional photo¬ 
graphs. 

You will know the 
cost before you commit 
to the auction. If you 
browse and wish to bid 
for something, you may 
do so. 

Kevin offered hints 
and tips on how to use 
the site to the best 
advantage and fielded a 
range of questions. This 
included advice on how 
to describe what you are 
selling and to find out 
the correct postage costs 
to show the buyer. 

You are expected to 
sign up for Paypal in due 
course. This is a system 
to ensure that the money 
involved changes hands 
securely. 

All this was accompa¬ 
nied by a live visit to the 
site, together with a 
demonstration of how it 
all works. 

Eeedback from users 
is used to identify the 
most reliable people. 

For more information 
call 029 20309579. 

HOWARD 

DESMOND 


College steps 
up overseas 
partnerships 



Professor Masaaki Yanagida, from the Aoyama 
Gakuin University, Tokyo, visited CAVC as the 
WJEC has chosen the college as a centre of 
excellent Welsh Baccalaureate practice. 


CARDIFF and Vale 
College, has hosted 
delegations from 
China, Japan and 
Libya - as part of 
its commitment to 
foster international 
partnerships. 

March saw hospitality 
and catering students 
from a Trench Lycee 
serve a presentation 
lunch at the college’s 
Vale training restaurant; 
the Glamorgan suite. 

CAVC’s international 
arm, Cardiff College 
International, has an 
agreement with the 
Beijing Space Study 
Service which links UK 
institutions with schools 
and colleges across 
China. 

The delegation met 
with the Principal, two 
vice principals, the col¬ 
lege’s international busi¬ 
ness development man¬ 
ager, Janine Bennett, and 
head of adult and sixth 
form studies. Dr Barbara 
Prosser. 

“We are looking to 
recruit students who will 
finish their education in 
China then come to the 
college to progress,” 


Janine said. “Chinese 
students will be able to 
take advantage of the 
provision we offer 
including the English 
language courses, the 
international foundation 
programme and A Levels 
with a view to progress¬ 
ing on to higher educa¬ 
tion.” 

The collaboration 
could also include 
teacher exchanges and a 
summer learning pro¬ 
gramme. The agreement 
will now go to the rele¬ 
vant Chinese local gov¬ 
ernment department for 
formal approval. 

CAVC also welcomed 
Professor Masaaki 
Yanagida from the 
Aoyama Gakuin 

University, Tokyo, in a 
visit organised by the 
WJEC. 

He came to the col¬ 
lege as the WJEC has 
selected it as a centre of 
excellent Welsh 

Baccalaureate practice. 

CAVC also hosted a 
delegation from the new 
Libyan Government that 
had come to learn how 
Welsh colleges are deliv¬ 
ering on vocational 
training and engaging 
with employers. 
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Out and About with The GEM 


RHS SHOW 
IS BACK! 



THE RHS Show 
Cardiff returns to 
the parklands of 
Cardiff Castle on 
April 20-22 
(www. rhs. org. uk/car 
dijf) and the schools 
wheelbarrow com¬ 
petition is more 
popular than ever, 
with 60 colourful, 
imaginative entries. 

This year’s theme is 
Olympic based and is 
entitled ‘Sports and 
Shoots’. It brings 
together the creative 
and colourful efforts of 
local youngsters, 
thanks to ongoing sup¬ 
port from Legal & 
General. 

Visitors are invited 
to select their favourite 
wheelbarrow, based on 
visual impact, original¬ 
ity and colour, with 
gardening vouchers 
presented to the win¬ 
ning schools for first 
(£100), second (£75) 
and third (£50). 

“The Cardiff show 
is the first in the sea¬ 
son of RHS outdoor 
shows, and this year 
rounds off national 
Gardening Week, as 


the RHS bid to get the 
nation growing. The 
event will attract some 
25,000 visitors and fea¬ 
ture beautiful blooms 
from nurseries across 
the country, show gar¬ 
dens from leading 
Welsh talent, and 
advice and inspiration 
for the gardening sea¬ 
son ahead,” said 
spokesman Tim 
Powell. 

The RHS Show 
Cardiff includes: Show 
gardens from Wales ’ 
leading designers; 
Launch of the Young 
School Gardener of the 
Year, part of the first 
National Gardening 
Week; Spring Allotment 
and Grow Your Own 
advice; Talks, demon¬ 
strations and expert 
advice from the RHS; 
and floral marquees 
with over 50 floral 
exhibitors plant plaza. 

There are also 
nature trails and street 
entertainers with live 
music on the band¬ 
stand. 

Telephone 0844 
5810810for further 
details. 


‘Springtime’ ;g|p 

Animal Woricshop a. c 
Monday 

16*1' April io-iiam 

Two sessions 9.30-11.30am and 12.30-2.30pm 
Children up to age 8 are welcome to join our baby 
and toddler group during the Half Term holiday. 

enquiries@catchupandplay.co.uk 
or call Sarah on 0789 444 5898 
vw.catchupandplay.co.uk 
New baby & toddler group in Llantwit Major... 
gj www.facebook.coni/Catchup.and.Play 


HORSE RACING 


POINT-TO-POINT 

Saturday, 23rd April 

Redlands Farm, 

BONVILSTON CF5 6TQ 

- First race 2pm - 

Featuring the 3M 4F Welsh Point-to-Point Grand National 
Bars, Caterers and Bookmakers in attendance. 

For further information please 
contact Mr Phil Williams 

02920 880798 
0779 915 5463 

email: phillip.williams56 @ btinternet.com 



Lib-Dem 

advice 

WELSH Lib-Dem AM 
for South Wales West, 
Peter Black, will be 
holding three surgeries 
on Friday, April 13 in 
Pencoed Library from 
2pm to 3pm and 
Porthcawl Library from 
3.30pm to 4.30pm. No 


What’s on and where 
in your local area 


appointment is neces¬ 
sary. 

Ladies choir 

BARRY Ladies Choir 
are holding a concert 
at Crossway Methodist 
Church on Monday, 
April 16 at 2pm. 

Tickets are £3 to 
include tea/coffee and 
biscuits. 


Star’s donations to 
Dogs Trust raises 
pounds for hounds 


ON Saturday, March 
31, staff at Dogs 
Trust Cowbridge’s 
charity shop were 
greeted by queues of 
people eagerly wait¬ 
ing to buy their piece 
of John Barrowman. 

The star of stage and 
screen very generously 
donated his own clothes 
and personal belongings 
to the shop, and so far 
more than £2,000 has 
been raised, with more 
still to come in. 

Rhia Stankovic- 
Jones, the Dogs Trust 
Cowbridge shop manag¬ 
er said: “We were 
amazed by the extent of 
John’s donation to the 
shop and are now 
absolutely delighted 
with the support his fans 
have shown! 

“It has really translat¬ 
ed into sales! We know 


he has a huge world¬ 
wide fan base but it 
seems Cowbridge has 
lots of his supporters 
too! 

“Fans were queuing 
at the door to get a piece 
of the action - from 
suits he’s worn on TV to 
household goods. 

“Also, for people 
who were unable to get 
to the shop on Saturday 
we’ve put a number of 
items on our Ebay site 
which are still taking 
bids.” 

She added that one 
customer travelled all 
the way from 
Nottingham and spent 
approximately £600 in 
one hour on items 
including shirts and a 
Ralph Lauren hoodie! 

To find out more 
about Dogs Trust visit 
WWW. dogs trust, org.uk 


X Factor star 
headlines 
charity concert 


THE 2008 X Factor 
finalist Daniel 
Evans will perform 
at a charity concert 
in aid of Bridgend 
Disabled FC on 
April 15 in the 
Phoenix United 
Reform Chapel, 
Bridgend. 

The event starts at 
3pm and will also 
include Approaching 
Danger, Colours of One 
and DanceManiax. 

There will be a raffle 
and an auction. Tickets 


are £10 adults, £5 
under-16 and £20 for 
families. Call Kelly Hall 
(07817929549) or pur¬ 
chase at the door. 

All money raised 
from this event will help 
send a team from 
Bridgend Disabled FC 
to Spain in June to play 
in the Catalan Cup. 

This competition is 
being run by Spain 
Sportive and for the first 
time they are including 
a disabled section. 
Bridgend is the only 
Welsh team taking part. 


T*eter Francis^ 






"OUR VALUERS NEAR YOU!" 
Friday 20th April 2012 
The Bear Hotel, High Street, Cowbridge 
Vale of Glamorgan, CF71 7AF 
A Charity Valuation Day in aid of 
The Kidney Wales Foundation Research 

Bring along your Antiques, Fine Art, Heirlooms 
& Collectables for a no obligation verbal valuation 
for possible sale. 

SMALL DONATION REQUESTED 
10.00am - 4.00pm (by appointment only) 

Peter Francis Auctioneers Ltd., Old Station Road, 
Carmarthen, SA31IJN. 

01267 233456/Cardiff 02920 554222 
vwvw.peterfrancis.co.uk 


The concert is being 
held as a fundraising 
event for Age Concern 
Senior Health Shop 
and Friends and 
Neighbours. 

Tickets available 
from Senior Health 
Shop or contact 01446 
732385 or from Gay 
Fifield on 400044. 
Valeways 
walks 

ON Tuesday, April 17 
at 1.30pm, ‘Spring 
scenery’ walk, starting 
at Dinas Powys 
Common by Twyn 
Cyn. 

April 18: 

10.30am, the Nordic 
walking taster led by 
Howell Isaac (Age 
Cymru) starts at 
Cosmeston Country 
Park visitor centre 
(over-50s only). 

1.45pm, the coffee 
shop strollers meet at 
Bridge Cafe, The 
Knap. 

2pm, ‘Castle and 
Coffin Stiles’, starting 
at the Red Fox, 
Penllyn. 

Visit 

www.valeways.org.uk 
for details. 

Eisteddfod 

fundraisers 

THE following 
fundraising events are 
being organised in 
support of the 
National Eisteddfod at 


Llandow: 

April 18 at 7pm: 
Curry evening organ¬ 
ised by Quest Hair 
Salon at Jaipur Indian 
Restaurant, East 
Street, Llantwit Major. 
Choice of menu, £16; 
information and tick¬ 
ets from Quest on 
01446 793563. 

April 20 at 8.30pm: 
‘Half Tidy’ at 
Sportsman’s Rest, 
Peterston-super-Ely, 
light musical enter¬ 
tainment. 

April 28 at 7pm: 
‘Twmpath’ with 
‘Thingumijigs’. Put 
on your dancing shoes 
and join caller Ceri 
Platts and 

Thingumijigs Ceilidh 
band at Llantonian 
Hall, Boverton Road, 
Llantwit Major. 

Adults £4, children 
£2, family £10. Tickets 
from Eleanor (01446 
751950). 

Charity coffee 

A CHARITY coffee 
morning will be held 
in the Lesser Hall, All 
Saints Church, 

Victoria Square, 
Penarth on April 19 
atl I0.30am-I2 noon. 

Entry 50p, to include 
tea or coffee. Bargains 
in cakes, books, plants, 
crafts. 



BEGINNER 

GOLF SESSIONS 



Women & Girls 

~ interested in 
trying your 

^ hand at golf, 

+ ' ' join our 

free taster 

_ - 1 . _ sessions at 

SOUTHERNDOWN GOLF CLUB 
Tuesday 24th April 6-7pm 
Saturday 28th April 2-3pnn 


Contact us on 01656 88III2 or 

Proshop(gsoutherndowngolfclub.com 

B 


Charity gala concert 


A gala concert will 
be held at 7pm on 
May 13 in St 
David’s Hall, 
Cardiff, featuring 
popular songs from 
stage shows - to 
raise funds for the 
British Heart 
Foundation 
Cymru’s Mending 
Broken Hearts 
Appeal. 

Taking part are prin¬ 


cipal performers from 
the West End, including 
Lucie Jones (X Factor 
and Les Miserables) 
Chris Jacobsen (Jean 
Val Jean in Les 
Miserables, who shared 
the role with John 
Owen Jones) Kieran 
Brown (Wicked) and X 
Factor's James 
Williams, with a profes¬ 
sional orchestra and 
Cardiff choir City 
Voices. 


an open invitation to the 


to lolo Dyfnan Davies, MA (Oxon) 
Headmaster of Cowbridge Grammar School 
November 1971 - July 1973 
at 


This will be followed by a luncheon at 


Tickets for Luncheon - £25 

6 Hopyard Meadow, Westgate, 
Cowbridge, CF71 7AN 


AMBER FAIRS 

Antique & Collectors Fair 

at the 

Duke of Wellington, Cowbridge 

on Saturday 14th April 
ll.00am-5.00pm - Entrance £1 


★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


OCEAN LOUNGE 




PORTHKERRY 

WE ARE NOW OPEN: 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHT 
& DAYTIME SUNDAYS 




Every Friday & Saturday 
Night - plus Bingo 


Friday 13th Friday * 

Shaz I 

Female Vocalist * 


Saturday 14th April 

Drew Brown 

Male Vocalist 

Friday 20th Friday 


^ Jordan Summer ^ 


t Female Vocalist t 

i 

X ^_ a. _■__ M. Mk. _=■ ^ 

M —-^---- 

t Nicky Seven t 

t Male Vocalist j 

J Food served Fri 7-9pm 
M Sat l2-3pm & 7pm-9pm J 

^ Traditional Sunday Lunch t 
M Served l2-3pm £6.95 ? 

{ CAR BOOT SALE * 

? EVERY SUNDAY from 2pm J 

^ To find us - click directions@ ^ 

? www.firejoust.com } 
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GLAMORGAN PONY CLUB HOSTS THE 
PRESENTATION OF ANNUAL AWARDS 




GLAMORGAN Pony 
Club recently held its 
annual awards and 
AGM at Cowbridge 
Rugby Club. 

Our DC, Annie 
Whitehouse, welcomed 
everyone to the meeting 
and introduced our 
President Mike Gibbon 
MFH, who compered 
the evening. 

This year we wel¬ 
comed back local train¬ 
er Tim Vaughan. He 
began by tallang about 
how he first became 
involved in Pony Club 
and represented them at 
some of the biggest 
competitions in Britain. 

We were very grate¬ 
ful that Tim gave us his 
valuable time to come 
and present our certifi¬ 
cates and Cups. 

Glamorgan Pony 
Club had another suc¬ 
cessful year competing 
at the various disci¬ 
plines around the south 
Wales area and in 
England. 

At the Horse and 
Pony Care Competition, 
held at the Pontcanna 
Riding school, we had 
three teams, all of 
whom were competing 
for the first time. 

They were: Caitlin 
Jones, Izzy Kennedy, 
Genevieve Kirk, Evie 
Vaughan Jones, Chloe 
Watkins, Nina Revera, 
Nonni Medlicott, Ellie 
Thorne and Victoria 
Shaw. 

The area eventing 
was held at Sapey in 
Worcestershire and we 
had two teams: novice: 
Ellie Dix, Alice 
Pembridge, Bethany 
Jarvis, Evie Vaughan 
Jones; both Ellie and 
Evie were placed sixth 
as individuals. 

Pre-novice: Zoe 

Hughes, Sean Way, 
Genevieve Kirk, Izzy 


Kennedy; Zoe was indi¬ 
vidually fourth and the 
team were also fourth. 

The area tetrathlon 
was held in July with 
one team and one indi¬ 
vidual taking part: 
minis: Genevieve Kirk, 
Sanant Callow, Victoria 
Shaw; team fifth over¬ 
all, and Genevieve 
fourth individually. 
Juniors: Ela Callow in 
sixth placed team of 
three. 

Show jumping was 
held at Chepstow 
Racecourse and we had 
two teams in the novice 
competition: Ellie Dix, 
Ellie Thorne, Evie 
Vaughan Jones, Zoe 
Hughes. 

The team came third 
overall with Zoe placed 
third as an individual 
and qualified for the 
National 
Championships. 

There was also a 
‘tack and turnout’ com¬ 
petition held for the 
teams, with this team 
finishing first. 

Our other novice 
team was made up of 
Alice Pembridge, Sean 
Way and Genevieve 
Kirk. 

In area dressage, we 
entered two novice 
teams and one individ¬ 
ual in the open: Evie 
Vaughan Jones, Zoe 
Hughes and Nonni 
Medlicott. 

This team finished 
third overall, with indi¬ 
vidual places for Zoe in 
second, Evie third and 
Nonni ninth. Zoe quali¬ 
fied for the National 
Championships. 

Our other team was 
Ellie Dix, Alice 
Pembridge, Sean Way; 
Sean was placed 10th 
as an individual. 

Emma Lockwood 
was placed first as an 
individual and qualified 


for the National 
Championships. 

We are very proud of 
Zoe Hughes who repre¬ 
sented Glamorgan Pony 
club at the novice 
championships at both 
dressage and show 
jumping. Also to Emma 
Lockwood for repre¬ 
senting the club at the 
open dressage 

Championships, finish¬ 
ing 11th; both girls did 
us proud. 

Within the structure 
of Pony Club there are 
various tests that can be 
taken to improve the 
knowledge and safety 
of our members. 

The following passed 
their Riding and Road 
Safety: Maisie Beech, 
Evie Vaughan Jones, 
Nina Revera, 

Genevieve Kirk, Chloe 
Watkins and those pass¬ 
ing their BHS Riding 
and Road Safety were 
Nina Revera, 

Genevieve Kirk, Ela 
Callowa and Chloe 
Watkins. 

Two of our members 
passed the difficult B 
test this year; Bethan 
Allman and Bethany 
Jarvis. 

Just before the pres¬ 
entation of Cups Eiona 


Martyn, on behalf of 
Glamorgan Hunt, pre¬ 
sented Ellie Dix with 
the junior hunting cup 
for her endeavours dur¬ 
ing the season. 

We then went onto 
present the Cups for the 
year: 12 and under 
attendance went to Josie 
Dix, with runner-up 
Emily Reynolds; in 
joint third were 


Branwen Clay, Beth 
Crockford and Owen 
John. 

The most improved 
rider went to Branwen 
Clay for the under-12s 
and Genevieve Kirk for 
the older members. 

The hunter trial cup 
went to Izzy Kennedy 
on Lucy, tack and turn 
out for the year went to 
Maisie Beech, while the 


rider who represented 
Pony Club the most 
times was Zoe Hughes. 

We cater for all abili¬ 
ties and ages, so if you 
would like to join us 
please come along on 
any term time 
Wednesday evening at 
Spring Meadows, 
Llandow, from 5.30pm- 
9.15pm. 

JJ 
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National Pet Month 

2012 

7tli April to 7tli May 



o 


NATIONAL PET MONTH 
PROMOTES RESPONSIBLE 
OWNERSHIP OF ANIMALS 



Tommy Trousers. 


F rom now 
until May 7, 
people are 
invited to be a part 
of National Pet 
Month. 

Thousands of owners 
throughout the UK are 
celebrating the special 
affinity they have with 
their pets, highlighting 
responsible ownership 
and raising money for 
the charity in fun-filled 
events. 

National Pet Month 
also wants to raise 
awareness of the value 


Mum and daughter 
head up a new 
business venture 


A fter is 

years run¬ 
ning a suc¬ 
cessful horse riding 
school in the Vale 
of Glamorgan, Sue 
Bater has set up 
Stable Cottage Rug 
Wash, Llantrithyd, 
an equine rug wash 
and repair service, 
and handed over 
the reins to her 19- 
year-old daughter. 

Sue, who formerly set 
up and ran the equine 
department at Pencoed 
College, said: “The idea 
for the business came 
about from me wanting 
to find a different way 
of working in the equine 
business and my daugh¬ 
ter Alyson wanting to 
stay in the area. 

“As owners of 15 
horses, we know only 
too well how much 


work is involved in 
keeping them and the 
equipment clean. We 
always find ourselves 
with a huge amount of 
rug cleaning to do at the 
end of the winter, which 
domestic machines real¬ 
ly struggle to cope with. 

“Local horse owners 
have been extremely 
positive about the serv¬ 
ice and weTl be doing 
our utmost to keep 
prices to a minimum in 
recognition of the cost 
of keeping horses. 

“We’re sure that by 
offering the unique serv¬ 
ice of repair and pickup 
as well as washing num¬ 
nahs and saddles, we’ll 
be busy all year. It’s 
fantastic to have this 
funding support avail¬ 
able to help sustain our 
farming communities.” 

Contact 01446 
751620. 


' GROOMERS'* 

We stock a large range of food, bedding, hous¬ 
ing and accessories for your pets including 
dogs, cats, reptiles and small animals 

RABBITS, GUINEA PIGS 
REPTILES, BUDGIES 
with Full Set-ups 
New range of Tropical 


Fish and Tanks - All Available Now 
FULL GROOMING SERVICE AVAILABLE 
Nail Clipping £5 
Wash from £10 
Clip & Style 
from £20 
OPEN: Monday - Saturday 9am - 5.30pm 
Sunday 10am - 4pm 




BETA 


GREAT OFFERS ON 




la REGENT STREET, BARRY 
CF62 8DS Tel. 01446 722 228 


of working and compan¬ 
ion animals. 

True animal lovers are 
keen to see their pets 
enjoy happy lives, and 
pet month is an opportu¬ 
nity to support a ‘pet 
partnership’ across the 
nation. 

A spokeswoman 
explained: “National Pet 
Month is a registered 
charity, which brings 
together animal welfare 
charities, professional 
bodies, pet businesses, 
schools, youth groups 
and pet lovers, with the 
common goal of improv¬ 
ing the welfare of pets. 

“The trustees are 
National Office of 
Animal Health (NOAH), 
Pet Food Manufacturers’ 
Association (PFMA) and 
Pet Care Trust (PCT). 

“So how can you 


help? First of all, you 
can become a supporter. 
This will keep you up- 
to-date with our activi¬ 
ties and you will get a 
free events pack.” 

Anyone wanting to 
find out more about run¬ 
ning events for National 
Pet Month can also 
check out the details 
explaining how to put on 
an event. For that, please 
go to www.nationalpet- 
month.org.uk. 

As you can see from 
these pictures of GEM 
staff members’ pets, an 
animal can play an 
important part in your 
life! 





Rex. 


Happy 18th birthday, Oscar! 


The benefits of owning a cat 


H ave you 

ever consid¬ 
ered an 

older cat, instead of 
a kitten, as a com¬ 
panion? 

Medical research has 
indicated stroking a cat 
can relieve stress and 
lower blood pressure. 

We have a number of 
cats looking for loving 


homes, aged from six 
months to eight years 
old. 

Even a cat of eight 
years would have 
approximately another 
10 years of life, which 
might suit a much older 
person and give loving 
companionship. 

All our cats have 
been neutered and 
microchipped. Some 


MAESTEG ANIMAL WELFARE SOCIETY 




and older cats- 
All needing a new family! 

All cats have been 
neutered <6 microchipp ed 

All our work is funded by Charity Shops. 

We sell bric-a-brac, books, clothes and all items of furniture. 
Donations always welcome. 

Tel: 01656 721496 or 01656 769855 

vmw.maesIeganimalrescue.co.uk 

Thanking everyone for their continued support 


are a little nervous as 
they are used to older 
people who might have 
had to give them up to 
go into homes them¬ 
selves, leaving their 
companion behind. 
These would adapt to a 
quiet, loving home envi¬ 
ronment. 

Currently, we have an 
abundance of cats who 
are desperately in need 
of a new family, or peo¬ 
ple to care for them. 

For an appointment 
or further information, 
please telephone 
Maesteg Animal Welfare 
Society on 01656 
721496 or 01656 
769855. Please leave a 
message on our answer- 
phone if we are not 
available. 

If you have any bric- 
a-brac or any unwanted 
items, call our shop on 
01656 738977 or 01656 
737827. 


DOGS 
‘R’ US 

Away on 
holiday? 
Don’t like 
kennels? 

Let us look after 
your dogs with care 
in our home? 

Come & see us for 
a friendly chat. 

Tel: 07527 330364 


liable Coitaga 
iTug V¥aali^'i 

Nr. Cowbridge 

Your local rug wash, re-proof & repair service. 

A professional service from equine experts. 
24hr express rug wash. Competitive prices. 
Find a cheaper service & we will 
guarantee to beat their price. 

Give us a call for this months special offer. 

We also wash numnahs, saddleclothes, girths etc. 
Pick up & drop off service 
other jobs undertaken i.e. rugby kits 
Contact Sue or Alyson on 01446 751620/07892 864603 
Stable Cottage, Treguff, St Mary Church, Nr Cowbridge, Vale of Glamorgan CF71 7LT 


UTni^il,, 



horrid 


• High quality purpose built boarding 
establishment for Cats and Small Animals 

• Individual runs and heated chalets 

• Fully licenced and insured 

• Inspection welcome-no appointment necessary 

Telephone: (01446) 781376 

Mrs M Levey, Llanvithyn Mill, Llancarfan, 
Nr Barry, Vale of Glamorgan. CF62 3AT 


Pet care services 
with extra touch 



Left to right: Chelsea Wetherick, Kathryn 
Johnston, Alison Moya, Kim Mills and Aimee 
Bannister. 


C ARE 4 PETS 
is an estab¬ 
lished busi¬ 
ness offering a 
variety of pet care 
services, including 
home boarding for 
dogs, visits for cats 
and small animals, 
dog walking and 
house sitting. 

In addition. Care 4 
Pets offers a successful 
dog grooming service at 
Park Crescent, Barry. 
Alison Moya, owner, 
said: “We have seven 
experienced dog 
groomers who offer our 
clients a choice of style 
of groomer. 

“We have recently 
employed two new 
groomers, eliminating 


our usual waiting list of 
3-4 weeks. We are a 
company of dog lovers 
and really enjoy sending 
the pooches out 
smelling beautiful and 
more often than not with 
a bow in their hair as a 
finishing touch. 

“Prices are competi¬ 
tive and include nail 
clipping and anal glands 
as standard.” 

If you would like to 
try Care 4 Pets for the 
first time, bring along 
this article and claim a 
10 per cent discount 
(offer available to new 
clients only for the first 
groom). 

Telephone 01446 
744633. 


^ 4 ^ 

Professional Home Pet Care ' * 

Grooming Salon 
& Pet services 

120 Park Crescent, Local rate:0845 456 5338 
Barry CF62 6HE www.care-4-pets.co.uk 



Horse Rugwash 
Company 

Your rugs can be taken to 
a local collection point: 

• Arthur John & Co., Cowbridge 

• Zoars, Neath 

• The Feed Shop, Penarth Road, 
Cardiff 

• 5 rugs or more collected 
from your stables 

Please telephone Den or Ros Palmer 

01454 413023 
or 07710 367734 


Looking to advertise in over 
42,000 newspaper AND online? 
gemsales@tindlenews.co. uk 
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BEST PERFORMANCE OF THE SEASON 


Pencoed RFC 
triumph over 
league leaders 


PENCOED 
reserved their best 
performance of the 
season for the 
arrival of the 
league leaders 

Seven Sisters. 

With home confi¬ 
dence high after amass¬ 
ing 130 points in their 
previous two matches 
the Pencoed camp real¬ 
ized this was to be a far 
sterner test. 

With firm underfoot 
conditions, Pencoed 
were at their best, and 
they once again pro¬ 
duced superb attacking 
rugby. 

Home full back Glen 
Hiscocks continued his 
rich vein of form finish¬ 
ing off an attack in the 
opening minutes to 
score; Marc Davies con¬ 
verted. 

Loose head prop Lee 
Roberts then opened the 
visitors’ account with a 
try in the corner, before 
Davies slotted a 35 
metre penalty goal for 
Pencoed to lead 10-5. 

Pencoed second row 


James Murphy then 
saved an almost certain 
score with a fine cover 
tackle on the visitors’ 
left wing. 

Mike Smith kicked a 
penalty for Seven and a 
converted try from 
Anthony Llewellyn saw 
them lead 10-15. 

A clever move from 
the Pencoed midfield 
involving outside half 
Davies and centre Lloyd 
Ryland set Hiscocks 
away to crash over wide 
out. 

Pencoed then took a 
lead they were not to 
lose, a slashing break 
through the middle from 
Ryland and good support 
play put Hiscocks in for 
his try hat trick, Davies 
converted. 

Prior to the interval 
Seven Sisters hit back 
with No 8 Alyn Jones 
driving across, and 
Pencoed led at the break 
22 - 20 . 

Play continued to and 
fro in the second half 
before a searing break 
from Hiscocks in the 
visitors’ 22 put wing 


Liam Halse over. 

Seven returned to the 
attack and following 
sustained pressure in the 
home 22 their pack 
drove over wide out to 
bring the scoreline to 27- 
25. 

This match went right 
down to the wire, the 
visitors’ left wing put¬ 
ting a foot in touch in the 
act of scoring in the final 
seconds. 

Pencoed's all round 
attacking game saw 
them run out deserved 
27-25 winners, with 
Glen Hiscocks chosen as 
the Coed-y-Mwstwr 
man of the match. 

On Saturday Pencoed 
play their final match of 
the season at Maesteg 
Harlequins. 

In a match curtailed 
by injury to the match 
official, the Pencoed 2nd 
XV beat Brackla 26-10. 

Pencoed try scorers 
were Dean Henson, 
Mark Evans, Aaron 
Songhurst, and a penalty 
try, Tom Davies adding 
three conversions. 

TR 


Athletic under-15s 
come out on top 


IN a fiercely contested local 
derby between Bridgend 
Sports and Bridgend Athletic 
under-15s it was the Ath who 
came out on top, winning 24- 
23. 

The game started at a frantic pace 
and the contact area was very compet¬ 
itive with both sets of forwards com¬ 
peting for the ball, but despite total 
dominance at the scrum and lineout, it 
was the Ath who on a number of occa¬ 
sions were deemed to be infringing 
and it was only a matter of time before 
the Sports had kickable chances. 

Outside half Josh Bogue expertly 
converted two such opportunities to 
give the sports an early 6-0 lead. 

The Ath then gifted the Sports a try 
when they failed to deal with an up 
and under. 

As is often the case, the bounce of 
the rugby ball caused confusion and it 
was good follow-up play by Lewis 
Obbard who picked up the loose ball 
and run in from 25 yards. 

The Sports went further ahead when 
good back play in midfield eventually 
created an overlap for Alex Stanton to 
score in the corner. 

At this stage with the Sports leading 
16-0, the Ath needed to take a grip of 
the game. They managed to gain good 
field position and it led to Sam 
Matthews taking the ball on the burst 
and breaking countless tackles before 
powering over the try line, taking half 

CALLING ALL 
CLUB OFFICIALS! 
We welcome your 
sports reports, news 
and items of interest 
- email us at 
gemeditorial 
@tindlenews.co.uk 


the Sports’ pack with him to score. 

The Ath were now back in the game 
and started to play some rugby, but 
again they were undone by an up and 
under that they failed to deal with 
which eventually led again to the 
Sports creating an overlap for wing 
Owen James to score. 

The try was converted from wide 
out by Josh Bogue making sorry read¬ 
ing for the Ath boys at the half time, 
the score 23 - 5 to the Sports. 

With a mountain to climb and after 
some honest talk at the half time 
break, the Ath came out in a deter¬ 
mined mood and Craig Lewis who had 
just come onto the field after a long 
injury lay off set the tone with a 
crunching tackle in the first minute. 

This lifted the Ath boys and eventu¬ 
ally led to an Ath try with Tom 
Pritchard taking a great line through 
the centre and scoring under the posts. 
This was converted by Harrison 
Evans. 

The Ath were now in complete con¬ 
trol and their dominance at scrum time 
was beginning to tell. There were a 
number of turnovers against the head 
and the Sports had no answer to runs 
from no. 8 Sam Matthews. 

However, they fell for the sucker 
punch when expecting another pick 
and go from the base, scrum half Tom 
McArdle went blind and fed his full 
back Ben Jones who glided past sever¬ 
al defenders to score. Again this was 
converted by Harrison Evans. 

With the Ath dominating possession 
and territory throughout the second 
half, Craig Lewis tidied up some loose 
play and ran blind. He broke a number 
of would-be tackles and showed great 
determination to score in the corner. 

This was a fantastic comeback by 
the Ath boys and they showed great 
determination, focus and team spirit to 
turn around what was a uphill task 
after yielding so many penalties. 

TB 



The flying Glen Hiscocks was a try scorer 
and man of match! 

PHOTOS BY JULIE HANCOCK 



Lloyd Ryland takes a heavy tackle. 


John entertains 
at Pyle and 
Kenfig GC 



JOHN Devereux 
was a fearless 
crash-ball centre 
who played rugby 
union for 
Bridgend, Wales 
and the British 
Lions and gained 
his first cap for 
Wales at the very 
young age of 19 
years. 

He scored tries 
against the mighty All 
Blacks, Samoa, Canada, 
Romania, and his 
favourite against 
England. 

However, back then 
rugby union was an 
amateur sport which did 
not pay the mortgage 
and feed the family. 
Thus he was lured away 
to rugby league, in 
which sport he played 
for Widnes, Wales and 
Great Britain. 

John returned to 
rugby union when it 
became professional, 
playing again for his old 
team at Bridgend before 
finishing his playing 
career at the illustrious 
Maesteg. 

His stories on the 


night enthralled the 
members and left them 
wishing there was time 
for more. 

His talk ended with a 
question and answer 
session in which he 
gave deep insights into 
various aspects of rugby 
at the highest level, but 
he refused to be drawn 
on what he considered 
to be "gossip". 

Also in the photo¬ 
graph, with club captain 
Tony Price, is P&K 
member, Ian Hall, him¬ 
self a former Welsh 
rugby union internation¬ 
al, having played for 
Wales no fewer than 11 
times. 

His club rugby was 
played for South Wales 
Police and Aberavon; he 
also played for the 
Barbarians on four occa¬ 
sions. 

Pyle and Kenfig Golf 
Club welcomes all 
golfers. The free drain¬ 
ing course is open when 
many others are closed. 
Take advantage of our 
special offers. 

Visit our website 
www.pandkgolfclub.co. 
uk 

JM 


Good performances 
from Ath under-lls 


Bridgend Ath 
V Mumbles 
THE Ath played 
two home games 
this week. Mumbles 
were first up and 
got the game under 
way. 

Some early posses¬ 
sion saw the Ath create 
some good chances. 
Great handling from the 
Ath allowed Sion Vigus 
the space to score the 
first try of the day. 
Connor Eabian convert¬ 
ed to make it 7-0. Prom 
the kick-off the ball 
eventually found its way 
to Louis King who 
crashed over to score a 
quick second. Connor 
Eabian converted to 
make it 14-0. 

Mumbles responded 
well and broke free from 
the halfway line to score. 
The try was converted to 
make it 14-7. 

The Ath continued to 
play some fluid rugby 


and another good han¬ 
dling move saw Thomas 
Reed score in the comer. 
Connor Eabian convert¬ 
ed to make it 21-7. 

They managed to 
score a further try before 
the break through Jamie 
Marshall after a great 
offload saw him go over 
to score. Connor Eabian 
converted to make it 28- 
7 to the Ath at half-time. 

The home side got the 
second half underway 
and were soon back in 
possession of the ball. 
Another good move saw 
Thomas Anthony force 
his way over to score a 
well-taken try. Connor 
Eabian converted to 
extend the Ath lead to 
35-7. 

Mumbles hit back 
with a good try after a 
quick penalty saw them 
break free to score. The 
conversion was kicked 
to make it 35-14. 

The final try of the 
match was scored by 
Sion Vigus after another 


great move from the Ath 
released him. Connor 
Eabian converted to 
make the final score: 

Bridgend Ath 42 
Mumbles 14. 

Bridgend Ath 
V South 

Gower 

GAME two saw the 
Ath face South 
Gower. 

The Ath kicked off 
and came out on top in 
the early exchanges 
when Thomas Anthony 
charged down a clear¬ 
ance and scored from 
close range. Connor 
Eabian converted to 
make it 7-0. 

Both teams put 
together some good 
moves but it was the Ath 
who managed to extend 
their lead through Sam 
Veasey after he dived 
over to score from close 
range. Connor Eabian 
converted, making it 14- 
0 . 


Ath unlucky 
in defeat 

CARMARTHEN Under-lls 21 
BRIDGEND ATH Underlls 7 


THE Ath had an 
away game against 
Carmarthen. 

The home team got 
the game started and the 
Ath showed some good 
ball handling early on. 

Despite the good start 
from the Ath it was the 
hosts who got the first 
points on the board after 
stealing the ball well in 
their own half and run¬ 
ning to the corner to 
score. The try was con¬ 
verted to make it 7-0. 

The Ath bounced back 
well and mounted a peri¬ 
od of good pressure onto 
the Carmarthen defence 
and were rewarded with 
a well-taken try from 
winger Megan Webb 
after some good han¬ 
dling set her free to 
score. Conner Eabian 
converted to level the 
score at 7-7. 

The Ath continued to 
press but another stolen 
ball allowed Carmarthen 
to score a converted try 
making it 14-7 to the 
hosts. Carmarthen 
looked to extend their 
lead before the break and 


a kick down field from 
the Ath fell kindly to 
them and they managed 
to score in the comer. 
The conversion was 
kicked to make it 21-7 at 
the break. 

The second half saw 
the Ath start strongly. 
They put together some 
good moves but were 
unable to score due to 
some good defending 
from Carmarthen. 

The away side pressed 
right until the end and 
thought they had scored 
just before the final 
whistle only for it to be 
disallowed for an 
infringement. The final 
score: Bridgend Ath 7 
Carmarthen 21. 

Team: Thomas 

Anthony (Capt), Gwilym 
John, Ffion Revill, Teo 
Fillis, Kasari Mehta, 
Sion Vigus, Sam Veasey, 
Louis King, Jamie 
Marshall, Daffydd 
Beech, Thomas Reed, 
Conner Fabian, Taine 
Waite, Brandyn Fooks, 
William Goodhall, 
Megan Webb, Charles 
Creffield, Josh Tidy. 


South Gower got 
themselves back into the 
game before the break 
after mnning from deep 
to score. The conversion 
was missed, making it 
14-5 at the break. 

The visitors kicked 
off the second half and 
put some early pressure 
on the Ath line. Some 
great tackles were 
unable to prevent South 
Gower from going over 
the line after another 
break away. Once again 
the conversion was 
missed, making it 14-10 
to the Ath. 

The home side man¬ 
aged to push upfield 
with a series of good 
moves but South Gower 
managed to steal the ball 
from inside their own 
half and mn downfield 
to score. The conversion 
was kicked to make the 
final score: Bridgend 
Ath 14 South Gower 
17. 

Team: Thomas 

Anthony (capt). Jack 
Obbard, Gwilym John, 
Ffion Revill, Teo Fillis, 
Kasari Mehta, Sion 
Vigus, Sam Veasey, 
Louis King, Jamie 
Marshall, Daffydd 
Beech, Thomas Reed, 
Connor Fabian, Taine 
Waite, Brandyn Fooks, 
William Goodall, 

Charles Creffield, Josh 
Tidy, Jack Mustoe, 
James Hermoille. 


Devils star seeking world 
championships glory 

A LOCAL ice-hockey star, who 
works at a Bridgend opticians, 
has won a place on Great 
Britain’s world championship 
preliminary team. 

21-year-old Ben Davies, from Cardiff, 
made his way up through the Cardiff 
Devils junior system as a promising for¬ 
ward and has now been shortlisted in the 
preliminary senior squad list for the 
world championships. The squad is made 
up of 35 of Great Britain’s most talented 
players. 

Ben, who has played professionally 
with the Devils for three seasons, already 
has experience playing for Great Britain 
under-16 and under-18 squads and has 
travelled extensively around Europe to 
represent his country. He combines play¬ 
ing for his team with his work for Devils’ 
sponsor Specsavers on Adare Street. 



Ben Davies 


































~ ©[1300(11© aCKud (^(HGi'aallDQS 






ISION 




w w ^ 49!A:f m iA —^Tf Wnwc^-a/V-^j 


Sm ua TV vk*? tv wvif vtl lignit 997 ^^ sapvim al tm^mm prices 

Ffib Sif ‘ Di Ve III SIT Nff^r^ mlmaiBRz vVamutanoRL 

Ii!sr=:;aiif cs-^^^MnaiiiiMf ^ riHVS I? iami Hutmieff^? 


II!£Ii=3 •!! ■ 

A an «pDr»^ ant^ tio 

i^ CovisMc & Co«ifT«rctal 
•<' Cltcoutia r«f 0«fM 

.' }A Ktir r LWf% 

p' 12 Mo*<h Guarwrla* 

•'' Rn A^rnvKl inalaltofv 


r 

digitated 


Adb^ui !««««••«« 

lAiiS inipmiirf liMKhviArk Ad»*Uls 
C«I4«* and A«.c«a»cr*«»^ 



L 01446 439 306 
01656 349 281 


^ B www.onevisionltd.co.uk 


TGn© h®\rM Slaon 

mm (smm 

^ Digital Aerials 
^ Repairs & Upgrades 
^ Affordable Prices 
^ Reliable Service 
^ GAP Discounts 
^ Free Home Visits 

01446 439 124 
07818 413 451 

www.dangraceaerials.co.uk 



VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 


SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE INSTALLATION £65 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 


TVWALL MOUNTING &TV SET UP &TUNE IN SERVICE 
ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 
Tel. TIM on 07772206399 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
JSiJ COVERING ALL AREAS .“7 



This fantastic 
offer is for a 
limited time only, 
call us today 

Probably Wales’ Number I for: 

* BKnds 

•Shutters 
♦Awnit^ I SOlsr I 
•Canopies bSnciS 


SOLAR 

North Road, Bridgend 
Industrial Estate, Bridgend CF31 3TP 

Tel: 01656 663800 

DAYTONA 

Unit 3F, Palmersvale Business Centre, 
Palmerston Road, Barry 

Tel: 01446 740842 

www.solarsunshades.co.uk 



VALE BLINDSwaiesiud 

SALE NOW ON 


• Vertical Blinds • Roller Blinds 

• Venetian Blinds • Roman Blinds 

• Velux Blinds • Curtain Rails/Poles 

• Repairs & Servicing Undertaken 

• Perfect Fit Blinds • Intu Blinds 




Tel: (01446) 710304 / 07792 733443 


Barry Aerials 


Aerial & Satellite Installations 

TV Aerial & Satellite Dish Installation & Repair 

• Poor Reception Fixed 

• OAP Discounts 

• Additional TV Points 

y" * Diyital Aerial Installations ^ 

• Free Home Visits ' 

■ • Freesat Installations 



LOCAL FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE • ALL AREAS COVERED 

Call us on 01446 439125 


111130(110®^ 

l(SCPwO©^ 


Celtic Professional 
Builders & Plasterers 


' Loft Conversions | 

' Extensions/Renovations I 

' Bricl<worl</Driveways I 

' New Build I 

' Kitchens/Bath rooms | 


Mobile: 07531 062775 
Tel: 01656 711443 


BLIND SALE 

OUR NAME IS OUR GUARANTEE 

STARLI N£ 

AWNINGS & BLINDS 

'NEWSHOWROOMS' UNITS &4 
WESTERN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE CAERPHILLY CF83 1BQ 

vwvw.starline-blmds.co.uk 


TEL: (029) 2086 0631 


MORE BUILDERS NEXT PAGE 



Unit ID, Hepworth 
Park, Coed Cae Lane 
Ind Est, CF72 9DX 

BRIDGEND 
01656 858 143 
CARDIFF 
02921 155009 
LLANTRISANT 
01443 237753 


Roman Blinds 


Vertical Blinds 


bargainblinds_@hotmail.co.uk 
www.bargain I blinds.co.uk 



ital 

Aerials 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 331160 or 
Barry 01446 747875/743267 
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Are you planning Property 
Maintenance for 2012? 

• General Repairs & Building Work 

• Kitchen & Bathroonn Installation 

• Plunnbing ‘Tiling • Carpentry • Guttering 

• Burst pipe cal lout from £40 


No Job 
Too Small! 


Freephone: 0800 612 2806 Mobile: 07927 652 620 
Email: nial@fernpropertydevelopment.com 
www.fernpropertydevelopment.com 



GRABit 


PLANT 
HIRE 
LTD 

318 VALE ENTERPRISE CENTRE, ^ 

HAYES ROAD, SULLY W 

Call01446700535 

or visit our website y 

VYVYW.grabitplanthireltd.co.uk 'C ^ 

For all your groundwork requirements, coll Wendy - 
professional advice and free estimates! 




Point-it-Right Ltd 

Repointing & Building 
Specialist 


All repointing is 
mechanically injected, 
making it quick 
& efficient. 


Free quotes 

07588 391580 
07792 585616 





MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

® 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 
masonwise.builders@hotmail.com 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 


RJ.T 

PLASTERING 
& GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass, Roofs, 

Damp Proofing^ 

Refurbishments. 

Best Prices. 

Free estimates. 

01446 713737 
or 07920 195775 


The GEM 


Glamorgan 

Property Maintenance 

General Property Maintenance & Building Work 
Extensions & Room conversions 
Roofing - Fascias & Guttering 
Kitchen - Bathroom design & installation 
Electrical installation (17th ed Part P engineer) 
Wall & Floor Tiling - Painting, decorating 
Carpentry - Laminate Flooring 

Call 01446 711023 - 07950 004049 

Email: info@gpmaintenance.co.uk 
www.gpmaintenance.co.uk 













































































































Thursday, April 12th, 2012 


www.facebook.com/semnews • www,twitter,com/sem news 


THE GEM - 25 


BARRY & VA1£ DAMP & Tl/IBER TDEATMENr 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 





W 


If its wood 
■ we're 
vervqood! 


r^TEVEAlREYS 

Decorating Services 


01446 420784 • 07970 642537 


I-CORONA-BUILDjI 


PROPERTY RENOVATIONS 

BATHROOMS KITCHENS • CONCRETE WORKTOPS 
AND CABINET SOLUTIONS • NATURAL STONE 
MARBLE VICTORIAN FLOOR 
UNDER FLOOR HEATING • LIME RENDERING 
PLASTERING AND BRICKWORK EXPERT 

Call 01446 774384 or 07894 388610 

www.mcorona.co.uk • Email mcorona@live.co.uk 


CARPENTRY 

Kitchens •Flooring‘Stairs 
Tiling •Maintenance •Patios 
Call Peter 07749 617322 


Fora 

Free 

Quote... 


Internal 
& External 
Painting, 
Decorating. 
Coving. 

Fuily quaiified. 


01446 795520 
07891 768151/ 



STADRE 

DECORATING 
& PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 


• PAINTING AND 
DECORATING 

•QUALITY WORK 

• COMPETITIVE RATES 

• NO JOB TOO SMALL 

• FREE QUOTATIONS 


07791 752532 




HD Computer 
Solutions 


• All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 


GUTTER CLEANING 



DOMESTIC 

CLEANER 

with excellent 
references 
available 

01446 794259 
07974 962519 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 


PAINTING & ^ 
DECORATING 
SERVICES 

Time served, Qualified Professional, 
Fast, Clean and Tidy Worker. 

All Insurance Work Undertaken 

_ r.sT 

www.nhdecorating.co.uk 


01446 772702 or 07505 979078 


i 


P J CLARKE 


Bridgend Domestic 
Appliance Repairs 

Washing Machines, Tumble Dryers, 
Dishwashers, etc. Est 1983 
Most makes repaired 
Machines NOT taken away 
Repaired at your own home 
g Bridgend 659354 $ 07974 120082 


OW6n Electrical 


All Domestic Electrical Work 

• Extra Sockets/Lighting 

• Full/Partial Re-wires 

• Emergency Call outs 

• NICEIC Registered 

• Free Quotations 


07738 618420 
01446 711525 


S-M-Vaughan 

■ 

mIb ems 

■ Approved Contraaa 


ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
ALL ELECTRICAL WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 

1 • Rewires • Sockets • Lights, etc 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 


1st CHOICE 

CLEANING SERVICES 


• Clean/Sanitise Carpets 
and Upholstery 

• Pet Odour/Stain Removal 

• Protective Treatments 

• Leather suite cleaned & fed 
Local, reliable & Professional 

01446 737695 
07930 157952 



Computer Problems? 

WE FIX THEM 

cry«tol-tt' 

01446 731231 

Home Visits 
Computer HELP 





Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken 


• Clean, Tidy & Reliable 

• Insurance Work Undertaken 

• uPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering 

01446 771137 

Cowbridge • Mobile: 07973 628842 

e-mail: cdcl37@hotmaiLcom 


^ ‘Domestic and 
CommerciaC 
^ ‘Erec ‘Estimates 
& Quotations 



STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the co mf ort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 




tdat corner tpu 

lOO’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

TrI: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


John Clissett’s 

PAINTING & DECORATING 

Interior & Exterior 

FOR FREE ESTIMATE 

01446 750625 
07980 691584 


Professional & Affordable 




01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, ly Verion Ind. Estate, Barry 


REPAiR SHOP 

Domestic Appliance Repairs & Spares 
^ Refurbished Appliances On Sale 
Repairs and spares for 

• WASHiNG MACHiNES 

• COOKERS 

• TUMBLE DRYERS 

• FRiDGE/FREEZERS 

• VACUUM CLEANERS 

lyf^l All makes including 

HOTPOiNT-CREDA- 
CANDY-HOOVER- 


Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 

^ ■ 


_ ScKeme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmreffell@hotmail. co. uk 


— ■a >1 

lA- K 

“oTJ 
IT 0| 

Freephone 

:0800 074 33 88 


TELE-ELECTRICAL 
SERVICING 

Specialist repairs in TV, 
Video, DVD & Audio. 

Installations, tuning 
and set-up service. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 


Electrical 

Services 


tAiNG 

Domestic, Commercial, 
Electrical Installations 
Fire Alarms, Design, 
Installation, 
Maintenance 
N.I.C.E.I.C. Approved 
Competitive prices 

Mobile 07980 712777 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 




^ RE%FIT 

CEstablished Familv Btisiness) 


Washing Machines Electric 
Cookers, Tumble Driers, etc 

Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 
Barry 744117 



(Established Family Business) 


Why renew when you can repair! 
Richard 07518 256743 or 01656 842414 
www.refitlocksmiths.co.uk 


MPN Windows, your local Network 
VEKA member Is recommended 
by Steve Davis 


0% FINANCE 


COSYWARM 

HEATING Co. 


Electrical Underfloor, Heating 
Installers & Flooring Specialists 


Free Quotes • “s* 01446 795767 
Paul: 07407 458885 
Karen: 07843158090 


* Septic Tank * 
*Cesspit Emptying * 
TVeatment Plants * 

Floyds is a well 
established service 


07970 809096 
01656 722665 

floyds@homecall.co.uk 

www.sewageand 

drainage.co.uk 



FREE 

VERTICAL BLINDS 

V Offer only with this voucher 


Doors,Windows, Conservatories 
Garage Conversions, 

Repairs & Installations 
Prices YOU can’t afford to miss! 






www.rnpnwindows.com 




MPN Upvc Windows & Doors 

01446 439212«01656 648464*02920 508770 

E-Mail: mpnwindows@aol.com 
Bridgend Showroom: Cardiff Showroom: 

I Oa Ewenny Road, Unit 2, Leckwith Rd, 
Bridgend CF31 3HL Cardiff CF11 8AP 
Free conservatory design service available 


Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC AND Aluminium WINDOW AND Door Repair 
Do you have any of the following problems...? 

Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


Opening hours 9ani to 9pni 7 days a week 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 

8 am - 8 pm (7 days) 


■vfiMfOMf Tee UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 


INSTAW 

ELECTRICyp 

* All electrical work undertaken 

* Testing & Inspection 

* Fault Finding * Installations 

* Maintenance * Repairs 


Limited Offer: 


Fuse Board 


Replacement 


- £349 in VAT 



01446 733773 
07816 091425 


NAm 


(lOSmfciiaGQ ©©^5^^ 


The Maintenance Team 

• Carpentry • Decorating • Electrical • Fencing 

• Gardening • Jet Washing • Masonry • Painting 

• Plastering • Plumbing • Rubbish Removal 

• Tiling • Tree Surgery • Window Cleaning 

NO JOB TOO SMALL!! 

If you need someone who is reliable, professional 
and ean do the work at a sensible priee: 

Call Gareth: 01446 794134 (omce) 
07795 363175 (Mobile) 


IT 01446 774 484 
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Arborwood Tree Care 

IWrif r ! :jrr 

|\4 •II. i_ 
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U r^»« 
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Tell dTtlO 417471 or 01446 79134i 



Stables • Field Shelters • Kennels 
Home Offices • Log Cabins 


Timber Framing • Potting Sheds 
Garages • Show Jumps • Hay Stores 

Tel: 01446 772800 or Mob: 07815 304 156 

www.ashdown-group.com • e-mail: info@ashdown-group.com 


Ucnkultm* 


SALES. acftvtce. oepaois . sp 

LAI4W 4IOII«1IS • moff-oiya • 

SnhMf€P8 4NO OAAOfiN 4CC£8800€8 

tVINTEII SERVICE SFECIALS 
Most maSM servloed Ji 



CowbhtfftCFTITFFr 

Tell 01440 770602 


n 

"]T) GARDEN & 
LANDSCAPING 
_L SERVICES 


1 ’ 9« 

s'' 

WWW, 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Call Nick on 01446 710736 
or 07790 166480 

Fully insured, excellent references 
and portfolio available 

.gardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk 


Home & Garden Care 
Barry & The Vale 

Handyman Service 

All garden maintenance: 
Grass Cutting 
Fencing Repairs 
Low Maintenance 
Garden Conversions. 
No job too small, free quotes, 
friendly adviee. Great Prices 

Andy Betts 
Tel 07980 063087 
01446 420059 


Free estimates, fully insured. 
• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 
Call Paul on 01446 

736525 or 07815 319427 
WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


Bhidce cTS 

Vale V 

Tree Sbiwos* 

Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 

FELLING, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 
HEDGE CUTTING 
& EENCING AVAILABLE 
HIGHLY QUALIEIED/INSURED 
SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 



< ^Gf‘a(si(§^ 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 


JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
& Tiling 


01446 


794266 


[Mh]Oy][£)tlCfQg] 





Heating & 

Plumbing 

Installation 


COMBINATION BOILER & 
LPG SPECIALIST 
Static Homes - Caravans 
Landlord/Gas Safety Certificates 
Competitive Prices 
Reiiabie Service 


01446 796263 or 07814 394378 

www.gaspservices.co.uk 
gaspservices@yahoo.co.uk 302870 




S.M.Vaughan 

MMERCI; 


HEAtING & PLUMBING - DOMEStIC & COMMERCIAL 

• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Fires Servicing • LPG Specialists 

• Static Homes/Caravans/Boats 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, ly Verlon Ind. Estate, Barry 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 

Bathrooms, showers, radiators, 
outside taps, washers, power 
flush and any plumbing jobs. 

07526 125982 or 01446 753503 

No Job too small. Free quotes. Fully insured^ 


J P EOWAJLOS 

Ri^unaaiMQ A 


Bathroom Suites • Combi Boilers 
Tiling • Servicing • Breakdowns 
Taps & Washers • Radiators 


014^790127 07719 0OSS20 


All Plumbing 
Services 

• Boiler Installation 

• Radiators 

• Central Heating 
Systems etc 

From a blockage 
to a bathroom suite 
07891 984965 
, 01446 420304 


CELTIC 
PLUMBING IC 
& HEATING 


All aspects of 
plumbing and heating 
work undertaken 


07973 785339 ^ 
07956 887536 = 


DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs • Installation 
Tiling • Electrical 
07876 506982 
01446 740176 53440 


EKVIGE 

ationy] 


B.R.H. 


Oil, Gas & LPG Heating Repairs 
Oil Tank Repairs, 24 hour Service 
WMT Log Burners, Solid Fuel, ^p||, 
HOW Chimney Lining Specialist 
OFTEC & Gas Safe Registered 

01446 461994 or 01656 657438 
Call Mobile 07768 367298 


Q f ]5l Plumbing &Heatmg 

H ^ H Geoff Maunder, 

H H H Covering the Vale 

I W 07815 097994 24 hrs, or 01446 735681 
" COMBINATION BOILER SPECIALIST 
I Annual Boiler Service only £40 
I Central Heating Installations 
I Boiler Breakdowns • Cookers 
Bathroom Suites • Showers 
All Work Guaranteed 301616 


0 


JXPfumbind 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

w 

0%444«1}f71 
. OTff m nm 


limi’lasterinq I Cowbridge & Vale 

W/IServices I PLASTERERS 


All aspects of plastering, 
also building and 
maintenance work 
undertaken. 

Call now for free quote. 

Tel. 07915 390029 


Blocked Drains? 

Emergency Drain Cleaning 
and Repair Service 

Local family business 

C^FAST^^CgELIABlX^C!^^^^ 

If you suspect you have a problem, 
call us for free advice 

• Sceptic tank maintenance 

and installation ^ ' 

• CCTV surveys 01446 

• Blockages cleared r-tznnao 

• Dram repairs OOUUwO 



RVE STAR ROOFING & BUILDING 


iling • I 

Single Ply, Felt and Fibreglass systems 
• Natural slate specialist 
• Chimney stacks rebuilt and removed 
• Leaa work • Loft Conversions 
• Insurance work • 24 hour call out 


CALL STEVE PHILPOT on 01443 842779, 
07798 637119 or 02920 621619 
bethanphilpot1@btinternet.com 


JMC Rymn A Son 

liooWng yanfPBi 








Q 
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)W Bathrooms 


Plumbing • Tiling 
Plastering • Wet Rooms 
Free estimates 
No job too small 


01446 745952 
07852 673413 


01446 404838 


Silvey Roofing 

• New Roofs/Repairs 
• UPVC Guttering & Fascias 
All new roofs covered by a 10 year 
insurance backed guarantee 
FREE ESTIMATES 
www .silve vroofinq.co.uk 


01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 




Nice Man, Cheap Van 

(Luton Van with Tail Lift) - Best Prices 



Tel: 01446 794279 or 02920 450118 
Mobile: 07570 931487 
WWW. discountvanman. co.uk 


PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 


GUY FORD 

Quality Plastering 
Service 

No job too small 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 





ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 
Free estimates 

24 hour emergency call out. 


ARDENT 

TELEPHONE 

WIRING 

Local Telephone and 
Broadband Engineer. 
Extensions and Faults. 
Internet 

connection issues. 

Tel 07787 380972 


ardent.wiring@hotmail.co.uk 




INST. 

SKIP HIRE LT 



Mini, Midi & Large Builders Skips 
Delivered and Collected 

Discount ONLY on 
t ^ Hardcore Skips 

♦ WASTE COLLECTIONS ^ 
ALSO AVAILABLE 



Tipper Hire & Digger Hire 
also available 

We Can Help! 

Unit I2F, Atlantic Trading Estate 
Barry CF63 3RF 

Tel. 01446 421072 

Email mstallskiphireltd@hotmail.co.uk 

OHS 


Your local Skip Co. 
Possibly the cheapest 
Skips in South Wales 


Open: Mon-Fr 
7am - 6pm 


REMOVE., 


E^RECYCLI 


Saturday 
Sam -1 pm 


YCLE RE-USE 

Id 


Abacus Hire 

Your local skip hire company 
£10 off second skip if both ordered 
within same calendar month 


Mixed Waste 

2 yard £79 
4 yard £105 
5.5 yard £115 
8 yard £155 
16 yard £200 
16 yard (wood only) 

Clean Wood 


£65 
£90 
£105 
£140 

1030 4549 

£160 

gate fees 0 ton 



Commercial & Demolition Wood £18 per ton 
Deliveries to site must have waste carrier licence. 
Prices not inc. of VAT or permit, if required. 
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Driving School Ltd 

• Lessons from £10.99 • Instructor training 

• Learn from 14 years of age 

• One week crash courses including test 

• Automatic Vehicles now available 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 






^ UandowNotals 


LICENSED FACILITY; ■ 
STILL OPEN FOR BUSINESS | 


Enquiries 01446 792669 or 07966171840 


LANEWISE DRIVING SCHOOL 


First 3 hours from £30 
First 10 hours from £120 

FOR TOTAL BEGINNERS 


01446 719555/07798 501267 


113030]^ 


All MoT 
Failures and 
No Tax 

£100 to 

£1,000 

Collect (any distance). 

02920 593732 
07415 851192 


SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

Up to £150 paid on 
collection, for scrap, MOT 
failures, and tax expired 
vehicles. Also body shells 
and scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

Tel: 029 2059 7887 
07971 648596 


Established oy^r 23years ^ 

<fUestylc 

^ ^ Martyn Hacker 

SPECIALIST WALL AND FLOOR CERAMIC 
AND NATURAL STONE TILING 
PROFESSIONAL, RELIABLE SERVICE 

n 07816 668076 or 01446 792676 1—11 

_ martynhackerOS@hotmaiI.co.uk V _J | 


A ^ I 

■«3 I. _ I 


Avoid the cell- 

USE A&L! 


Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists^ 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom instaUation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk 



sS 
\ 


Tf[!aG®cps 


TUITION 


Qualified & experienced 
teacher offering tuition of 
English, French and Spanish 
to both children and adults 
(beginners up to A-Level). 

Tel: 01446 420035 
or 07814 257641 


Science, 

Tuition & Support 

offered by 
Professional, 
Experienced Tutor. 

0700 800 5050 

or 

dysgu@live.co.uk 


We buy any; 

Car, Van, Lorry, Bus, Scrap Metal etc 

UP TO £20,000 CASH PAID 

We will beat any price locally for: Copper, 
Lead. Brass, Aluminium, Stainless Steel, 
Household Wire, Armour Cable, etc. 

We collect: 
insurance or 3rd party 
writeoffs • Car Shells 
Engines & Gearboxes 

Call US today on 

01446 701707 

(24 Hours) 


ONLY 
licensed 
company 
Registered with 
theDVLAand 
Environmental 
Agency in 
. Barry 



SBS SALVAGE Ltd 

BEST CfiSH PRICES 

FOR UNWfiNTED SCRfiP 
£1 to £100,000 

Cars, Vans, Heavy Iron, Engines, 
Copper, Brass, Lead, Aluminium, etc ... 

All vehicles are disposed of In a correct and legal manner. 

07772 054534 or 01446 421034 


DH Solutions-Cash For Scrap 


ALL VEHICLES BOUGHT FROM 
YOUR HOME OR WORKPLACE, 
FLEXIBLE COLLECTION TIMES. 


Static 

Caravan 

In good condition, 
suitable for self build or 
extra accomodation, 
brand new water heater 

£2,000 ono 
01656 740652 
07775 591094 


2002 

ROVER 75 

Connoisseur SE Auto 

Black, petrol, 97,500 miles, 
exc. condition throughout, 
regularly serviced. 

£850 ono 
01446 772299 or 
07941 87498115/16 


Deatlline for Motor Cars is 12 noon on Tuesday 


£170 mirtimum 
up to £/20y 000 


Cas h on collec tion 

All vehicle quotes on a complete vehicle 
basis with factory components. 


£100 JVlINIJVlUJyi 

any vehicles pre-1993/L Reg 


Batteries & Catalytic Converters Bought 
No wheels? No problem! Open 24 hours 

vvww.dhsolutionscash4scrap.co.uk 


08453 047117/07785 943145 


JSi 


LOST 

Clos Ogney, Llantwit Major 

Male Cat 

Predominantly white 
with ginger tail. 
Missing since 1st April. 

01446 795414 


BUYING A 
NEW CAR? 

Advertise your 
old one with us 

Telephone 

Gareth 

01446 
774484 


Found 

Nant Talwg Way, Barry 

Tabby Kitten 

Approx 6 months 
old, diamante collar 
with bell. 

01446 410170 




SELL YOUR 
HOUSE FAST 
FOR CASH! 

For a confidential chat 
about your options 
call Sandy now on 

01446439196 


LADBROOKE^ 

Beryl Patricia 

Peacefully passed away on Wednesday, April 4th, 
2012 Beryl of The Parc, Ewenny, Bridgend. Devoted 
wife of the late Glyn. Much loved mother of Felicity, 
Angela, Primrose, Penny and Louise. Adored granny 
to her seven grandchildren. 

Funeral Service on Friday, April 13th at St Mary’s Church, 
Nolton, Bridgend at 12.30pm followed by cremation at 
Coychurch Crematorium at 1.45pm. 

Family flowers only; donations in lieu if desired may be made 
to Y Bwthyn Newydd, Princess of Wales Hospital, Bridgend c/o 
Mel & Ron Watkins Funeral Services, Graigwen, 12 Pentwyn 
Road, Pencoed, CF35 6SB, telephone 01656 860545/email: 
contact@melandronwatkinsfuneralservices.co.uk. 


CLOSE 

(nee Hewitt) Mary Maureen 

Peacefully on 1st April, at Llandough Hospital with 
all her family gathered around after a short illness 
Mary Maureen aged 80 years of Barry. Dearly loved 
wife of Arnold, mother to Michael, David and 
Jacqueline, grandmother and great-grandmother. 

Resting at A.G. Adams & Son Funeral Home, Gladstone 
Road, Barry until the service in the chapel on Wednesday, 
18th April 2012 at 2.00pm followed by a committal service in 
the Cardiff and Glamorgan Crematorium, Port Road East, 
Barry at 3.00pm. 

Family flowers only please, donations in lieu of flowers to the 
Alzheimers Society via A.G. Adams & Son Funeral Directors. 


Elizabeth Thomas 

(Liz - District Nurse) 

would like to thank everyone 
who helped organise and attend 
her retirement party on 
31st March, 2012. 

Special thanks to aU GPs and staff 
at Eryl Surgery the 'A team of 
district nurses in Llantwit Major and 
Cowbridge, who are a credit to the 
nursing profession; and to Maria for 
the superb buffet. 

Thanks for all cards, flowers and gifts, 
which I will treasure. 


Best wishes to all 
patients and their 
families who I have 
been so privileged to 
care for in the 
past 20 years. 

God bless you all. 



TAYLOR 

Gayle Elizabeth 

Suddenly on April 1st at Princess of Wales 
Hospital, Bridgend, Gayle of St Athan. 
Beloved wife of Peter, dearly loved mother of 
Tom and David, will be sadly missed by all 
her family and friends. Resting at the Private 
Funeral Home of W James & Sons, Fonmon. 
Funeral Monday, April l6th, service and cremation 
12 noon at The V^e of Glamorgan Crematorium, 
Barry. Flowers may be sent to the Funeral Home. 



ABIGAIL • ABIGAIL 


Jimmy Parsons of Llantwit Major 

Thomas James Parsons, Jnr. 

Beloved son of Iris and Jimmy Parsons, Snr. 
Beloved father of Donna and Katie Ford. 
Died suddenly, Saturday, April 7th. 
Please contact W James of Fonmon 
for further details. 01446 710096 


\ Happy 9th Birthday 

§ ABIGAIL 
d BAKER 

o on 

% 15th April 

j Have a 

§ wonderful day. 

3 Lots of Love, 

^ Hugs and Kisses, 
d Mum, Dad, Joe 
o and all the family. 

/ ABIGAIL • ABIGAIL • ABIGAIL 
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W A Brown Sori 


FunaiAl DitAClors 




01446 792 489 V 


^Srk ^^dependent 
^aneral ^^rectors 

* Local 24 hr dedicated 
phone line. 

* Service chapel to seat 
50 or 250 available. 

CaU us on 01446 421212 

www.parkfimerals.co.iik 

7 Tynewydd Rd, Barry, CF62 8HB a 


INDEPENDENT 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OE REST 
PRE-PAID EUNERAL PLAN AVAILABLE 

54 MAIN STREET, CADOXTON 

Telephone 01446 420520 


ADVERTISE HERE £12 

inc. VAT - box for 2 weeks. 
To take advantage of this 
offer simply either send in 
your description along with 
a cheque for the 
appropriate amount made 
payable to The Glamorgan 
GEM’ at The GEM, Graig 
House, 53 Eastgate, 
Cowbridge CF71 7EL or 
telephone us with your 
wording by 12 noon 
Tuesday. All major credit 
cards accepted. Tel 01446 
774484. Advert must 
contain a residential land 
line telephone number. You 
may alter your advert as 
items are sold. Sorry no 
refunds are given. 


Tri Wheel 
Walker 

Three wheeled walking 
aid with brakes and 
shopping bag. 

Used. 

Good condition. 

£30 ono 
01446 772330 

Buyer collects. 
Cowbridge area, is/ie 


2 green canvas 
folding chairs 

with leg rests plus carry 
cases - £10 each 

Tiffany table lamp 

£15 

Small wrought 
iron garden table 

with wood top 

£7.50 

Tel: 01446 794822 


Mobility Scooter 

Pride Go Go Elite 
Traveller 

Condition as new, used 
once. Can be 
disassembled into 4 
pieces. New batteries. 

£450 

Will deliver around Llan Maj. 

01446 792095 . 


Pool Table 

6x3, Argos manhattan. 
Good condition, heavy. 

£80 

01446 792628 

(Evenings) 


Contents of 
Hair Salon 
For Sale 

including stock, chairs, 
tumble dryer, towels, etc. 
owner retiring due to 
ill health 

01446 745298 
or 735574 ,, 


Stroller 

Trolley 

4 wheels, seat, back rest, 
basket, brakes, folds 
away, 6 months old. 

£50 

01446 792095 


(j> p 

01446 774 484 
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THERE'S MORE 
TO A TOYOTA 


TOYOTA 


AUI/AVSA 
BETTER UJAV 



Introducing the Yaiis TR 






Roar>vi9Uj canK?ra 
Bluetooth* connecttvity 
lS*altovu/%eels 
Air corxhttOTMnq 


£169 

per month 


To aiTeinge a t«5t driv^ contact us on the details bekAH. 

Toyota World Bridgend 

Tondu Road, Bridgend. Mid Glamorgan CF314LH 

Tel: 01656 858334 www.toyotawor1clbndgend.toyota.co.uk 


NodMifKwvliViiiBlR lAp«i 

H)>UMa5yiar%ic » MlBwmFCn^w4e»0-3(Wt*pa1.*N|y^t !>■<»» 

rwyBUCjKfwnt» >l ipy< »» N Hfygf ^yvMnillllDr^ ww/Mtanr 


vad^ TR 1.0 WVTH 3 dooi nymiaA orrwial Ri«l C o iK ^e t lon Figures In mpg (l/lOOkM); Urtan 4B.7 (5.BK Fxtva Urtun 65.7 <4.3X CMMMned 58.9 (4a>. COi^ EmHdoni 1 ItgTkni 






Thursday, April 12th, 2012 


www,facebook.com/semnews • www,twitter,com/sem news 


THE GEM - 29 


Club says farewell 
to Sensei Richard 


BARRY Kyokushin 
Karate Club has been run 
and managed by Sensei 
Richard Males for over 
three decades. 

Now, due to an accumulation 
of health issues and with great 
sadness, Sensei Richard has 
retired as chief instructor of the 
Barry club, giving rise to Senpai 
Phill Sedgmond, one of Sensei 
Richard’s longest-serving stu¬ 
dents. 

Sensei Richard said: “I have 
had a rollercoaster ride with 
Barry Kyokushin, seeing the 
great achievements by its mem¬ 
bers and delivering the message 
and spirit of Kyokushin Karate. 

“I wish Senpai Phill the best 
of luck and I know that he will 
take Barry Kyokushin on to 
greater things.” 


Over the past 34 years Sensei 
Richard has represented Wales 
seven times both nationally and 
internationally in full contact 
tournaments. 

In his younger days. Sensei 
Richard achieved second place 
twice in the Welsh Open full 
Contact Championships and 
took part in four waterfall train¬ 
ing camps. 

Sensei Richard and his club 
have raised over £7,000 for local 
charities. 

Senpai Phill commented: 
“I’m really looking forward to 
taking on the Barry club. Filling 
the shoes of Sensei Richard is a 
mammoth task, but I have 
trained under Sensei Richard for 
over 15 years and I understand 
everything that he was trying to 
do.” PS 



ABOVE: Sensei Richard 
with Senpai Phill. 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 

Local garage makes top 100! 


HOUSANDS of 
motorists voted in 
Havoline’s ‘Garage 
of the Year’ competition 
and, from an entry field of 
around 7,000 garages, 
Bayside Garage on 
Dumballs Road, Cardiff, 
has been voted in the top 
100 . 

Andrew Littlejohn of Bayside 
Garage was proud the company 
had been named as one of the 
UK’s most trusted garages. 

“This is fantastic news for us 
because it is recognition by the 


people that matter most - our 
customers. 

“Motorists across the UK 
would be well-advised to look at 
the Garage of the Year results and 
use the online Motor Codes 
garage finder to seek out garages 
that provide a first-rate customer 
service.” 

Chris Mason, the managing 
director at Motor Codes, said: 
“We want people to be able to 
choose where to trust their car 
with confidence and what better 
way to make people aware of 
consistently good businesses than 
letting customers shout about the 
good guys?” 


Motor Codes has subscribers 
across the whole of the UK, rang¬ 
ing from small independent work¬ 
shops to the largest main dealers, 
and consumers are able to search 
from almost 7,000 Motor Codes 
garages using an online garage 
finder at: www.motorcodes.co.uk. 

Thousands have voted in the 
campaign to highlight those car 
service centres that provide 
dependable service and the short¬ 
lists can be found online at: 
www.garageoftheyear. co. uk, 
where customers of the top 100 
can continue voting to help select 
the regional winners. Voting clos¬ 
es on April 22. 



Bayside Garage Ltd 

Servicing & Repairs on all makes of Cars, Vans & 4x4s. 
Petrol & Diesel MOTs. Engine Management System 
Diagnostics. Engine Warning Lights Re-set. Clutches, 
Brakes, Timing Belt Replacement, Shockers & Tyres. 



Collection and 
Delivery from most 
areas in the Vale 



'Ll 





22 Dumballs Road 
Cardiff CF105FE 
Tel; 02920 491346 
Email: baysidegarage@hotmail.co.uk 


www.baysidegarageltd.co.uk 


BADMINTON JOY 
FOR STANWELL! 


A team of girls from 
Stanwell School in 
Penarth is celebrat¬ 
ing after winning a 
national badminton 
competition organ¬ 
ised in partnership 
by the innovative 
5x60 scheme and 
Badminton Wales. 

After storming their 
way through county and 
regional rounds of the 
competition, the girls 
took on schools from 
across Wales in a series 
of singles and doubles 
matches in Newtown, 
with the team of four - 
Megan Lim, Grace 
Samuel, Sophie 

Eggerstrom and Tatum 
Nurse - emerging victo¬ 
rious. 

It was nearly a double 
success for the Vale, as a 
team from Cowbridge 
Comprehensive School 
were narrowly defeated 



into the runners-up spot 14 scoreline against run by the 5x60 scheme, 
in the boys’competition. Ysgol Friars from For further details 
The team - Sam Bangor. about the 5x60 scheme in 

Stewart, Matthew The competition fea- the Vale of Glamorgan 
Reynolds, Josh Evans tured year-7 and 8 pupils pl^ctse go online to the 
and Finn Murphy - all whose talents were following website at: 
played superbly well and unearthed during www.valeofglamorgan.g 

lost their final deciding iu„ehtime and after- ov.uk/5x60. 
match by a dramatic 15- 


Barry Seconds are well 
beaten by Pontyclun 


BARRY Seconds 
looked to put their 
recent disappoint¬ 
ing string of results 
behind them with a 
tough away trip to 
Pontyclun on a cold 
spring afternoon. 

The opening omens 
were not good, as Joel 
Williams went off with a 
blood injury almost sec¬ 
onds into the contest, 
with Chow his temporary 
replacement. 

Fortunately, Williams 
was able to carry on at 
his new position of fly- 
half, as he answered his 
critics by moving the ball 
out to his centres quickly. 

With one such move 
Ethan Dix, himself 
another late call-up, 
broke the Pontyclun line 
with a strong run. 

The ball was quickly 
recycled to Adam Lee, 
who ran a good line from 
full-back, and he ground¬ 
ed between the posts for 
the first score. He was, 
however, unsuccessful 
with the conversion. 

The Barry scrum was 
proving dominant, as the 
power of Lundy, 
Bowditch and Els worth 
proved too much for the 
home side. 

An infringement at the 
set piece by Pontyclun 
gave Lee a penalty 
opportunity to extend the 
lead, which he duly 
accepted. 

Against the run of 
play, however, the home 
side got back into the 
game with a converted 
try, taking advantage of 
Lee Jones’ time in the 
blood bin to make the 
score 7-8. 

Barry came back 
strongly, with Lee’s boot 
giving them territory at 
every opportunity. The 
debutants Scott and 
Vidal were destructive at 
the breakdown, emerging 
frequently with turnover 
ball which the backs then 
utilised. 

There was also a 
marked improvement in 
the ball-carrying depart¬ 


ment, with the heavy for¬ 
wards punching holes 
frequently in the home 
defence. 

Notable mentions go 
to Elsworth, Rolfe, and 
particularly Vidal. There 
was also more cohesion 
with the back division, 
with Dix and Tom Poole 
especially effective. 

Lee further extended 
the Barry lead with 
another well-struck 

penalty, before the away 
side’s late flurry in the 
half saw them stopped 
short of the line again, 
this time via McCann, 
whilst Lee pulled another 
attempt at three points 
wide. 

With the elements 
against them in the sec¬ 
ond half, it was a very 


The Vale District 
welcomed Eryri 
Schools District to 
their home ground 
to compete in the 
semi-Bnal of the DC 
Thomas Cup. 

The Vale started well, 
receiving from the kick¬ 
off and driving down the 
centre of the field with 
some excellent work 
from Tom Jac, Ruben 
Williams, Jac Liitle and 
Ben Jones. 

This was the pattern 
for the first 10 minutes 
then Eryri broke into the 
home side’s half with an 
interception, and it was 
their turn to show their 
handling skills. 

Cai Lloyd at hooker 
had one of his best 
games for the Vale, win¬ 
ning several scrums 
against the head and with 
quick ball from scrum 
half loan William and fly 
half Evan Thomas 
Aaron Arthur was set 
free, terrorising the visi¬ 
tors’ defensive line. 

After almost 20 min¬ 
utes Aaron Arthur passed 
his opposite centre to 
off-load to Mikey 


different story for the 
away side. Pontyclun 
brought on replacements 
who made impact, espe¬ 
cially with the momen¬ 
tum behind them. 

They managed to gain 
the upper hand in the 
tight, despite the best 
efforts of Jones, Vidal, 
Hitchcock and invariably 
Scott, who seemed 
everywhere. 

With constant pressure 
applied to the Barry line, 
the home side finally 
scored to go into the 
lead. 

Pontyclun further 
increased their advantage 
when Barry were briefly 
down to 14 men as Scott 
received treatment, and 
with that the away side 
found themselves two 


Bosley, who copied the 
skill to pass the cover 
defence to open the scor¬ 
ing. 

In the second half the 
Vale were throwing 
everything into attack. 
The away rule meant a 
draw sent Eryri through 
to the final at the 
Millennium Stadium. 

With just eight min¬ 
utes to go Mikey Bosley 
rushed up on an Eryri 
attacking move to unset¬ 
tle the attacker and take 
the ball from him, spin¬ 
ning out of the challenge 
he straightened up, cut 
back inside and ran in the 
length of the half to put 
the ball under the post. 

12-0 ahead the Vale 
settled and started to take 
full control of the game, 
attacking constantly 
within the visitors’ 22. 

In desperation Eryri 
had no option but to kick 
out of defence. Barney 
Langdon had dropped 
back to pick up the ball 
and he quickly broke 
around the chasing group 
to out pace them and 
squeeze in to the comer. 

A fantastic win with a 
great performance from 
the whole team, but spe- 


scores down. 

In a desperate attempt 
the green-and-whites 
pushed forward, but all 
too often the wrong 
option was taken and the 
chance was gone. 

Instead, the home side 
had the last try to give 
the scoreline an unbal¬ 
anced 26-11 look at the 
final whistle. 

Team: Lee; Poole, 
Dix, Hewitson, Evans; 
McCann, Williams; 
Lundy, Bowditch, 

Elsworth; Vidal, Tobin; 
Jones, Scott, Rolfe (c). 
Subs used: Houldey, 
Hitchcock, Chow. 

Man-of-the-match: 
Scott. 


cial mention must go to 
Cai Lloyd, Aaron Arthur, 
Iwan Hadfeild, Barney 
Langdon and man-of- 
the-match Mikey Bosley. 

Congratulations to the 
coaches Mr Motram and 
Mr Golding for what 
must be a fantastic 
reward for all their hard 
work throughout the sea¬ 
son. 

A well-deserved win 
by the Vale pits them 
against Pontypool under- 
11s in the final to be 
held as the curtain raiser 
at the Millennium 
Stadium on Swalec Cup 
Final day. 

Vale of Glamorgan 
Squad 2011-2012: Mikey 
Bosley, Ben Jones, Owen 
Darlucia, Barty Jones- 
Norton, Lewis Hawk, 
Lewis Bumford, Daniel 
Hicks, Jack Dixon, Ellis 
Smit,Ewan Griffiths, 
Ruben Williams, Luke 
Connor, Ben Batten, 
Louis Harris, Cai Lloyd, 
Iwan Hadfield, Evan 
Thomas, James Rees, 
Thomas Jac, Barney 
Langdon, Joseph Jones, 
loan Williams, Jamie 
Howells, Jac Little, Wil 
Parsons, Aaron Arthur. 

MB 


VALE WIN THROUGH 
TO ‘THOMAS’ FINAL 
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The Bombettes 
blown away 
by the Ravens 


THE long-awaited 
return local derby 
between Barry 
ladies and the 
Ravens took place 
at Barry Boys 
school, Ravens’ 
home pitch, in front 
of a large crowd. 

Both teams showed 
great resolve and tore 
into each other. The 
Bombettes had the best 
of the opening moments, 
with No9 Bannister link¬ 
ing well with her for¬ 
wards and backs. 

However, when No 10 
K Jones cleared her 22 
with a well-placed kick, 
the ball bounced the 
wrong way, up into the 
grateful hands of the 
Ravens full back. She 
showed her lightning 
pace and rounded the 
desperate Barry defence 
to score, which she duly 
converted. 

Barry’s players 
responded well and 
drove deep into the 
Ravens’ half, with 
Richards and Cahill car¬ 
rying the ball strongly. It 
looked odds on for a 
Barry score until the ball 
was knocked forward. 
Ravens cleared their 
lines and started exert¬ 
ing pressure and from a 


quick tap penalty they 
scored their second try. 

Debut winger Dixon 
had to be replaced early 
on by Waller, and the 
new girl relished using 
her pace in attack and 
defence alike. 

The Ravens scored 
again in the first half 
against the run of play 
which was converted. 
Barry continued to play 
rugby and Bannister 
made a lovely line break 
and sprinted into the 
Ravens half, only to 
knock on as she tried to 
pass the ball. 

Barry started the sec¬ 
ond half with expecta¬ 
tion of a fight back but 
Ravens scored early on, 
which virtually killed 
the game off. 

Barry showed great 
resolve and continued 
battling, with K Jones, 
Richards and Waller cut¬ 
ting holes in the Ravens 
defence. 

In the heat the whole 
bench were used after 
No 15 Hill picked up a 
wrist injury and Gamer- 
Joel a 'stinger' shoulder 
injury. 

Eidmans Ford made 
her comeback, replacing 
Morgan, with Northcott 
going into the second 
row. B Jones came on to 


the left wing but could 
do nothing to stop the 
sniping Ravens No9 
scoring, and other 
Ravens tries came and 
went. 

The management 
would like to congratu¬ 
late all our players, sev¬ 
eral of whom were play¬ 
ing in un-accustomed 
positions, for battling to 
the end. 

Not one head went 
down, which shows the 
resolve this team has. 
Special mention must go 
to prop Richards for her 
numerous carries and J 
Jones playing on the 
flank. 

Barry’s woman of the 
match was Richards and 
Seaview chose K Jones 

Team: Hill, Nation, 
Yapp, Williams, K Jones, 
Dixon, Bannister, Bojfy 
(C), Garner-Joel, J 
Jones, Cahill, Morgan, 
Richards, Philips, 
Horne, Northcott, 
Waller, B Jones and 
Eidmans Ford. 

AM 


Stags warm up 
for new season 


Try tennis at 
club’s open day 


Barry Tennis Club 
is looking to follow 
up its most success¬ 
ful season ever with 
a call for women 
players to join its 
teams and for 
everyone to have a 
go at tennis. 

The club is marking 
the start of a new season 
with an Open Day on 
Saturday April 21 from 
1.30pm where everyone 
is welcome to try out the 
club’s facilities. 

There will be special 
‘Rusty Rackets’ sessions 
from 6.30pm on the 
evenings of Tuesday 
April 24, Wednesday 
April 25, Tuesday May 1 
and Wednesday May 2. 

Monday and Thursday 
evenings are scheduled 
during the spring and 
summer for social ten¬ 
nis, where all members 
enjoy mixing in to play 
with different partners. 

Veterans tennis is also 
organized for mid-week 
mornings throughout the 
summer. 

The coaching pro¬ 
gramme is suitable for 
all abilities and features 
both classes and individ¬ 
ual coaching by a pro¬ 
fessional coach to help 
improve your game. 

As part of its commit¬ 
ment to encouraging 


new, young talent, Barry 
Tennis Club is offering 
on Sunday mornings a 
range of coaching pro¬ 
grammes for young 
players. 

Last year Barry 
Tennis Club enjoyed one 
of its most successful 
seasons ever with its 
Men’s team picking up 
the national title and 
other teams winning 
regional prizes, as well 
as nurturing some of 
Wales’ top young talent, 
and more people coming 
along to have a go at 
tennis. 

For further details 
about Barry Tennis Club 
please call 07836 
758954 or e mail: 
Huddn@live.co.uk or 
visit the Club’s web site 
at 

www.barry tennis .CO .uk. 

Commenting on the 
new season launch, club 
chairman Harry Emery 
said: “We are aiming to 
build upon last year’s 
success. We welcome 
new members - the 
good, the bad, and the 
rusty - as we are com¬ 
mitted to enabling all 
ages and levels to play, 
enjoy and improve their 
game. We would wel¬ 
come more women play¬ 
ers to come along and 
join our teams.” 

AG 


Welsh Petanque 
competition makes 
for a thrilling day 


A BARRY 

ATHLETIC XI, 
captained by Simon 
Phillips, romped 
home to a six-wick- 
et home win over 
the ‘Growlers’ of 
Pentwyn at the 
Barry Oval. 

The match was domi¬ 
nated by Steve Provis, 
who fought the injury 
barrier to score a fantas¬ 
tic 102 not out in just 68 
balls to see the Stags 
home. 

After winning the toss 
and choosing to bowl 
first, the Stags looked in 
fine touch. Steve Jones 
and Dafydd Frost both 
staked their claims for 
regular selection with a 
fine combination of 
swing and seam bowl¬ 
ing, taking wickets for 
fun to leave the visitors 
struggling on 36^ from 
11 overs. 

The Stags fought well 
up to the drinks break, 
until the Growlers came 
out fighting. Owen and 
Rosser both showed a 
fine bit of aggressive 
batting and with a hint of 
luck in places, managed 
to help the visitors up to 
159 all out. 

The potential headline 


could have been taken 
by Gavin White, had he 
not been bowled early on 
by Harris for 14. 

White had joined the 
Stags from Pentwyn 
back in June 2011, and 
this could have been the 
perfect response to the 
travelling fans’ jeers. 

The visitors’ tails 
were up after that wicket 
and in addition to the 
wicket of the ever-dan- 
gerous Rhett Jones, the 
Growlers were on course 
to claim an unlikely vic¬ 
tory. 

However, these hopes 
were diminished after a 
fine partnership of 94 
between Ian Gadd and 
Steve Provis. Both bats¬ 
men looked in fine form 
and after a much-needed 
bat change, Provis 
secured the win after 
retiring on 102 runs; a 
fine effort from the Stag 
which was greeted by a 
standing ovation as he 
walked back to the pavil¬ 
ion. 

It was only a matter of 
time until the win was in 
the bag and a fine drive 
down the ground from 
Gadd secured it, with 
over 15 overs left of the 
innings. 


ASHLEY BAKER 


Calling all club officials! 
We welcome your sports 
reports, news and items of 
interest - email us at 
gemeditorial@tindlenews.co.uk 


The petanque sea¬ 
son opened on 
March 25 with 
clubs in the Welsh 
Petanque 
Association taking 
part in qualifiers 
for the very first 
European 
Championship for 
veterans (55+). 

The competition was 
held at Wenvoe PC, on 
a very warm and sunny 
Sunday. 12 mixed 
teams competed from 
Cardiff, Penarth, 

Llantrisant, 
Monmouth, Wenvoe, 
Caerleon and 


Llanhennock in Gwent. 

Teams were divided 
into three pools to play 
in the morning to gain a 
place in the main and 
plate competitions. 

The semi-finals of 
the plate competition 
saw “Young Wenvoe” 
beating the “Young 
Ones” from Penarth 
PC 13-12; Penarth 
fought back with their 
team “Alf and Alf’ 
beating “Monkstone 
Mix” from Monkstone 
PC in Cardiff 13-6; and 
the play-off between 
“Alf and Alf’ (Roger 
Martin, David Rapley 
and Colin Scott) and 
“Young Wenvoe” (Mike 


Taster sessions 
at golf club 


SOUTHERN- 
DOWN Golf Club 
is organising free 
taster sessions 
aimed at female 
golfers. 

The sessions will be 
on April 24 and April 
28 at Southerndown, 
and the club profes¬ 
sional, John Peters, 
will be on hand to 
introduce beginners 
to the game. 

To coincide with 
this, the club has 
started a ‘beginner 
golfing scheme’ - 
designed to let people 
see whether the game 
appeals to them. 


A club spokesman 
said: “Our adult male 
membership list is 
actually full at the 
moment, but for 
women and younger 
members we do still 
have vacancies. 

The club is proud 
of its panoramic 
views across south 
Wales, and is set on a 
rare limestone heath 
which drains quickly 
and is dry underfoot 
- playable for golf all 
the year round. 

For more details, 
contact John on 01656 
881112 - or visit: 
WWW. southerndown 
golfclub.com. 


Coleman, Roger Bryce 
and Tony Jellings) saw 
“Young Wenvoe” take 
the title with a 13-11 
win. 

The teams getting to 
the semi-finals of the 
main competition were 
the “Barnstone 

Juniors” from 

Llantrisant, who beat 
“Saga United” from 
Wenvoe and 

Llanennock 13 -7; and 
the “Marauders” from 
Monkstone PC in 
Roath who lost narrow¬ 
ly to “Never Say 
Never” from Caerleon 
and Monkstone Inn 12- 
13. 

The final was then 
between Tony Smith, 
Graham Attfield and 
Mike Brown of 
“Wenvoe Juniors” who 
took the title against 
“Never Say Never”, 
comprising Stuart 
Spencer, Peter 

Beresford and Kon 
Tomczyk by beating 
them 13-3. 

Congratulations to 
all teams who took part 
to make the day a 
resounding success. 
The next competition to 
be held by the WPA will 
be the first of the 
Grand Prix Series to be 
held at Monkstone 
Pentanque Club, based 
at the Pen-y-Lan club 
in Roath. 

For further details 
please visit our website: 
www.welshpetanque.org 
.uk. 

JS 


Matt’s marathon effort 
for injured heroes 


VALE Council 
rugby development 
officer Matt Silva is 
currently putting in 
the miles ready to 
run the London 
Marathon later this 
month. 

Matt is looking for 
sponsors to help him 
raise money for rugby 
players in Wales who 
have suffered serious 
injuries while playing 
the sport. 

He will be running in 
aid of The Welsh 
Charitable Trust, and 
said: “Unfortunately, 

every year there are a 
number of players at all 



Matt Silva. 


levels of the sport across 
the country who suffer 
serious injuries while 
playing the game we 
love. If you could please 
spare any change to help 
support this worthwhile 
charity that would be 
fantastic.” 


There are currently 20 
former players who are 
permanently confined to 
wheelchairs as a result 
of accidents on the field 
of play. 

The Welsh Charitable 
Trust has, over the years, 
provided cars, wheel¬ 
chairs (both electric and 
manual), hoists, adapta¬ 
tions to homes, scholar¬ 
ships and anything that 
can make the lives of 
injured players more 
comfortable. 

You can support 
Matt’s marathon efforts 
by visiting his fundrais¬ 
ing page at: http://uk.vir- 
ginmoneygiving.com/m 
attsilva. 


Local swimmers 


impress at event 


BARRY Amateur 
Swimming Club 
recently participat¬ 
ed in the Tiger Bay 
Open Swim Meet 
which was held in 
Cardiff 

International Pool. 

With teams from as 
far afield as Liverpool, 
Aberystwyth, Wycombe, 
St Ives, Fishguard and 
Wolverhampton attend¬ 
ing, the competition was 
going to be strong and 
difficult for any swim¬ 
mer to achieve a gold, 
silver or bronze medal. 

In all Barry ASC had 
10 swimmers participat¬ 
ing, ranging from some 
of the more recent mem¬ 
bers of the club to the 
more experienced. Each 
swimmer did themselves 
proud, setting numerous 
personal bests, produc¬ 
ing fabulous perform¬ 
ances and showing great 
progress in their swim¬ 
ming ability. 

Barry ASC swimmers 
took six medals and just 
missed out on several 
more. The medal win¬ 
ners were: Luke Birnage 
- taking an incredible 
four medals - silver and 
three bronze - from the 
five events he entered, 
Jacob Davies - taking 
bronze, and Bethan 
Williams - also taking a 
bronze. 

Jacob Davies (10) 
started the weekend off 
on a high note, taking 
bronze in the 50m front 
crawl and improving his 
personal best by over 3 
seconds. 

Bethan Williams (11) 
was next up for Barry, 
finishing fifth in the 
50m backstroke and just 
missing out on a medal. 
Bethan then proceed to 
finish 12th in the 100m 
freestyle, and third in 
50m fly to take bronze, 
sixth in the 200 IM, 
again narrowly missing 
a medal, and finally 
ninth in the 100m 
breaststroke, setting per¬ 
sonal bests in every 
event. 

Ffion Vickers (13) 
competed in the 50m 
back, 100m free, 50m 
fly, 50m free and 200m 
back, with the highlight 
being an improvement 




ABOVE: Jacob Davies (left) and Luke Birnage. 


of over nine seconds in 
the 200m back and set¬ 
ting personal bests in 
most of the other events. 

Amy Me Andrew (12) 
continued the setting 
trend when competing in 
the 50m back, 100m 
free, 50m fly and 100m 
breaststroke, improving 
her back and fly events 
by over two seconds. 

Llinos Goodland (12) 
showed continued 
improvement in her abil¬ 
ity while participating in 
the 50m back, 50m 
breaststroke and 50m 
free, improving in the 
free by two seconds 

Ffion Goodland (14) 
was not to be outdone 
by her younger sister, 
entering a large number 
of events - 50m back, 
400m free, 200m IM, 
100m breaststroke, 50m 
free, 50m breaststroke 
and 200m breaststroke. 

Ffion’s aptitude to the 
longer distance events 
again shone through 
with not many swim¬ 
mers having the stamina 
or courage to compete in 
the 400m free and 200m 
IM within a short time 
of each other. 

lestwyn Per ki ns (9) 
stepped up to the mark 
and performed remark¬ 
ably well considering 
his experience and time 
at Barry ASC. 

lestwyn competed in 
the 200m back, 200m 
breaststroke and 100m 
breaststroke, taking 
large chunks of time off 


his personal bests, 
improving by a massive 
20 seconds in the 200m 
back and nine seconds 
in the 100m breast¬ 
stroke. 

Jonathan Bowden 
(15), Barry ASC vice 
captain, entered the 
200m free and 100m fly, 
finishing a very cred¬ 
itable 10th in the fly and 
taking 15 seconds off his 
free personal best. 

Shaun Bowden (11) 
entered the 100m fly 
and narrowly missed out 
on a medal to finish 
fourth and the 50m 
breast to finish fifth, 
again just outside the 
medals. 

Thomas Pugh (9), one 
of Barry ASC’s junior 
members, took the 
opportunity to race in 
the 100m breaststroke 
and produced a great 
performance to finish 
11th and take 22 sec¬ 
onds off his personal 
best. 

Barry Amateur 
Swimming Club is 
always looking for new 
members so if you would 
like a trial, please phone 
Heulwen Cooper on 
01446 733784. 

We swim at Barry 
Leisure Centre on 
Monday, Friday and 
Sunday and Cardijf 
International Pool on 
Monday and Thursday. 
For more information 
look on: barryasc.org.uk 
and Facebook: Barry 
ASC. TW 
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Prepare to be stunned with Bentley Cabriolet 


WHAT is Great Britain famous for? 
Entrepreneurs like Sir Richard Branson 
and Sir Philip Green, great musicians like 
Sir Paul McCartney, footballers and the 
Royal family. 

If asked that question 25 years ago, I would have 
included car manufacturing, too. 

However, while the UK is still among the best at 
it, there are sadly few, if any, entirely British-owned 
brands, and therefore in my book I don’t feel we can 
claim this field as our own. 

Yes, I know that Nissan, Ford, Jaguar Land 
Rover, Rolls Royce and Bentley all build cars here 
but they’re foreign owned. 

That small point is quickly forgotten, though, 
when you’re fortunate enough to be entrusted with 
the Bentley Continental GT Coupe Cabriolet 6.0 
W12. 

It’s a massive responsibility to look after some¬ 
thing that currently costs more than the house I live 
in. Needless to say I worry about leaving it alone, 
just in the same way that I do with my precious baby 
daughter, Harriett. 



MOTORING WITH 
TIM SAUNDERS 


This remains in the back of your mind at all 
times. But it does not take away the sheer joy that 
comes in savouring the beautifully sculpted cabrio¬ 
let, on experiencing the roof dropping and on hear¬ 
ing the note of the engine as it bursts into life. 

The quality of materials both inside and out are 
the best man can buy, and it is very pleasing to know 
that all Bentley vehicles are still manufactured in 
Crewe, Cheshire, even though Germany-based VW 
is in charge. 

On first acquaintance, after regaining a modicum 
of self-control and sobriety, it is necessary to load 
Harriett’s Mothercare Oyster pushchair into the 
boot. 

Simply press the boot function on the £200 luxu¬ 
ry Bentley key fob and watch the lid effortlessly 
open. The compact pushchair fits snuggly inside. 
Push the ‘close boot’ button inside the boot lid and 
it automatically shuts. 

How the other half live, but then their energies 
are better spent in monitoring share prices or some 
other such intelligent activity. 

Irritatingly though, the rear seats are not large 
enough for adults, and while Harriett’s baby seat 
fits, my wife’s front seat has to be far forward, 
meaning that it’s not as comfy as it could be for 
Caroline. 

On opening the large and chunky door the driver 
slides into the most comfortable seat imaginable, 
finished in hand-stitched leather - an incredibly 
opulent environment. 

In comparison to say, a Skoda Superb, it is clear¬ 
ly noticeable how supportive the Bentley’s front 
massage seats are, particularly for the lower back. 

Leather seats can get sticky on a hot day and the 
Bentley’s incorporate a useful cold function (and 
they can be heated, too). 

The front seats intelligently recognise when 
they’re occupied and cleverly offer up the seatbelts, 
saving passengers from painfully stretching back¬ 
wards to reach, as is so often the way in cabriolets. 

The dash is finished in highly varnished Tamo 
ash wood with lashings of chrome. Sunglasses can 
be kept in the ash-covered Breitling case in the cen¬ 
tre, and there’s a complimentary Breitling clock, 
too. 



There is a traditional ignition and a push start giv¬ 
ing the driver choice. One qualm is that the ignition 
key resides to the far right of the dashboard close to 
the driver’s window. An ideal location for a thief to 
pocket them at the traffic lights when the hood or 
windows are down. 

It is an absolute joy, though, to hear the gravelly 
tone of the six-litre W12 engine, which sounds like 
a highly refined racing car, and it doesn’t disap¬ 
point, if anything exceeding expectations. 

The driver must respect this exquisitely-engi¬ 
neered vehicle because press that accelerator too 
eagerly and you will lose control. 

Few cars will reach 0-60mph in 4.4 seconds and 
have a top speed of 198mph. Its abilities can be par¬ 
tially experienced pulling off a roundabout with a 
clear run ahead. 

Just push the accelerator down and be prepared to 
be stunned. 

The smooth responsive six speed auto is easy to 
use while there are paddleshifts for those wanting to 
drive like a manual. The force experienced isn’t dis¬ 
similar to that felt when taking off in an aircraft. 

This is further enhanced by the hard, sporty ride 
and the accompanying wind when the roof is down. 
There’s even a neck warmer making it possible to 
drive topless in the coldest of climes. 

Helpfully, the roof can rise or drop at speeds of 
up to 20mph. When it’s up you would be forgiven 
for thinking that you were in a luxury saloon, it’s so 
quiet. 

A wide vehicle, it makes a better motorway cruis¬ 
er than a country lane crawler. Handling is exem¬ 
plary, though. Unsurprisingly, famous Bentley 
Continental GT owners have included Liverpool 
captain Steven Gerrard. 


Parkers, the car experts, say: “Any fears that new 
owner Volkswagen wasn’t going to deliver a proper 
Bentley with its first model in charge were instantly 
dismissed with the arrival of the Continental GT. 
This opulent coupe offers real 200mph perform¬ 
ance. The four-wheel drive chassis and W12 engine 
are actually shared with the Phaeton, Volkswagen’s 
attempt at a BMW 7-series rivalling saloon, but the 
two cars are certainly not clones.” 

This is one car that everyone should drive at least 
once in their lives. 


Bentley Continental GT Coupe 6.0 W12 (2011) 
2d Auto £163,495: 

Economy: 17mpg, 

6 speed auto, 

0-60secs: 4.4secs, 

Top speed: 198mph, 

Power: 566bhp, 

Tank: 90 litres, 

300 miles or so to a tank depending on driving 
style! 


Watch the video at www.testdrives.hiz. 


CAR HIRE FROM 
£38 PER DAY! 


• FcrdRaila 

• FordFocut 

• Ford Focus 

• Ford$-M»> 
Transpodar 

9a«ai mtitauaaa 




(01656) 

660160 


Ful dotals asMilatte on our fraOsIta 

www.wickvanhire.co.uk 
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'"Hice fieaftie to- do- ” 


LARGEST SELECTION OF CARS IN BARRY . , 

Howe Motors Ltd • Powell Dyffryn Way • Barry • Vale of Glamorgan • CF62 5QR • 01446 738088 



www.howemotors.co.uk 


AUDI A4 2.5 TDi 163 Sport 



£8,995 


FORD Fiesta 1.4 Titanium 



£8,295 


LAND ROVER Defender V8 



£12,995 


RENAULT Clio 1.2 ISvDynamique 



£2,495 


Toyota Aygo 1.0 VVT-i 5-dr 



VW Beetle 2.0 3-dr Hatch 



£3,495 


BMW 1 Series 118D Sport 



£7,995 


FORD Fiesta 1.4 Zetec 5-dr 



£7,495 +VAT 


LEXUS SC430 4.3 2-dr Auto 



£13,995 


RENAULT Megane 1.4 Dynamique 



£2,795 


TOYOTA Yaris 1.4 D-4D T3 



£6,495 


VW Golf 1.4 TSI 160 GT 



£14,995 


BMW 1 Series 120D M Sport 



£19,995 


FORD Fiesta 1.4 Flame 3-dr 



£3,495 


MERCEDES C Class C200K SE 



£4,995 


SUBARU Legacy 2.0 R Sport 



£5,995 


VAUXHALL Astra 1.8i VVT SRi 



£5,995 


VW Polo 1.2 Twist 5-dr 



£3,495 


BMW 1 Series 120D M Sport 



£9,995 


HONDA CR-V 2.2 l-CTDI ES 



£13,995 


Mercedes E Class E320 



£5,495 


SUZUKI Grand Vitara 2.0 



£3,995 


VAUXHALL Zafira 1.8i Design 



£5,995 


VW Polo 1.4S 75 5-dr Auto 



£5,495 


BMW X3 3.0D SE 5-dr Auto 



£12,995 


HONDA Jazz 1.2 l-VTEC S 



£6,495 


MERCEDES E Class E500 Sport 



£29,995 


TOYOTA Auris 2.2 D-4D SRI 80 



£7,995 


Vauxhall Zafira 1.9 Exclusiv 



£6,995 


VW Touran 1.6 TDi 105 S 



£15,995 


ALL CARS HPI CHECKED • RAC WARRANTY • PART-EX WELCOME • FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT MOST • ALL MAJOR CREDIR CARDS • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE 

Opening Times: Monday - Friday 9am - 6.30pm • Saturday - Sunday 9am - 5.30pm • OPEN 7 DAYS 01446 738088 


HOWE MOTORS LTD.J 


^blackhorse 
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fewSpufiCariser^ 


I! Wedoolat 


Fully OFT Apprtved Garage & Trained Technicians 
Complete Manufacturer SpKification Service Check 

Up to checks [X’rfrtrKd p(us extra yZ potX 
wedOfflbetleiea iuG: ollchaiwIsdrwIief^lCXrsente rwilyartlfr 
most yau'll find. 0 ynu want best for ytur or then by ib! 

FuH AkCoa Check & Gas Top*up 
AirCon AntibKtertal Service • Removes Odors 
High Quality OR & Qualito Parts 

AjlToft^or l/jiri Dealer Parts cxiK !m oh il 1 o 

comers by using cheap ports or oils! 

Full Advanced Main Dealer Diagnostic 

We have Py-jchi! BM V/, Mercedes ijaiiLai n diagnostics on she. 

We doni reiy on an .iftetrnorloin tool or oubource dMgiiostte 8 « other nm 
Vk mill 9 ara 9 es. Our Diaqnaslic customer base indudes Main Dealers and the 
UKs largest car supemiantets' Nd oUmt tadtpeMOMt can iMUl <M! 

Free Courtesy Car or Drop Off & Collection 

Luury Lexus anAlercedes aMdeB mnante Free! 

Or SM-II be 10 coilea and (kp oH your vrtki> snyirrfKre in South East 

W^ (ran Bridgend 10 ChepEtow! 

Full Mini Valet - Including Full Wax Treatment 
Laser Wheel Alii 
Free 

After service inur vehicle you can pop In < 
check and free fluid top upi Includes oils, screenwash, aiiifrecze etc M*Mi 








«> 


Ifillll VdBCl * AlllelUUIIf^ FHII VfM I IXaUIICIIi 

r Wheel Alignment & Tracking 
Fluid ChecKS including Ttpups for 12 months 

me service your vehicle you can pop In anytime to get a free fluKl 




The Only Independent BMW, Mercedes, Porsche & 
Jaguar speciaist in South with OR Approval! 

(>r higbly Mix! fonmr rnekn dink^ stRfff & tedwxilPv trami to highest stonebf^ hm yfvs of 

old Jaguars, cultftg edge Porsclw^ to iM latest BMW irab& With OiagnosU: €qubitMe)M£edngwtuievefilhe^ 

wr can sohrv any probicni with kiig QMngt for yiB 

PuisinrplywrhMihclar^etfvkxtionofdiagnostccquiXTmaSoUhl^absproifdingcoi^^ Ewy Malitand Modd. 

WYieiher you haie an engine (V ate IK^ioa are sullerInQ battery drai(vliai«(k)lprc^^ issues or fianh gearbox 

changps wr can do mort just dbgnosr; wr am fix I fWvm. 

Pgrrnomvdiidcsrnricingdtf^ you’ll find, aioprovidt cxccftiOfialvQkir for rmgyardi^ 

Wheel AhonmTL AkCon Check wHIi Top up, Bact^ Surlef 4 Cftariiiog Test and Main Dealer Diagnostic. 

We rsm inckde 12 months free fluid chocb and topmps foilowing all servicing. So shcald you be gorng on a bog pumtj jmt pop your or in 
andodeofoyrtecheicianswltl check and top up fluid free. 

Betog a iannflytiM business we piilradltiOfWkBkjesai the (xreolevenlhing we d^ puibng you the ototomer first, we wart you to reti^ 
customer year after year. Red assured IhM with Rermoveo your or n in safe, knowledgeobb&lrutviQrWyhafik. Allourw^ isguvantoed 
and idll fKt aRect yoir nwnutociLrefs or seed 


Or customers Mctode local and naikraJ mam dealers InMIng Ferrari, Fi 
Sepemr u f ieCs ! Theyamw to us becaiBf we regdty are South Wales leaidrg 


Citfoen. MettedesaBl South Waibs lar^ 
iigfiosbc centre. 


WE ARE THE AFF0RDABL£ DEALIR ALTERNATIVE! 


^ Servidtig 
v/ Dealer Diagnostics 

✓ ECU Repavs 
MOTTesting 

v/ DPF ProWetTis 

✓ Brakes &ABS 

^ Transmission Servicing 
^ Air-Con Repairs 
^ Engine & IViechanical 
v/ Keys & Key Repairs 
i/WarrartyClairTB 
v/ Tyres &Tyre Repairs 

✓ Laser Wheel Alignment 
i/ PerfcrmanceTuning 
^ Injector Servicing 

Former Dealer Staff 

v/ Frw Courtesy Car or 
Cdledion & Drop Cm 


[ DIAGNOSTIC CODE SCANS FROM 


PERFORMANCE&ECONOMYTONING FROM £95 


^Castfoll 


Mobil n I 

D 


WllUli94XftltV 
• I ltt<»l<f«tvi 



EURO SPECIAUSTS 




S&lOWoodhamRoad 
Barry Docks CF 634 JE 

Q33 7807 vvww 4 )enTicweo.ltd.uk 
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08 08 MITSUBISHI Colt 
1.5 CZT3-dr. 

Pearl black. 1 owner, 42,295 miles 


£4,995 



08 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.6 
SRi 3-dr 

In black, air con, 55,000 miles 


£5,995 



57 FORD Focus 1.6 
Zetec 5-Dr 

Ink Blue Met, 57,000 Miles, with A/C etc. 


£4,995 



55 RENAULT Clio 1.6 
Dynamique S 


In burnt orange, air con, 59,000 miles 


£3,995 



06 JAGUAR XK 
(New model) 


Black with cream leather, 49,000 miles 

£19,995 



02 JAGUAR S-Type 
V8 Auto 


Silver with grey leather trim, luxury saloon 

£3,995 



56 BMW 330 DSE 3.0 Coupe 


Cream leather, Montego blue, 
1 owner 

£9,995 



07 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 
SXi 3-door 

Silver, full body kit, 80,000 miles 


£4,995 


SPORT, PRESTIGE & 4x4 


06 JAGUAR XK (New model). In black with cream 

leather, 49,000 miles, high spec sports coupe £19,995 
03 PORSCHE Cayenne 4.5S Auto. Silver/black 

leather, 42,000 miles, sat nav, 22” alloys . . .£14,995 
59 HONDA Civic 2.2 Diesei ESi CTDi. In silver, 40,000 

miles, 1 owner with pan-roof.£9,995 

56 BMW 330 DSE 3.0 Coupe, cream leather, Montego 
blue, 1 owner .£9,995 

56 MiNi Cooper ‘S’ Checkmate. Met blue, 50,000 

miles, a/c, leather.£7,495 

57 PEUGEOT 207 1.6 Sport Convertibie. In met 

turquoise, 36,000 miles.£6,995 

54 AUDi A4 3.0 Sport Convertibie Auto. In met blue 

with full beige leather, 85,000 miles .£6,995 

03 BMW 325 2.5Ci M-Sport Convertibie Auto. Silver, 

79,270 miles.£6,495 

08 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.6 SRi 3-dr. In black, 55,000 

miles with air con .£5,995 

08 08 MiTSUBISHI Coit 1.5 CZT 3-dr. Pearl black, 

1 owner, 42,295 miles.£5,995 

04 MERCEDES C200 Kompressor Avantgarde Auto. 

In black with leather, 67,000 miles, 1 owner .£5,995 
04 NiSSAN X-Traic 2.2 DCi SR 6-Spd. In bright met 

blue, 75,000 miles, diesel 4x4.£5,995 

02 AUDi TT (180). In red with black leather, 87,000 

miles, superb example .£5,995 

05 VAUXHALL Tigra 1.3 CDTi Sport. In ice blue, 

65,000 mile diesel convertible.£4,995 

04 VOLVO S80 SE D5. In met jade, 78,000 mile luxury 
diesel saloon.£4,995 

51 MERCEDES SLK 200 Auto. In silver with black 

leather, 56,000 mile convertible at.£4,995 

98 MERCEDES V280 Ambiente Auto 6-Seater. Turquoise 
blue, full leather, 78,000 miles with extras . . . .£4,995 
01 MERCEDES ML 430 Auto. In silver with black 
leather, 68,000 miles, LPG gas conversion . .£4,995 
04 LAND ROVER Freeiander 1.8 XEi 5-dr. In silver, 

63,000 miles, 4x4 at.£4,695 

54 MAZDA RX8 (192) 4-dr. Black, 69,000 mile sports 

coupe.£3,995 

03 BMW 318 ES. Met. grey, 85,000 miles, alloys, air 

con, FSH .£3,995 

02 JAGUAR S-Type V8 Auto. In silver with grey 

leather trim, 68,000 mile luxury saloon.£3,995 

54 MAZDA 6 2.0 Diesel TS2 Estate. In silver, 80,000 
miles, 2 owners.£3,995 

52 JEEP Cheroke 3.7 LTD Auto. In bronze with black 

leather, go any where at.£3,995 

52 NISSAN X-Trail 2.0 Sport 4x4. In White, full glass 

roof, multi CD .£3,695 

56 MG ZR 120-1- 3-dr. Met red, 36,000 miles, 1 owner £3,295 
03 MERCEDES A140 Classic. In met blue, 64,000 

miles, fantastic value.£2,995 

01 HONDA Stream SE Sport 7-Seater. In light met 
green, 85,000 mile estate at.£2,495 


SMALL, ECONOMICAL & FAMILY CARS 


09 VAUXHALL Corsa Club 5-dr Automatic. In silver, 
46,000 miles, a/c, etc .£5,995 

58 CITROEN C3 Puriel 1.4 Exclusive Convertible in 

black with leather, 37,000 miles .£5,995 

07 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Design 3-Dr. In Tonic silver, 
47,000 miles, 1 owner.£5,495 

56 FORD Focus 1.6 Sport 5-dr. In silver, 

51,000 miles, 2 owners.£4,995 

57 SMART Four Two Auto Passion. In black over sil¬ 
ver, 27,000 miles, £30 road tax.£4,995 

07 56 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.9 CDTi 120 Club. In black, 

92,000 mile diesel, 7 seater .£4,995 

07 CITROEN C4 1.6 HDi VTR Coupe. In light met 

blue, 55,000 miles, diesel at.£4,995 

07 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 SXi 3-dr. In silver, 80,000 

miles, full body kit, superb at.£4,995 

07 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 SXi 3-dr. In black, 63,000 

miles, air con .£4,995 

04 VW Golf 2.0S Diesel 3-dr. In Platinum Silver, 

38,000 miles, fantastic economy.£4,995 

59 CHEVROLET Aveo 12LS 5-dr. In silver, 21,000 

mile hatch at.£4,995 

57 SKODA Fabia 2 1.4 5-dr in black, 60,000 miles, 

a/c, c/d, alloys.£4,795 

07 RENAULT Clio 1.4 Dynamique (new shape) 3-dr. 

In black, 75,000 miles, 2 owners.£4,495 

07 PEUGEOT 107 Urban Life 5-dr. In bright yellow, 

25,000 miles, £20 road tax.£4,495 

07 56 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 VVT Life 5-dr. Tonic blue, 

automatic, 56,017 miles, A/C .£4,495 

56 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Club. In met blue, 44,000 

miles, low insurance.£4,495 

56 PEUGEOT 307 1.6S 5-dr Auto. In black, 56,000 

miles, alloys etc.£4,495 

06 RENAULT Clio 1.4 Privilege 5-dr. In red, 44,000 

miles, high specification .£4,495 

07 CITROEN Cl Rhythm 5-dr. In red, £20 road tax 

and low insurance.£4,295 

56 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.3 CDTi Diesel SXi 3-dr in met 

grey, 71,000 miles, 1 owner .£3,995 

55 RENAULT Clio 1.6 Dynamique S. In burnt orange, 

59,000 miles with a/c .£3,995 

55 CITROEN Cl Rhythm 5-dr. In met blue, 22,000 

miles, 1 owner .£3,995 

54 FORD Focus 170ST. In met blue, 64,000 miles, 

A/C etc.£3,995 

05 SKODA Fabia 1.2 5-dr. In silver, 60,000 miles £3,495 
54 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Zetec Climate 5-dr. In black, 

62,000 miles.£3,495 

53 FORD Fusion 3. In red, 54,000 miles, 2 owners, 

A/C, alloys etc.£3,295 

07 CHEVROLET Lacetti 1.6SX 5-dr. In silver, 43,000 

miles, FSH .£3,295 

03 SMART City Pulse Auto. In black, low running 

costs + £30 road tax.£2,995 

51 SMART Passion 600 Auto (Left Hand Drive). 

In red/silver, 52,000 miles.£2,495 

Y MAZDA Premacy 1.8 Atlantis in met blue, 43,000 
miles. Excellent example.£1,995 



56 MINI Cooper 
Checkmate 

Metallic Blue, 50,000 miles, A/C, leather 

£7,495 



05 SKODA Fabia 1.2 5-dr 


In silver, 60,000 miles 


£3,495 



04 VW Golf 2.0 S 
Diesel 3-dr 

In platinum silver, 38,000 miles 


£4,995 



52 JEEP Cherokee 3.7 


LTD Auto 

In bronze with black leather, 
go anywhere at 


£3,995 



01 HONDA Stream SE Sport 


7 Seater, in light metallic green, 
85,000 mile estate at 

£2,495 


Ran 

WARRANTIES 

All cars su 

Just a small sel 

pplied with new MoT and 6 months RAC warranty. 

fection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 

Rac 

WARRANTIES 


01446 722600 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry train Station) 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT All • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABIS • AU. CARS HPi ClEAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • ALL MAX>R CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 


W black lorse 


MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 
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Ammanford unable to match powerful Ath pack 


Ath cruise to a well 
deserved victory 


Kenfig HilPs 
impressive 
home victory 


I BRIDGEND ATHLETIC 44] 

I AMMANFORD_ ij 



Wing Lyndsey MaCausland scores Ath bonus 
point try. 

Photos courtesy Glennsports 



Centre Michael Hathaway is held. 


It was high fives as 
the Athletic band¬ 
wagon rolled on 
with a five-try feast 
in their fifth succes¬ 
sive league win as 
they rolled over 
Ammanford with a 
44-7 win. 

It was the fourth suc¬ 
cessive bonus point win 
and third successive 
game scoring over 40 
points. Prior to the run 
they were rock bottom 
with 26 points from 16 
games. They have now 
moved up to sixth place 
with 50 points from 21 
games. 

A late change saw out¬ 
side half Steven Lewis 
drop out. He was 
replaced by March player 
of the month Jonathon 
Phillips moving from full 
back to No 10. 

In his first senior out¬ 
ing in that position he 
showed his versaltility 
and class with a try and 
faultless goalkicking, 


landing all five conver¬ 
sions and three penalties 
for a match haul of 24 
points. 

The Athletic dominat¬ 
ed the early possession 
and were virtually 
camped inside the 
Ammanford 22. The 
pressure resulted in a 
penalty which Phillips 
slotted from 40 metres. 

From the restart the 
ball was worked to wing 
James Olds, who chipped 
over his opponent on 
halfway and a kind 
bounce saw him regather 
and race over for his 
eighth try of the season. 
Phillips converted. 

He then slotted anoth¬ 
er penalty as Ammanford 
were finding it difficult 
to cope with the Athletic 
onslaught. Forwards 
Simon Mustoe and Kyle 
Galtry then combined to 
release captain Matthew 
Hillman to cross wide 


out. Phillips converted to 
stretch the lead to 20-0. 

Phillips then ran at the 
opposition and chipped 
over the defence. The 
Athletic re gathered the 
kick and set up a quick 
ruck, which saw scrum- 
half Aled Thomas supply 
quick ball to Phillips to 
dive over for his seventh 
try in seven senior 
appearances. 

He converted his own 
try and coolly slotted a 
touchline penalty to put 
the Athletic firmly in the 
driving seat at half time 
with a 30-0 lead. 

The second half was a 
bit of an anti-climax. 
Ammanford came more 
into the game as the 
Athletic became very 
careless, squandering at 
least three try-scoring 
opportunities with poor 
passing and wrong 
options. 

Ammanford were 
rewarded when flanker 
Matthew Hillman was 
shown a yellow card for 
an offence in the red 
zone. From the five- 
metre scrum, No8 Chris 
Jones picked up and, tak¬ 
ing advantage of the 
extra man in the scrum, 
dived over under the 
posts. The try was con¬ 
verted. 

With the Athletic 
backs having an off-day 
the forwards, with man 
of the match, hooker 
Simon Mustoe, prop Rod 
Apsee, lock Kyle Galtry 
and flanker Stuart 
Edbrooke to the fore saw 
the Athletic regain the 
upper hand. 

Also, the very hard 
ground was taking its toll 
with a number of stop¬ 
pages halting the conti¬ 
nuity of the game. First 
Athletic prop Tom Evans 
twisted his knee, then 
both Ammanford props 
left the field, resulting in 
passive scrums. 

Finally, in the 70th 
minute, the Athletic got 
the all-important fourth 


bonus-point try. 

An Ammanford attack 
broke down inside the 
Athletic half and the ball 
was hacked upfield. 
Wing Lyndsey 

MaCausland won the 
foot race and picked up 
to dive over under the 
posts. Phillips converted. 

The fifth try came 
from possession at a five- 
metre scrum, seeing out¬ 
side half Phillips put 
through a grubber kick 
for leading try scorer, full 
back Rhys Jones, to win 
the race to touch down 
for his 13th try of the sea¬ 
son. 

It was an exact replica 
of his 12th try scored the 


previous week against 
Waunarlwydd, and a just 
reward for his efforts. 
Inevitably Phillips con¬ 
verted to complete a 44-7 
victory that could and 
should have been more. 

This Saturday the 
Athletic complete their 
season with a local derby 
against Tondu. It will 
take all 15 players to be 
on top of their game to 
end the season on a high 
note with six successive 
wins. 

Coaches Paul Yardley, 
John Apsee and David 
Williams are hoping the 
players respond with two 
good final training ses¬ 
sions. AB 



Wing Lyndsey MaCausland fends off a tackier. 
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A Porthcawl welcome 


for French 

THE town of Porthcawl is 
hosting 38 young rugby play¬ 
ers from Porthcawl’s sister 
town in France, Saint- 
Sebastien-sur-Loire, near 
Nantes - and locals are invited 
to a match tonight. 

The junior players from the Loire- 
Atlantique region in Western France 
are in Porthcawl for a four-day stay 
and are a mix of under-15 and under- 
16s. 

As part of their visit they have 


rugby team 

planned trips to the Big Pit National 
Coal Museum at Blaenavon, the 
Millennium Stadium and Cardiff Bay. 

They are also looking forward to 
three games of Rugby including a 
under-15s game against Porthcawl 
Comprehensive School yesterday, and 
the highlight is tonight at 6pm, when 
they play Porthcawl RFC under-16s. 

A spokesman said: “Junior rugby 
can be very exciting due to the lack of 
inhibition of players, who are often 
prepared to play an open and flowing 
game.” 



Steve Gillard powers his way through. 
Pictures by Peter Gilling. 


PRIOR to the game 
commencing a 
minute’s silence 
was held in respect 
of two former play¬ 
ers, Miles Jenkins 
and David Thomas, 
who have passed 
away. 

Miles is a former cap¬ 
tain of the Mules who 
went on after retirement 
to do sterling work for 
Cefn Cribwr as their 
chairman. 

David, known as ‘Dai 
Golly’ was a gentleman 
of the first order who 
was liked and respected 
by all who knew him. 

Glynneath took the 
top spot in Division 2 
West after Kenfig Hill’s 
game with Skewen was 
called off last weekend. 

Kenfig Hill prepared 
for a tough game, as did 
the visitors. The game 
was hard with some 
tough tackling, but there 
were very few instances 
of foul play. 

Glynneath scored just 
after the start of the 
game with a try by blind- 
side wing forward Lloyd 
Richards. 

Kenfig Hill left 
winger Shaun Burnell 
then sprinted clear only 
to be called back when 
the pass to him was 


adjudged to be forward. 
Moments later Burnell 
gathered the ball on the 
halfway line and sprint¬ 
ed clear to score near the 
comer flag, outside half 
Nicky Giles making no 
mistake with the long 
range conversion. 

Mules centre Rhodri 
Clark then made a bril¬ 
liant break and passed 
the ball to full back 
Raymond Evans, who 
finished off the move in 
his usual stylish fashion, 
Giles converting. 

Kenfig Hill had all the 
possession and their 
backs revelled in the 
conditions, showing a 
breathtaking display of 
their rugby playing 
skills. 

Burnell scored his 
second try, sidestepping 
at speed through the vis¬ 
itors’ defence with Giles 
converting. 

Nicky Giles then 

scored a try with an out¬ 
rageous dummy pass 
which threw the 

Glynneath defence and 
he then sprinted for the 
line. 

The Kenfig Hill 

defence was outstanding 
in the first half, particu¬ 
larly Shaun Burnell who 
taclded ferociously. 

This gave a half time 
score of Kenfig Hill 24, 



Chris Tosssell on his 
way to the try line. 


Glynneath 5. 

Kenfig Hill sat back 
in the second half but 
Glynneath failed to capi¬ 
talise with the home 
defence on top, the only 
try in the second half a 
brilliant individual effort 
by right winger Chris 
Tassel with a mesmeris¬ 
ing mn from the halfway 
line, Giles adding the 
conversion. 

This gave a final 
score of Kenfig Hill 31, 
Glynneath 5. 

The referee’s man of 
the match was awarded 
to Nicky Giles for a fine 
display at outside half. 

Kenfig Hill’s back 
row of Steve Gillard, 
Scott Waller and Jason 
Davies were simply out¬ 
standing in both attack 
and defence and hooker 
Karl Davies stood out 
with a fine scrummaging 
display as well as work¬ 
ing nonstop in loose 
play, and his line out 
throwing was excellent, 
finding his jumper in 
every line out. 

The backs all played 
well with some out¬ 
standing defensive work 
all through the game. 

We would like to wish 
club member Georgie 
Protheo a happy 79th 
birthday for last week. 

GOS 














































